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/@A Hen I conſider how tenderly our: /Si- 
BG  viour Chriſt recommends the fecepr 
of mutuall love toall rhar rofeſſe his 
&Jj Name , making ir th "Claradter:of 
oy his followers, By thi all., 
- Tknow that you are my. Difeipltss of - 
love one another, Tohn 13, 35. And when: I reflect 
ow highly the grear Apoſtle Pau! exits the ſame 
ommandment, abridging unto this one precious ſyl- 


» 


dle -, * the whole duty of a Chriſtian," a#: P 
Wir ;as - 


# fulfilled in one word, Thou ſhalt love thy'ne 
by ſelf}, Gal. 5. 1 cannot ſufficiently wonder; to ſee 


jolt Chriſtians in' this preſent age with: fire” and; 


ord perſecute cach other., only. upon the ' account 


Tf Religion ; how-are we degeneratcd; fron the pri- _ 

Yevererswho would rarher have given-their 7 
wn lives, to perſwade their Enemies to: piety , than '. 
ought to take away the-lives of. their Brethren /, to '_ * 


Wirive 


orce them to Hypocrihie ?  a:'3 

. Yerbath ir pleaſed che | Lord Chriſt. in our dayes, 
be like tendernefſe into the breaſts: of many. conſci- 
n.0us and' godly-minded ipeople ofthis -Nation ', 
ho ſecing the deformity "wy aac” =g 
hue> k 2 1C 


whom the ends of \the world are c0me!, xo. infuſe | - | 


2 

thoſe cruel Maxims , thar - ruine and deftry. 
&ion for, the leaſt difference in belief ,)_ceaſe nor ro 
pray unto the God of heaven , - and ſolicite rhe Go- 
vernors of the earth , that an impartiall freedom 
and abſ#lutc MEIOGAS in matters of Religion ma 
be firmly and irrevocably eſtabliſhed for all' thar 
profeſſe the Goſpell of Chriſt. 

For encouragement of which holy defigne , woven 
our"of the bowels of mercy , and for determent of 
thoſe tempeſtuous ſpirits , that with thunder and 
lightning ſtrive-to ſtorm mens conſciences , I have 
endeaycurea in this ſhort Diſcourſe ro demonſtrate, 
Thar Conſcience-perſecution amongſt Chriſtians 
.is clearly repugnant to the Light .of Nature 
the Law of God , and the Ewidexce of our own Pine 
_caples, 


Demonſtrative Reaſons againſt forcing of 


Conſcience, 


1NInce we have fo happily ſhaken off rthar intolle- 
\ Frable Yoak of Popiſh infallibility ( which ne: 


- >= an aw foam @A en a _ ao e@ > - cot ans. a 


ther we-nor our Fathers were able. to bear ) it 1 
become tous not only tyrannicall , bur abſurd , tc 
-compell others to a way , that our ſelves confeſlt 
may-poſſibly be erronious ; we ſee one: Parliame 
repeals thoſe Articles of faith which a former e 
-afted ; rhar form of worſhip which the Laws of the 
aft age introduced , is now generally exploded 
nay , the very laſt reformarion ſerled with fo folem 
a Coyenant; and carryed on with fo furious a zeal 
Is already . by berrer lighrs diſcoyered ro be meer] 
humane, and therefore deſervedly laid afide-s Th 


lare 'Synods Confeſſion of faith ( hatched: by to 'm#ſ 


ny years firring i) -is now learnedly examined 
- ani 
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* naturall judgm 


and indeed for a preſs 5.» confured, by Mr 
wr. Parker , and other learned perſons, in print ; how 
repoſterous is it then to conſtrain a ſoul , not only 
ro  riake his conſcience , which may be truth , but 
drive him contrary to his own heart , to a way that 
may be errour, | 
2 Since the Word of God is the ſole rule of Faith, 
and no humane authorixy ſo highly impowred , as ro 


bind up our aflents to whatſoever interpretation ir 


ſhall pleaſe propoſe ; it clearly follows , thar as all 
the children of God have equzil intereſt in the Te- 
ſtament of their Father , ſo no one amongſt them 
has any right ro impoſe a force upon the judgment 
of his brother : One holds- Baptiſm of' children ro 
be neceſlary , another eſtcems it unlawfull, a third 
denies both theſe Opinions , admitting well that ir 
may,bur nor that it muſt te done;they confer Texts, 
look into Original Tongues , pray inceſſantly ro 
God, and profeſle ſolemnly the ſincerity of their in- 
renrions; yet after all rhcir dilipences and deyoti- 
ons , ſtedfaſtly remain in rheir | 2 periwafions ; 
Truly for my part , he that ſhould adviſe perſecuri- 
on in ſuch a caſe ( unleſfſe his fire brought light roo 
with it , to demonſtrare the truth ) would ſcarce ſa- 
risfie my ſuſpition , that his coales were fercht from 
the infernall pir, | 

3 If we refle& upon rhe difficulties that | incoun- 
rcr us in the way to truth , for ſtrait is the gate , and 
narrow is the patb , and withall conſider the ſhorr- 
nefſe of our ſight , for here we ſee but in part, and un-. 
derſtand but in part , there will appear more reaſon 
ro endeavour the mutuall afliſtance and ſupporr, 
than malicious ruine and deſtruQion one of another, 
However , fince all have neither equall depth of, 
ent , nor the ſame meaſure of ſuper- 
naturall illumination, bt the Spirit bloweth how and 
A3 where 


for his itihocent and blamelefle miſtakes , leſt we be 
found to hghr againſt God , who is the free diſpoſer 
of hus gifts ; we know the way of nia #5 not in bimſelf, 
Tiy. 15,2 p bur his ſteps are ruled by the Lord, Pro, 20, 
24. and therefore certainly , did we bear a due re- 
ſpe& to God, we would be content to wait his lea- 

ure , Who has engaged himſelf by his Apoſtle, Phil. 
3. 15. 1f any man be otherwiſe minded , God ſhall in 
time reveal even this unto him ; let us therefore cnter- 
tain ſuch an one , whoproceeds in rhe fimpliciry of 
his heart , with Mk, till he grow ſtronger to digeſt 
ſtrong meat. 

4 All compulſion upon the Conſcience returns us 
flarly to our bld flaycry under the P7clats, nay more, 
to the implicire faith of the Papifs , with this only 
difference, that we are worſe than cirher , becauſe 
our conſciences accuſe us of doing that which we 
condemn in orhers ; for whatſoever I am conftrai- 
ned ro ſwear or profeſſe more than I am conyinced 
of , proceeds from as great a tyranny as the H'gh- 


Commiſſion , and is as blind an affent, as can be. 


matched in the groſeſt Popery , and dare we think 
that doing the ſame thing we judge in others , we ſh: 
eſcape the judgment of God? Rom. 2, 3. 

_ 5 Force is puniſhment. , and conſequently ner 
Juſt, unleſle rhe offence be voluntary : bur he that 
belieyes according to the evidence of his own rea- 
ſon, is neceſlicared ro that belief , and ro compe)l 
him againſt ir , were to drive him to renounce the 
cffent:all part of man, his reaſon, Why ſhould we 


be commanded to try the ſpirits , 1, Joby 4. 1, 10 prove | 
all things, 1 Thel. 5. 21. If there be nor a faculty in. | 
the Soul to judge tor her ſelf z why we are'enjoyned 
to bold faſt that which we find to be" beſt , if after our 


moſt 


where it pleaſeth ; we oughr nor to attempr ſo high a 


. preſumption , as to deſpiſe or perſecure our brother? 
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moſt ſcrious and an $9) eletion we thall be 


1 whiprt out of our Conſcience = —_ 2 To whar + 
u . 


urpoſe do we preach poor ſouls into juſt fo much 
{iberry of Scripture , as may beper their rorrure , 
and nor permir them to reſt where they find farisfa. 
Rion ? either prohibir to ſearch ar all , or Teave us 
ſenſible of fome benefit by reaching: To believe whar 
appears untrue , ſeems to me impoſtible ; ro profeſle 
what we believe untrue , I am ſure is dammable, 

6. As it is certain, whoſoever ſwerves from the * 
dictate of his Conſcience commits a grievous fin, 
Rom, 14. So without queſtion they that endeayour 
by force or artifice ro draw any man to profeſle' or 
at contrary to. whar his foul believes, are as deeply 
guilry of the ſame crime. hen - you wound the we 
conſciences of your brethcen,you ſin againſt Ch/iſt, x Cor, 
8. 12, How dangerouſly « woo do they expole them- 
ſelves ro the juſt indignation of God,who by Oaths, 
Impriſonments, Forfeitures, &c, both drive others, 
and fall themſelves into erernal perdition ? How 
deſperately do they arrempr ro extinguiſh rhe light 
of Narure, which indiſpenſably obliges all men to 


1 deal with others, as they would be dealt with rhem- 


ſelves, a light placed by God in clear and candid 
fouls ro ſhine ney guide them, but in black' ones to 
condemn and burn them, I ſhall cloſe rhis diſcourſe 
with the advice of the Apoſtle, Rom. 44. 13. Let us 
therefore uſe our judgement rather in this, that no man 
put a ſtumbling block before his Brother, 


2. Vnanſwerable T exts of Scripture againit 
coercency in Religion. 
Or are theſe ſo excellent and important traths 
Nas only upon rhe firm foundation of folid 
+ Fxeaſon, bur alſo upon the infallible aurhoriry 
A4 of 


(6s 
of eyidear. Scripture, 2 T' 2 2.,24; &c, The ſervantYlig 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle unto all -men fon 
apt to teach, forbearing, in meekneſs inftrutting thoſe thathgr 
are contrary-mipded, if God peradventure will give them}tad 
Tepentance, to the acknowledging of the truth, that theyywh 
"may. recover rhemſelves out of the ſnare of ' the Devil,th 
"who are taken captive by him at his will ; And another} co 
Apoſtle forbidding us to condemn one another, ſaithÞ i 
( lames 4.12.) There is one Law-giver , who # ablelyo 
to ſave. and to deſtroy ; who art thou that judgeſt ano-yw 
ther 2 And in Paul to the Romans, 14. 4. ho art thouſcc 
that judgeft” anothers ſervant 7; to his own Maſter be 
ftandeth or falleth, yea be ſhall be holden up, for God u 
able to make him ſtand ; one man eſtcemeth one day about 
_ another, another eſteemeth every day alike ; let every man} 
be fully perfwaded in his own mind; baſt thou faith ? 
bave 3t to thy ſelf before God, happy us be that con- 
demmeth not himſelf in that-which be alloweth, thar is, 
whole conſcience inwardly accuſerh not his eurward 
| profeſſion, 'The ſame moſt zealous Preacher of th 
Goſpel returns ſo condeſcending and moderate an 
anſwer to.a caſe.of a far harder ſound than we un+ 
dertake. ro maintain, that it ſufficiently proves he 
rook his gentle pen from. the ſoft wing of the Doves 
1 Cor, 7.12: &c, If any brother kath a wife that belicsÞ ti 
wveth not, and ſhe be pleaſed to dwell with him, let bim 
not put her away ; and the woman that hath a busband 
l that beliCveth Hot ,e he be pleaſed to dwell with ber, Let 
* ber not leave him, but if the unbelicving departy let him 
*  depart;a brother Or a ſiſter 1s not in bondage wm ſuch caſes, 
but God hath called us to peace; for-what knoweſt thou 
O wife, whether! thou fhalt fave thy husband * and what 
knoweſt thou O man, whether thou ſhalt fave thy wife? 
as God hath. diſtributed to every man, as the Lord hath 
ealled every one, ſo let bim walk, and ſo ordath 1 in all 
Churches Whar can be ſaid more efficaciouſly ro obs 
nge 


= wh. 


mnt} lige Chriſtians, in charity Js meekneſſe to forbeatr 
x ,Jone another, than fo exprefle aa InjunQion of fo 
batÞgreat an Apoſtle, to live peaceably even with an In- 
emhdel > And again 2 Cor, 1, 24, He denies that even: 
beyrhe Apoſtles themſelyes have any foveraignty -over 
vil, rhe Conicience, bur only Commiſſions to alliſt the 
her] conſcie nrious, not that we bave (ſaycs he to the Co- 
th] rinthians) Dom!nion over your faith, but are belpers of. 
ble your joy ;, therein exatly obſerying. the . Orders; 
no which Chriſt gaye ro his Apoſtles, Goe and teach, not 
hoy compell; and if any one recerve you net, ſhake off the dyſt 

bell of your ſeet, not trample upon them , as duſt urider 
d is} feet. Mat. 15, x4. Conſtaut ro which Do&rine of 
04] Meckneſle, our Saviour thus inſtructs his Diſciples, 


nan} Mat. 23. 9, Be not called Rabbi ( that is, Maſtess 5 


th If ſpiritual matters ) for one is your Maſter, even Chri 
01-4 and all you are brethren, To this belongs the 
is, forbearing the zares, and letting them grow togerher” 
ardf with the wheat till the time of harveſt , as-alto rhar 
thef] admirable prefidenrt of mildnefſc rowards the: Sama! 
anſ ritans, who refuſed ro receive even Chriſt himſelf ; 
un-{ whereupon the Diſciples Iames & 1ohn would inime- 
s heff diately command hre from heaven to conlume them; 
wc as in the days of Elzas,burt our mercitul Lord rebuked 
lics] cheir zeal with this ſweer & render reply, You know 
bim}| not what manner of ſþirit you are of the Son of man wu not 
andy come to deſtroy mens lives, but to ſave them, Luk. 9,54, 
, Let} which one example abundantly farisfies al objections 
him} drawn from the praftice of -El: as, Icbu, the fons.of 
iſess} Levi, &c, in the Old Teſtament, for as they had 
thouſ an exprefie command from God ro warrant their 
Zeal, we have an cxprefle warrant from Chriſt ro 
| command us-meckneitle, If any one ſhall ſhuffle id 
a ſuſpirion,thart this moderate temper was meant on- 
ly for the times of perſecution, when the Chriſtians 
had no tempotall Power ; Ict him firſt confefle that 


thoſe. 


| 08 
thoſe'were rhe beſt and 4.) FO and then ſhewſ 
a Warrant-dormant under our Saviours hand ( thayſil 
is in his Goſpel) ro Commiſſonate his Diſciples 
ſoon /as they ſhould ger the ſword into theis hand 
ro-curt the throars of all diſobeyers , and I ſubnrir 
bur if rhey can cite no ſuch authority, let them freedÞv: 
ly acknowledge thar perſecution for Conſcience ig 
an unwarrantable tyranny oyer the juſt privilegeyÞ 
and liberry of a Chriſtian, ; 
(1 
Hi! 
q 


3. Onur own Principles againſt conſtr aint 
upon the Conſcience. 


Onſonant to theſe reaſons and clear Texts of 
( $cripeure, are the Principles of all the godl 

and well-affe&ed of this Nation : to begin withſſt 
them ro whom we ow this liberry of diſcourſing , t 
unparellel'd Army, inall whole proceedings , and 
Declarations (eſpecially fince managed by the proPr 
digiouſly ſuccefietull hands of the two later GeneÞa 
s) their Motto has been Liberty to all tender and opsfa 
preſſed Conſciences, the glory of which ſo dazles cheſt 
eyes of our enemics, and encourages rhe hearrs offvt 
eur friends, that notwithſtanding whatever otherfre 
diſadvantage, we till tind the Author of our ViRtoryf 
mindfull of the word which himſelf gave to our Ar 
my, The m:eh ſhall izherit the Land ; of which ſhore 
Texts wrirten in our Enfigns, we may read a clear" 
and perte& Commentary in the Propoſals of rheÞ#t 
ſame ſill-rriumphing.Army, 1 4ug, 1647, when ped 
netrating exactly into the rrue ſtate of the Q ieſtion, R 
they prudently diſtinguiſh berween quiet exerciſergF1 
of their Conſciences , and aftive prejudicers off 
the Common-wealth, ar:d thereupon offer rheir earl 


neſt defires, that all :co.ritye powen'y and all ciuill pedo 
aaltiesy* 


( 9 
ewhaltics for non-conformity be wholly repealed, and :ſome 
harhibcr arg made againſt ſuch Papiſts as ſhould diſtirh 
"1 like ace, 

d | emer wonderfull are the deliverances which 
ir ur good God has diſpenſed to his ſervants, in re. 
ee _ of this their inclination ro mercifulneſle; yer a- 
- iefnongſt all the glorious haps Rac of the Lord for 
geyſpis people, none can be found more cminenr. than 

he renowned victory over that rigid and ſeyere 
(irk-army of the Scots, Septemb. 1650, who decli- 
Hing the mild counſell of our Saviour, 7 poſſeſſe 
their Souls with paticnce, deſervedly loſt their lives 
y violence, a fatal argument, deciding manifeſtly 
is yery controverſhie in fayour of meekneſfe, where 


5 offihe mainrainers of compulhon were. no lefle ingeni- 

dl y than cruelly confured , whileſt aſſuming to 
= | ; - 

vichſhemſelves a Power to force our ſouls, they could 
theſhot ſo much as defend their own bodies, 


and} In memory of which great Salvation from the 
prodride and fury of rhe Presbyter:an Prieſthood, the Par- 
>neament, as a new Covenant of Thankſgiving for fo 
{ opaſonable a mercy, in the ſame moneth enacted 'an 
cheſboliſhment of divers rigorous. and penal Srarutes, 
s offentrived on purpoſe by the haughty Prelats , ro 
therreak the hearts of thole , whoſe conſciences- hey 
toryſuld not bend ; which one At has won more ' 
Arſarts to acknowledge and loye the authorixy:of rhe 
horefarliament, rhan all their ſtupendious viRories have 
learÞrced bodies ro confeſle and fear their Power + and 
* thefjit be not checked by limitations and parriality in 
ie execution, will render them abſolute Maſters of 
tion thar underſtand their own feliciry ; forwhart can 
ifſer\agined | more welc- me to a Chriſtian people 
rs offvly delivercd from an Antichriſtian bondage,than 
- earſee themſelves infranchiſed into a holy LE of 
ly 
alt 


eding fincerely _—_— ro their conſcien- 
z Wherc- 


in the Worſhip of cheir Go 


- 535" * "LY (10 L 

_ © Wherefore as we are as for ſo excellenr 1 
AR, by which ( as the Apoſtle faith ) we are caltelſ® 
wats Liberty , ſome are full of hopes to be perfeRly 
fey » by the free and univerſall obſervation therof, 

ichoar the Izaſt ſclf-intereſt or reſpeR of perſous , be: 

ing ſo-conforniable eo the conſtant received Maximed® 
and {olemn deliberate profcfiion of the Parliament , 
appeacs by the Declararion of the Lords aud Commons | © 
in. anſwer ro che Scorch Papers , 4, Mar. 1647. wher 
folio 43 the Diſcipline of Ecciefiaſticall Cenſures , 
a8 other puniſhments ſor matters of Religion are di 
claimed , - as grounded npezPoprſb and Pretaticall Pri 


#ples .. not to; be reyufued under axy image or (ha 
whatſoruer : and 3 little akrer folio 63, they proceed u"# 
the ſame ſen(e , weſbgll 20; be afraif day of Iudg 
ment , that we bave 14.8 07mar to ſet COYA | 
liberty , than to caft him i 4, it being betler ut £ As 
opinion ( where the caſe.is no! weryclear ) to lei % 
£0 deal againſt many errors, than topſe bis authg/i. 
for the ſupprefſieg of one iruth ; thi” weapons of - faſt: 


th 
and prayer being both mare Chriflian, and more auailabllf 
in ſuch caſes, thoſe of Forte ang violence ; and. vſ- 


more fplly (if poſſible) in afiogþer Dec/aration in a WE 
ſaer the letters of che Scots Commuſſconets, 17 Fel whe 
1648. 45 for the trath and power of Religion, it beingh””** 
thiny thlvinſecall betwttn God and the Soul, and 1 oy 
matters of Faith in the Goſpel bez 45 20 natural G 
. tight doth reach unto, onceive Tere 3s no bu fo 


power of coercion thereuntd, nor to iffiycin men from Trot 

' lieving what God ſuffers their judgements lo be perſ? 06 
ded of. Words of that ſolid weight and pretious valuJ? ” 
as delcrvero be ingraycn with letters of gold, and relight, =. 
ouſly obſcryed for ever by »!Irender conſciences , as ; 
Oracle. I T. a 

__ Conformable'ts the aforeſaid Principles, is that 
cellem'DoQtige and adviſe &t down by Mr, Parker anfl”* 


(11) | 
þBreckren, in thelr Examen of the late Syuods '_ Con- 
$ of Faith, in theſe words,,: pag. 128. Liberty of 
| Conſcience may be infringed , firſt by ſeeking violent 
means tv alter conſcientious mens qudythents , 
their preſent perſwaſion ; for it is the offtae of bim who 
"Ii the Lord of conſcience, to lighten and change mens 
I minds, when and bow he pleaſath, Phil. 3. 15, Ler us 
I therefore as many as be perfe& be'rhu: tninded,* and if 
Fin any thing you be otherwiſe minded, "God hall teveal 
E unto you. ' '. 
Ml 2. By inciting - another by like forcible means to will 
"Jand to Att againſt bis Conſcience, ind math moreby 
Jimpriſoument ;, "multts , terrows , or hreits\,” Rom. 
14.15 , 26,21, For thisss to: make bit cet bis 
J Soul, verl, 20123, as” 
3. We may not diſidhbepearnny wer =p rome » 
or make their: beerdh LO wy 720 
cine them cle Tn 
In 3. hi Be | 


Jes YR Rule and avboig 6 

S weſt , Deaceable and wi uh 1/men "Will io 2 
wickedly , and gefeve # Levy, inB ad ns tet . 

| FuBiceFfor /o doing. But © 
Bic row us; fo much «My example 30 draw « weak ' 
JBrotber , « Saint «2d felloty- ſervant of the Lord', whom” 

man tan accuſe ,'but forbisaifferttg judgment, td do'* 

7 thing again Conſcience ,\wherevy be ſhould "thy © 

n bimſelf-, as the Apofile*(prahy; Rom/r4i How * 

#cb more ought Gevernours ts be tender and abſftemioks ' 

it the uſe of violent and. coertive "means, to precipitate ' 

mts ſuch perilous and: defltative con ſes! = ns 

tbority 
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' tharity bs given A «.  H welſare., and my 
more for the preſervation , and not the deftruftion of th 


By thele confiderations (I conceive ) is clearly « 
monſtrated the freedome of a Chriſtian Soul in-hi 
commerce for heaven , which fince the mercitull boug 
ty of God bo!ds forth indifferently co all , the crycll ce 
verouſnes of man ought not to obſtru@ to any 3. ſure 
It is the worſt of Monopobies to lay impoſitions u pon 
way to Paradie z Chriſt by bis death , removed the. 
gel that chaſcd from thence our firſt parents 3 and (1 
any of us take the Flaming Sword inte aur hands , « 
ſheath ir in-the bowels ofa poor _— , who with 
fancere heart travailes ro the fame Country , only t 
cauſe he goes nor in our company? In my Fathers bouſ 
ar8 many Manfrons ,"(aies Chrilt; why may there n« 
be as many paths that Jead ro them ? If chey that bay 

ſhalt be judged" without tbe Law , xertair 


038 a [udge , who barh aſready declared by his Apaſtie 
2 Cor, 8. . If there be firſt « willing mind, it js accepts 
according to what a may bath, and nat according ti 
what be bath not. | 
Wherefore let us not by a ſuddain violence break int 
pieces the confciences of our brethren, bur: mildly that 
them iu1to a cordial and ingenuous unity, that righteouly 
nes and peace may flow together in the ſame char 
and net as broken Ice daſh one againſt another 2 ler 
patiently expeR, till che Lord be pleaſed ro-rake off thi 
veil from cheir hearts thac are otherwiſe minded, and. n« 
by forcing their judgemears, add-to their yeil of igno: 
rance a worler of hypocriGie; it being gow-a comme 
-Nzgeciment, char geacrally" the iſſye of compullionary 
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"1 kable proccedings co 


| - 

gnd IS. 1 this, te make ſome few 
F counterfcir Proteſtants, and a hoy many real AtheifFs; 
whence it Is clearly concluded, that the oacly trug means: 
of winniog ſouls ro God,is the Goſpellay way of merk> 
"2 nefſe and pcrſnafion: and indeed ic may worthily be - e- 
"A ſteemed the prime miracle of Chriſtianity, that a. perſon 
A bumble as our Saviour appeared, without rhe help of 
"1 Kings and Princes, without the enchanting words of 
" mans wiſdome, withourt rhe fighting threats of fines, 
impriſenments, and deaths, (though all theſe were ablo- 
hk ſubjeR ro his pleaſure) fhould conquer Powers, 
IJ and Principalitics, ſhould eut-charm the Magick of hut 
mane eloquence, and by the admirable ſucce fie \of this 
1 maldnes, condemn all thoſe politique Religions! that 
"| confefſe their own, crazines, by uſing crueky ro ſuppore 
A chem: where 33 to reduce the diſobedient only with the 
"| ſpirir of gentleneſs and admonition, or at = deſerrion, 


argues indeed a Divinityin the , and a Purity. in 


- the Ordinance : and here we-may;atly apply the words 


J of eur Lord, John 14. If it bed bee ot berwiſe, 1 wonutat 
of bave told you ; Itrke way of planting my Faith bad betn 
ol By inrolg penalties on che hearers, and nt rather by? 

| =/y the Preachers thereof to dapgers, I would have” 
. you > If rhe meancs of preſerving Re)igion had been: 
4 by watering ic with thebloud of: rekuſers co embiare it; 

raker than of thoſe that ſought ropropagate ir, I would 

, 7 have cold you cither by CES the world being 
In the power of my Deicy ) or þy my, deQrine , all juſti- 

J the government- of my! 

| » being derived from the warrant of my Word: 
""N Thus we ſee our gracious Law-maker , faichfu}l and 
couſtant. in his own Principles ,-The: Sow of main came 

J 70t to deſtroy mens |-ves but to. ſave them, Thus! we foe 


we our own duty to {earn of bim., for be « meek anil bums 


of} ble of beart; let us not therefore judge one another any 
4 we, but uſe our Judgement rather In {bis, that no man 


put 


brother , Rem, 14. 12, Ler us alwaies remember the! 
advertiſment which the heloyed Diſciple gives to all hig' 
fol low-ſcrvants of the Lord Chriſt ,Jobn, 13;:10, The 
fervant is not greater than bis Lord ; If you konw# theſe 
things; bappy axe yo if you dve them, ©  -* "" 


Of tender Conſciencor, 


Pome unpolifht//ines, which I here preſent for in- 
, & couragemenr” of teiderneſs , I defire may” nor be 
Srechbd to draw in a wild and extravagantlicentiauſnes, 
fince they aim no farther- than to hold'up a'Liberty to! 
fuch only as profcfie Chrift , and walk before rhe Lord 
in the integriry of theirkeare, who by the following marks 
arc cafily'diſcernable from all choſe thar*for theic blaſ<! 
phemies: in Do@rines; and debauchery in manners , are* 
warthily- excluded from' 'the | benefit” 'of this Indul-! 


* (: Suppeling firſt , as confeſt by all underftanding'men,' 
that tendernefſe of conſrience'is not the ſhine! thing wich 
reath'of judgement, ( elf: thwrecould bebnt- one only: 
kind; becauſe truth ig bit one?) bur'it Fignifies A pro- | 
ceeiding boxa- fide, without linifter reſpeRs , or difſimu- 
lacony ſeeking before a}: things to know Gbd ; and * 

abore all chings to'offead him. Ant ſecondly, 


cle, Fs cannor pierce bto the inward rhoughts' of men, 


ve mult gc ſentence asthey appear tous gyhich rule'y; 
ig cafes of this qualizy'is/ init; ſelf ſulficiently terrain; þ 


however,,;*tis the\oncly' means God hack ' allowed? 
Our rRAture/to 


of others... | 


The ſgnes then of tender. Conſciences are theſe - Tf'S 


they . lead regular , vertidous:, -and pratable lives; If 
| their | 


O19 - k 
put an oecaſion tOfall, or a ſtumbling bloth before hi | 


mee in our enquiry: to wh'1 belongs hottorable a Þ, 


guide her reſolurions inthe ' Jadging 


_ 


015) | 

their Opinions be not juſtly accuſable of ſelf-intereſt or 
{| liceatiouſhelle, bur rather require of them a prudent and 
religions ſeverity againſt the inclinations” of corrupred 
ef nature 5 If their judgements be Reddy , not fann'd r@ 
2 | a new ſenſe with every breath of wind; If they continue in 
the ſame perſyoſrons ar their death , which is no cime 
for didembling , ar leaſt we ought ro judge ſo ; It they 
nor only die in their Faith , bur for ir. not only give a+ 
| way good part of their eſtates charirably , but ſuffer all 
whe raken away patiently , and all chis for Chritts ſake, 
or ( to ſpeak more cloſcly } for that whick they believe.ro 
be his will and cammandmeut . no higher teſtimony of a 
true and real ſincerity can poſſibly be given , or eafily 
imagined ; and whoſoever dcubrs after. ſuck evidence, 
( chiefly it many concur in the ſame way ) ' deſerves to 
be condemned , as the moſt paſſionate , malicious and 
uncharicable perſon in the wed t z for though one man 
way value bis fancy above his life or eſtate, yet it is ve- 
ty neer an abſolure impoflivility,that many (ran if 
they be difcreer and rational in orher ncgoriations)ſhould 
, J agree to undo theraſelves for a meer conceit , 'did not 
fr they ſcriouſly believe ir more imports them rokeep their 

y YF3ith , than lole their Fortunes, #* 
- 3 By theſe rules we may eafily conclude the admiffion of 
»Jthoſe piousand religious pc: ſens , who were impriſoned 
and perſecurced by the late Prelates , into the number 
Yofrender Conſciences ; as alfo thole precious ſervants 
Jot the Lord , who by a voluntary baniſhment lefe their 
»: {friends and country ,, ro plant the likerty of the Gof- 


I; 0 I 


w- 


4.0.4. 9. 5» 


le Ivel amonglit the ſavage Heathens of America. 

Y, IWkilſt 1 was hniſhing theſelines aworthy friend of mine 
d'Jame to honcur me wirh the civility of a viſit; ro whom 
g Þeadin theſe laſt two or three confiderations, he told 


Ave, char as he believed the Charafters 1 had given of a 
[f Jeter Conſcience were'moſt evileot}y true , and ro ajj 
it \B un. 


Ti 


: (1 . ' 
unbaiſed-minds perfeRly ſatiltaRoty , 'yer they wereapil,, 
pliable re a, ſort of people in this Nation, whoſe beinghyh 
diſceuntenanced,is thought ſo profitable to the State,ar 
f pleakingto a certain froward part of the Miniftery,tt 
he feared my, Reaſons might encouner ſome © ionz 
unleſſe they met with very ingenuous and ail Fatered *| i; 


Readers; plainly relling me, that the meaſures I had cufing 
ont for tender Conſciences, would fit the Papifts as wellf 


T 
as if they had been made for them :; For who live mereſrec: 
ly with-their neighbors, (fays he)who deal morefſunc 
juſtly wich all men than they? who are more conſtant infſbuſ 
their Religion, and more ſcrupulous in the obſervancegſve 
oftheir Law, than they ? who ſuffer for their Faith , moreſſdon 
than they 3 nay, at this time , whs befides thera? Theyſcn' 
ſubairt cheir underſtandings to the definitions of theirh®*e. 
Church,, and their wills ro the obedience of irs Dilcid#" 
pline , in-Faſting,Confeflion , and-many other burthendſ®# 
{om duties , all which are retry -diſagreeable to-the :Diciſ®?*. 
rares:of ich and-blood , as containing the real praticey®® 
ofthe higheſt ſc1f-denial thar can be imagined: And for] * 
the ſerions hour of death, I muſt-confefle, I have knownlſ®* 
many of us turn Papiſts upon our death-bed , burnevaiſ”*' 
in all my life ſo much as once the contrary; and to ſpealf Wo 
ingenuoufly,I have eften obſerved, thatthey who go 16 
us:to them, ſeem ( which you make the only judge 
more-ſpiritual , rerired , and Gevour than before th 
left us 5 whereas of the Papiſts tha: become Proteſtant 
{: beſides the: worldly delignes they may. eafily be thought] ©; 
| £):molt-commouly they grow more licentiourg,. 
bork infaith and manners , eſpecially the Pricſs , 'whalſ;y;, 
ſeldomior never are converced, if once paſt the age olfþy,, 
maurying. mer 
I, who had alwaies believed the puniſhments laidfther 
upon them , were reducible ro civill crimes, thoughro: 
defended by them as points/of Religian.,. reſolvalthe; 
to} 


po follow thoſe ſo certain and evident Printiples , 
hich I had already framed ( for diſcerning of ren- 
ndfger conſciences ) whitherſoeyer they ſhould lead 
zathne'; and therefore defired my friend to ring metro 
ze knowledge of ſome moderate and diſcreet Pa- 
pſt, thar I might examine their Tenents;not doubr- 
ag their eafie excluſion from the privileges of ren- 
ler Conſciences : this my friend immediately did , 
efecommending one to me, a 1inorally honeſt and 
refunderſtanding man , though ( ſayes wo a little a- 
uſed in his Religion , and a great deal for it z Aﬀter 
e had mer , and agreed to diſcourſe with all free- 
arefdom,the Recuſant began with a ſhorr ſtory of the pre= 
wiſent ſufferings of Papiſts ; Whercof ( he ſaid) Some 
;obare ſequeſtred for Delinquency , and thoſe of all Cawva- 
Wier's ( c#teris paribus) the moſt ſeverely , though of 
all the moſt excuſable , beccauſe wholly gy. u 
» Wihe pleaſure of the late King , and infinitely ed ts 


s Royall Lenity ; noting it as an 157% gen argument 


of their fidelity and | *.om_gy toward ſuch as deal with 
Fthem in mercy » as alſo that their declining to receive 
Ihe Oathes of Supremacy and Allegiance , for which 
thcy have beviolis been ſo violently perſecuted, procee= 

d not from any averſion to crvill obedience , but be- 
"Meauſe there were mingled in thoſe Oathes certain expreſ- 
Wfons of a pure ſpirituall nature , repugnant lo their Con- 
ſciences , and altogether unneceſſary to the common ſecu- 


Others are equally puniſhed , that 3s , their whole e- 
ufates ſequeſtred, allowing only a fifib part for their 
wives and children, though in true reaſon they are al- 
* Gtoxether juſtifiable , baving never been in any Engage= © 
 Jment, but found only in ſome Gariſons of the King,whi- 

Wtber they were driven for refuge , being put out of the 
19rotcttion of the Parlzament by publique Proclamation , 
Yoltheir houſes every where rifled , thei goods PR 
toy | B 2 


18 
and lives endangered by K _— » Whoſe condition 
ſeems clearly to ve within the equity of that Article of the 
Armys Propoſalls,Aug.1647, That the Kings meniall 
{ervants,who never took up Arms,but only attended 
on his Perſon, according to their Offices , be freed 
from Compoſition ; much more thoſe who had both the 
civill reaſon of duty , and the unanſwerable argument 0 
neceſſity , to plead for thew diſcharge ; And ( which u 
yet more hard ) ſome Recuſants of this Claſſe,who never 

bare Arms , but were only ſound in Garrifons, for thent eg 
own perſonal ſecurity , as aforeſaid , are now rankee 
among the bigheſt Delinquents , and their Eſtates t 
be ſold, ſuch are Sir Henry Beddingfticld , Mr, B le 
denham, Mr. Gefford, ec. " 
As for the ſingle Recuſants , two thirds of their « 
Frates are ſeazed upon , only for the Cauſe of Religion 
under which notion are included all ſuch as were hereti 
fore convift of not reſorting to Common-Prayers , ſui 
do now refuſe the Oath of Abjuration, a new Oath mad 
by the two Houſes, when the former kind of ſervice w: ſu 
«boliſht , wherein the praftice is ſtrangely ſevere , f 
upon bare information , the eſtate of the - jiſpefted fin 
ſecured , that is bis 7ents , ec, ſuſpcaded , befo 
any tiyall , or legal proof, even in I times of peact 
and berg once thus balf condemned, he has no other it + 
medy to belp binſelf , but by forfwearing his religion lof 
and ſo by an Cath a thouſand times barſher than that El |; 
Officio , they draw out of his own month his conde 
4.1100. 

when the Sequeſtrators bave thus ſeized into their hand 
two third) of the moſt innocent Recuſants lands a 
goods , then come the Excizemen , Tax-gatherers , a 
othe; Colletors , and pinch awayao ſmall part of tl 
poor t1 21d p:nny that was liſt them ; ſo that after th th 
vvaut.wons I bate known ſome eſtates of 390 pounds | - xi; 
zear , riauced to diſſe than threeſtore , a lean pittani to; 


-— (19) 
fo maintain them and their Children , being perſons for 
the moſt part of good guality , and crvill education : and 
as jor Prieſts , it is made as great a crime to have taken 
Orders after the rites of this Church, as to have com- 
mitted the moſt hainous treaſon that can be imagined,and 
they are far more cruelly puniſhed than thoſe that muracr 
their own Parents, 

Beſides theſe extreme and fatall penalties that Ly up- 
on the Recuſants meerly for their conſcience , there are 
x many othcr aff tions whereof few take notice , which 
though of Leſſer weight , yet being added to the formet » 
quite ſink them down to the bottome of ſorrow and ' 
plexity ; as their continnall fear of having their hou- 
ſes broke open and ſcarcht by Purſuivants ., who enter at 
what houres they pleaſe , and do there what they liſt , 
taking away #0t only all: the Inſtruments of their Religion, 
but oftentimes , Money , Plate, watches , and other 
of ſuch popiſh Idols , eſpecially if they be found in the ſame 
ay 10072 with any Piftures , and ſo infetted with a relative 
v} ſuperſtition, 
fi Another of their afflietions is, that they, I meax theſe 

J ſingle Recuſants , bave no power to ſell or mortgage the 
fe leaſt part of their Eſtates , either to pay their juſt debts, 
ach or defray their neceſſary expences, whereby they are diſ- 
'*F abled of al commerce , and their credit being utterly 
loft , (upon which many of them now provide even ther 
dayly bread ) they muſt needs in a ſhort time be brought 
to a deſperate neceſſity , if not abſolute ruine ; and if a- 
ny , the moſt quiet and moderate amongſt them , ſhould 
any to deſire to tranſplant bimſelf in a milder Climate , and 
any endeavour to avoid the offence that is taken again(t bim 
OY "in bis own Countty, be cannot ſo diſpoſe of hs eftate here, 
 y as by Bill of exchange , or any other way , to provide 
the leaft ſubſiſtence ſor himſelf and bis Family ; A ſeve- 
as 4 rity far beyond the moſt rigid praftice of the Scotch Kirk, 
any for there ( as I am informed ) the perſons of Recuſants 
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20 
are only baniſhed out of by + AM » and probibited to 
reſide at their own homes above forty dayes in a year , 
which time us allowed them for the managing of theit 
eſtates , and their eſtates allowed them for thew mainte- 
nance abroad; A proceeding which their Principles would 
clearly quſtifie , if they could juſtifie their Pranciples,Þ} * 
Bht in England , where compulſion upon the Conſci. 
ence is decryed as the worſt of ſlaveries ; to puniſh men ſq 
ſharply for matters of Religion, contrary to the fan 
publichly received, us a courſe that muſt needs beget ovet 
all the world a ſtrong ſuſpition and prejudice againſt th 
honour and + vg of that State, which at the ſame 
time can prafiiſe ſuch manifeſt contrad ions. 


—Y 2 


To this deplorable condition ( ſaid he almoſt weeps 
ing ) are the Engliſh Catholiques now reduced, yet they pet 


bear all, not only with patience , but even ſilence ;, folff $9 
among ft the printed complaints ſo frequent in theſe times} gy; 
never any thing bath been ſeen to proceed from them 
though alwayes the chief, and now the ſole ſufferers fol $4 
their Conſciences, except ( not to be altogether wantingl cay 
zo themſelves) ſome modeſt Petitions bumbly addreſs dey 
ſed to the Parliament, though ſuch bath becn their 
bappineſſe, that more weighty affairs bave ſtill diſap po; 
pointed their being taken into conſideration ; elſe wel &;- 
they admitted to clear themſelves of the miſtakes 1 
Seandals unjuſtly imputed to them , they would not doubli min 
fully to ſatisfie all ingenuous, and unpaſſionate men, naſſjer, 
even whomſdever, that were but moderatly prejudicedſhod 
againſt theu. Mi 
To this I anſwered, that as every one ſecs the ſeolljs 7 
verity of the Penaltics which Papiſts ſuffer , ſo forÞfyat, 
my ſe]f, I believe the tenderneſfle of their Conſcie 
ces, becauſe they ſuffer ; and upon vhis ground 
ſee our Judges and Commirtee-men allow Deeds She 
where they tind clear proof of a valuable conſidera; 
tion, Burt Idolatry, and the deſtruſtiye Principlehpg; 
£08 


621) 
concerning Civil Government, ſeem to mee the two 
points that are onely and-altogether intolerable in 
thar Religion. 


Whether Papiſts be guilty of Idvlatry inthe 
Queſtion of Angels, Saints, 
and Piltures. 


deed I could not deny, that if any Opinion 
be probably rrue, perſecution in thar caſe is 
J certainly unlawtull ; becauſe otherwiſe both fades, 
Py for both are probable, if one bc-, might J—_ 
£ perſecure one another, ro'the utter deſtruftion oPa 
Ny Socicty ; and after returned this anſwer to my firft 
objeQtion. | 
we reverence indeed-((aies he the Angels and blefſet 
Wants, with areſpett far more that we uſe to men:, be- 


Te: 'Papiſt here firſt rook for granred, which in. 


ww cauſe far above their Dignity, but infimely below the-a«- 


J doration we give to G 0 D, betauſe infinitely below his 
Yexcellency. All 'the miſtakes in this controverſie ariſtng: 
"om hence, that the language' of men hath mote diftin- 


rd trveneſſe and variety than the geſtures: of their bodies: 


and yet is far leſſe copious than' the thoughts of their 
Aminds ; whence it # they ſo frequently apply fo moſt dif<- 
erent conceptions the ſelf-ſame' words and poſtures of 


celſbody, as the titles of ſacred Majeſty, moſt High, moſt 


Mighty, given to Kings and States, the ſtile of Grace 


rite Dukes and Archbiſhops, of Lord to Noblemen, Gene- 


als, Ambaſſadors, &c, of Worſhip to Gentlemen of 
eMiguality, and ſuch as bear any conſiderable Office in the 

commonweal:h ;, ſo kneeliug to Parents, ſtanding bare to' 
the Parliament and other Courts, bowing t0 one another, 
>c, All theſe very expreſſtons are the ſame we uſe to- 

wards God himſelf), and paſſe innocently , wh:n rightly 
O00 4 #11> 


23) 
—_—_ ; but toa Fe, and wilfull ſpirit , how 
' offenſive would this one word Worſhipfull be, if i be 
reflefted with a little rigor and frowardueſſe upon it ?, 
Now as every old woman has capacity enough to make 4 
different. apprehenſton betwixt going ta ſpeak with one at 
the Lion 7 Cheaphde, azg-poing to ſee the, Lion in 
the Tower ;- ſo may anythe * moſt ſimple Catholique in 
the world, by a very-little teaching, learn to diſtinguiſh 
the Crucitx which be ſees in the Church, from Chriſt 
whom he believes to be in Heaven ,, and conſequently m 
no mdre-danger of committing Idolatry to that Pitture , 
than the other of fearing to - torn im peeces by the Sign, 
Upon this 'Argument of the Papiſt, I call'd ro 
mind whar I had read my ſelf in Scripture, how thef} n 
Propher Balaam fell flat upon the ground, and ado-fj b 
red an Angel, Num, 22, 31, and loſbya gave the t] 

cl 
b 
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Ls, 


ſame honour to another , that ſtiled himſelt Captain 

of the Lords Hoſt, and' therefore could nor be rhefj Þb 
Lord, Jof. 5, 13. nay, he'was commanded yet fur r 
ther, to put off hs rover, becauſe the ground was holy, 
by the preſence of an Angel ; theſe examples, I con- 
feſle, being related in the Bible , without the leaſt 
note of reproof , cnforce us tro admir ſfeverall de- 
grees of worſhip,infinirely differing in the intention 
of the mind, though very little in outward exprel- 
fions; now by whatſoever names we Proteftants ſhall 
agree to call this behavior of Balaam, loſhua, and c- 
ven all the Jews before 'the Ark and Cherubins, 
I ſee plainly will fully exprefle, and ſhrewdly- juſti- 
he ( arleaſt from Idolatry ) all che approved pras 
Rices of the Papiſts, which truly caſt up, as far as | 
can diſcern, amouut to. no more than a reverence 
rowards Saints and Angels, ſuirable ro the excck 
lency of their State ; and for Churches, Altars 
Pictures, &c, only to an Eccleſ]aſticallt kind of good 
manners, And by the Light of Nature thus'faviees 
to me cvident, that all honor or diſhonor done 


che} 
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-the Image refle&s upon the: Principall, fince not 


one amongſt us but would condemn him for a Ma- 
lignant, ſhould ſhoot at my Lord Generals Pi- 
Aure without Temple-Bay, and if any ſhould reprove 
him for his remerity, we would preſently conclude 
ſuch perſon welafteted ro: the preſent Govern- 
ment, and not at all ſcqueſtrable ' for 1dolatry , un- 
lefle we could: prove thar- the abuſed and doring 
people ſuperſtiriouſly adored the row; - cloth ,- 
which kind of worſbip, I am ſatisfied, no Retcufanr 
gives cyenrto the Picture of owr Saviour. | 
Laſtly , I think ir probable, nor certain, as 'the ' 
Papiſts do, that the ſecond Commandement intends - 
not to forbid any ſuch inferiour ſpiriruall civilities ,- 
becauſe wiſe Governors contrive their Laws againſt” 
thoſe vices, to which they ſce their SubjeRts parti- 
cularly inclined ; and therefore down-righrt Idolatry, 
by oftering Sacrifice ts Gods made wich hits? and 
repoſing confidence in their -atliftance, beifg* the 
common . fins of thoſe rimes , *ris probable we- 
ought co interpret this' Precept, .as a proyigon-a-" 
gainſt Hearheniſh Idolarry, nor againſt ' ſuch kind 
of reyerences as the Jewes: by- Gods own: ap-' 
pointment uſed before the Atk 'and Cherupdins. ' 
Apreeable to this, is the- Opinion of the-learned”* 
Maſter Hobs in his Leviathan, where fel. -360, he 
affirms, that to worſhip God in ſame peculiar place, or 
turning a mans face towards an Image, is no! to wor-" 
ſbip the place or Image, but to acknowledge them holy, 
that 3s to ſay, ſet apart from common uſe ; for that us the 
meaning of the word holy, which implies no new qua- 
lity in the place or Image, but only a new relation by ap- 
propriation to God, and therefore is not Iaolatry. But 
to worſhip God, as inanimating or inhabiting ſuch place 


. or Image,'is Idolatry ; as alſo to worſhip God , not as 


inanimating or preſent in the place or Image but ta 
| th: 


the. end to be put in nund of him or ſome | 
his: works yi caſe the Ins or Image be dedica: 
ted or ſet up by private authority, and not by the Auth. 
rity of them hat are ow Soveraign Paſtors, is Idolatry y ® 
For the. Commandement is, THO SHALTI 
NOT. MAKE TO-:THY SELF ANY 
GRAVEN IMAGE. Li 
Thus in my judgement dorh that learned Pro« d 
teftant abſolutely clear the Papiſts of Idolarry; | * 
though. perhaps he. had more preciſely expreſt.chus || 3! 
way of tranſgrelling the lecond Commandes tl 
ment, if he had call'd'. it wilf-worſhip rather than © 
Iduvlatiy, becaule there is 'onely a want of Commilſli. $ ” 

Ony-no!excels in the degree of reverence : And 
though afterwards; he condemn ' praying to Saints © 
departed ,, as Idolaery, yer ir is only upon af 
paxzicular. ſuppolition- of his own, . that there is yer || "' 
ſuck thing as Saints in. Heaven. | n 
. When:I had-read this,paſſage of ſo famous an Au- Þ' © 
thor to the: Recuſanr, he-xo requite my civility, im- 
mediacety, ſhewed.. nie the words'of the Council of 
Trent, which he ſaid differed nothing ar all from Mr, 
Hobs,, and very little from me 2 For as I thought, 
thar.the exhibition of ſome inferior kind of reverence 
rowards:'Churches, andother Inſtruments' of piery, 
was probably untorbidden.z ſo that Council decrees 
rhe Evie lawfulnefſe thereof, in the 25. Seſſion, 
where to the Canon concerning Images, .are added 
heſc:words of explanation :;. Not that there is belie- 
wed any divinity or wvertue in them, for which they ought: 
to.be.wor ſhipped, or that they-are to. be petitioned for any 
thing,.04 any confidence ought to be repoſed\ in Images, 
as of old was done by the Gentiles ,who placed their hope 
in Idols, but becauſe the honour exhibited to.them is re- 
ferred to the Prototypes they repreſent, that fo. through 
the Images, which we kiſſe, and before which we bare: 
17 
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2 
our heads and hneel down kg L, adore Chriſt and ve- 
nerate his Saints. 

Upon occaſion of which words, the Papi it aſſured 
me, that in no Council is uſed rhe phraſe of Religi-= 
ous worſhip, when they treat of theſe queſtions , nor 
any thing concerning them commanded as neceſlary, 
ut only their lawfulnefle declared, that ſuch as find 
benefit by their aſſiſting the memory, or exciting the 
afteions, may lafely ute them,rhe reſt may ler them 
alone, provided they cenſure not the praftice of 0- 
thers, over whom they have no juriſdiion , . nor 
condemn the judgement of rhe Church, who has ju-= 
riſditien oyer ther, | 

And hereupon we both agreed in this collaterall 
obſervation , That if all modern Controverriſts 
would reſtrain their diſputes to poſitions generally 
receiyed as of Faith in - Church,of which they ate 
members, attending only to her expreſſions, and not 


- ro the terms of particular Wrirers , the differences 


amonegſt Chriſtians, ſo fatal ro the peace of Europes 


would be borh lefſe numerous, and tar more recon- 
cilable, 


Whether Papiſts be guilty of Idolatry in 
the Enchariſt, 


Efore we could proceed to the ſecond part. of 

this Queſtion, the Recuſant upon ſorne occa- 

fions was obliged ro, go into the Countrey, 
whence heſent me this following paper 2. 

Since it 1s concluded between us, that Probability ex- 

empts from. perſecution, 1 ſhall endeavour to prove that 

the Real preſence of our Saviou' in the Euchariſt 5 

ts at leaſt a probable Opinon z, and.in arder thereunto, cate 

the moſs expreſſe and direft terms of the boly SCripenres 

| as 


- 
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(26) 


as ai gr promiſe of our $AV71078, Joh. 6.5. The Yn 
bread thar 1 will give is my Fleſh, which I will give Þ| to 


for the life of the world; and ver. 55. My Fleth is 
meat indeed, and my Bloud is drink indeed, Se- 
condly, The performance of that promiſe, in the words of 
maſt:tution , Take, cat, this is my Body ; punttu- 
ally repeated by the other three Evangeliſts, Mat, 26.26, 
Mar. 14. 22. Luk. 22, 19. And thirdly, the places de- 
claring the teſe of this Sacrament in the Apoſtles time , 
x Cor. 10, 16. The Cup of bleſling which we bleffe, 
is it nor the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt» and 
che bread which we break, is it not the participation 
of rhe Body of the Lord 2 1 Cor. 11. 29. He that ca» 
rerh and drinkerth-unworthily, eatecth and drinkerh 
damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lords Bo- 
dy. Thres the great Apoſtle S. Paul, and all the four E- 
wangel:fts unanimouſly teach the Doftrine of the Real 
P,efence,& not one ſingle place prodicceable that in dirett 
terms calls theEuchariſt a figne or figure of Chriſts Body, 
notwithſtanding maintaine!s thereof, admit no proof as 
anthentical but the preciſe text of Scripture, yet in this 0 
:mportant controverſie they flie to Logical inferences, and 
Philoſophical diſcourſes, & ſo make their own reaſon the 
Indge, and tot the word of God, rendring by their new | 
and froate iter pretations this great Sacrament infert= Wi 
outy 18 dignity , not only to the Paſchal Lamb, a type of 
of Chriſt, but even to Manna, which was but a figure p. 
of this very myſtery. Cc 
" "Surely , if weſhall add io ſo many and evident texts} © 
of Scnptare , the conſtant judgment of the Fathers , > 
and the univerſet praffice of the whole Chriftian world | " 
for above a thoufatd years ( ſince ſo long is acknowled- || * 
ed the abſolute Reign of our Religion ) we may ſafely 


conclade the Doftrine of our Saevieurs pre ſence in tht i 
Euchariſt !o be ar leaſt probable , aue conſequently Ca* 


tholikes in n0 wiſe accuſable of raſhneſſe or obſtinacy o 
fc 


2 ; , 
in believing a Poſs::0u x 2004 recommended un- 


to them, 

But admitting the Doftrine of nou-reality tobe trae , 
( faid the Letter ofthe Recuſant ) yer ought wot Caths- 
likes to be judged guilty of the finne of Idolatry , becenſe 
their adoration is not intentionally direfied to any crea» 
ture, but tothe Perſon of Chriſt our Lord : and if He 
be uot there , their worſbipis miſtaken in the place , not 
in the objeft , and therefore a: mot an errour of fat , 
and n+ formal Idolatry which no rem perate Fudge will 
impute unto fin , much lefſe our merciſull Redeemer , 
who came to (ave , not to deſtroy , who accepts of the 
good meaning of bis ſervants though mingled with hu- 
mane infirmities , as when Abimelech mif-!ook Sara 
from ber busband , being informed by Abraham that 
ſhe was bis Sifter;, the ſincere and conſcientions King 
received abſolution from God- himſelf , upox this ac- 
count , that be didit (ſaith the text ) in the impliciry 
of his hearr, Gen 20. 6, which ſeems anEpreſſe aud in- 
fallible deciftor of th's Controve- ſie , that men may be 
wxbappy by being decrived , bat are not guil y, wnleſſe 
they deceive themſelves, 

This kind of reaſoning prevailed ſomewhat the more 
wich me, becauſe the Apology of the reformed Chu ches 
of France, expreſſly approves ir , ſaying, if an A- 
poſtle had by mi#t the adored ſome other man reſ1mbling 
Chriſt, when be lived ox eafth his errour would have (x- 
cuſed bim. Daille chap.11. As on the other ſide Mary 
Magdalcxs not adoring Chiift , when he appeared ro 
her in the habit of a Gardener , ZFobn 20,1. was ner 
accuſed as « defeR of devotion ; whkereſore (ince th: Pa- 
piſts all prof-fle not to termivare their adoraion in the 
ſpecics of Bread and Wine , nor any other creature , 
but in the blefſed perſon of our Lord, I conclude them 


j crroncous in their Do& ine, but not Ido{urrous in' 


thisr 


(28) 
their praRtice ; to be pirtied as Soules miſled , not per= 
ſecured as malicious, 

, Nor can'IT fatisfie' my conſcience, ſince to this 
paiar the Opinion of the Papifts is no more = to 
us,,. than that of the Lutberans , why we ſhould freeſy 
allow communion to theſe even of ſpirituall things , and 
in.the mean while not afford tbem ſo much as the liberty 
to poſſeſſe their own temporall goods, The Lutberans 
believe our SAVIOUR to be as really in the Euchariſt, 
as he was upon the Crofle , bur doe nor adore him ; the 
Papiſts both believe ang adore; for my part , I ſhould 
Clearly , either doc both , or neichzr, at leaſt I hall 
never be brought to this partiality , to cheriſh the one as 
brethren , and perſecure the other as enemies , eſpeci- {| ſe! 
ally when I confider the Chriſtian proceedings of the] jt 
Proteſtants in New-Englazd, Virginia, and the other} bs 
Plantations in the Indies, where we abhor to deſtroyſ}to. 
the Natives, though confeſſedly Idolaters , but ra-fj 
ther ſtrive to convert them , by holding our the truck] «eg 
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in love. oft 
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Whether Papiſts are inconſiſtent with Civi Ke 
Government. | cap 


| 1 424 
Y the next Pult I received from the ſame hand anef] ſay 
2ther Letter concerning the common objeCion ,fſ] axd 
that Papiſts hold many principles d:ſtruRtive-rto cif} _ 

vil Socicty ; wherein che Recuſant proteſting firft ſosff fr; 
lemaly , as in the fight of God and his holy Angels , toff car 
uſe all ingenuity and candor in his relation of theCathovJour 
like Do&rine , carneſtly entreated me togive credit tof6y11 
his report in the matters of Fatt, and fer the right, roſſthin 
judge freely, as 1 ſaw cauſe. Farr 
' We will tvide (fayes he) tbe maju Queſtion into twdſSta! 

points 


b 


'(29) 
points , a5 3t relates either to our equals , or Superiours: 
or the firſt touching Commerce and Converſation, 'we 
abſolutely diſclaim that ſcandalous opinion , That nog 
Faith is to be kept with Heretikeg 3 and fathy wen, 
that our engagement , promiſe or contratf, mary 
lawſully be broken by our ſelves , or diſpen/ed*with'y 
any Power on earth , to the prefudice of athira perſon, 
of what Religion ſorver ;, and for © equivocation\, men» 
tall reſervation , &c; 1 am confident , though T ba 
of wot bere an) opportunity to look into Books , that no Gt> 
1] nerall Council mentions eitber any ſuch word , or axy 
ſuch thing, Schoolmen indeed difÞute frequently ſuch 
ſubtilties , which by men of different principles and af» 
I ſeions in Religion are eaſily mif-underſiood , and viten 
perverted , but amoneft Catholiques every one bas [i» 
berly to deny them as he pleaſes , without any prejudice 
to Faith 5 - and though thoſe Tpeculations generally der 
| ſerve encouragement , yet when they arrive at 4 certain 
degree of niceneſie , they ratber become an innocent cnr4- 
ofty , than profitable employment ; and inſucb an infixi= 
t) of opinions , 4s Catbolike zwriters bave leiſure to pub- 
liſh , it is impoſſible , but that througb paſſion , un- 
warixeſſe , or Wumane frailty , [ome miſtakes muſt. ef- 
Jrape, and then the wnbappineſſe is , that prejudiced 
J ard captions Reader's applying their hole ſtudy to find 
unel faults , forget the good aud wholſome notions they meet , 
n ,f and remember nothing but the erroars. | 
cel} As to the ſecond branch concerning our duty ro Magi= 
ſol} firates , we deny , ſayes the terter , any carthly pawer 
, to] can diſpence with our cvillobediente , and achnowledee: 
ho our [clues bound , not only to the Law of Natme , but 
of bythe expreſſe word of God , torender unto Czſar the 
things that are Czfars , to be ſubje& nor only . for 
| Ffear , but conſcience ſake ; 37hat Chriſtien Prince. or 
wifState 25 there in the morld , whom the ſubjutts Fame 
' wit 


SC 

with more fidelity than the (9) a » French, aud 
talian., all. Catbolich Domimons > and particularly in 
England , where we are ſome of Paul , and ſome of 
| 0., and ſome. of Cephas , what compariſon 
tbere betwixt the bebaviour of Catholicks , towards 
H. 8..Edw. 6. and Eliz, ard the fury of Lutherans 
and Calviniſts iz Germany , and indeed whereſde-ver 
they are diſcontented ; yet there is a vaſt difference , as 
to Government , between theſe two caſes , to oppoſe byſjjj 
force the introducement of innovations , by which the 
peace muſt needs be endangered , and to attempt by force 
the extinguiſhment of an ancient Religion , whereof the 
people are univerſally in quiet , and immemoriall poſſeſ- 
fron , the one drives others out of poſſejJion , the o:her 
maintains bunſelf in , the one invades his neighbours 
rights, the otber defends bis own. , 

How modern experiences ( the eaſteſt argument 
to be underſtood , and ſureſt to be retyed on ) clearly re- 
ſolve this queſtion; f we but conſider the union of hearts, 
and common intereſts of State , between the Pro!eſtant 
and \Catbolick Cantons of Switzerland , where wery 
many Churches ſerve by turns upon the ſame day , for 
the exerciſe of both Religions, dividing every Sunday 
morning inte 2 parts , and aſſigning to each about 3 bou!s' 
for their devotions; wherein they are ſo punitFual to main- 
tain equality , that if the Proteſtants bave the firſt three 
bours one morning , next week they ave to have the laſt;} 
and thus they con:inually prafiice , without cnterfering off 
offending one another, | 

To thus ſo pregnant example ( ſieffiicient of it ſelf toF® 
clear the conſiſtency of theſe two Religions I ſhall further 
add their fair comportment one towards another ,in many 
Provinces and Free-Towns in Germany ; but moſt re, 
markeable us their friendly and peaceable living together Þ| 
in Holland , even during ſo long and dangerous watsY 
with Spain ; Spain the chef protetfor of the Cathol:c 


faith 


JT 
faith ; Spain the moſt zealous propagator of the Pontife= 
n al authority ; to whoſe dominion if the jrnited-Provin- 
of Þ tes ſhould again return , certainly the Catholicks there 
«} might prudecntly promiſe to themſelves all poſſible advan- 
tages ; yer notwithſtanding ſo great occoſion of jealouſie, 
the States (than whora none are more vigilant over their 
true intereſt) bave not only with ſceniily, but exceeding 
as] bene fit to their (ommoz-wealth , tollt;ated the Catho- 
byF likes of quiet converſation , to live freely amongſt them. 
bel 4nd on the other fide the Catholikes , inpratituge ſor [0 
ceN favourable « treating , bave exatily correfFonded to the 
mercy of their Magiſtrates , with a moſt conftant”, ſon- 
vere, and faitbfull obedience, | 
To none of theſe ſuſpicions are the Recuſants of Eng- 
Jhnd i the leaſt meaſure obuoxious, becauſe whaiever 
change of Government can bappen , they muſt expe but 
""Jj« milder degree of diſaffeftion towards them , at moſt a 
Wufferance , no encouragement , or particular confidence; 
amd infallibly , if tbe rigor of the Lawes ( made upon 
a different motives which are now no ways preſſing ) 
were qualified to a temper of mercy , that the Catholikes 
Jnight evjoy but balfe the Liberties to which they were 
r# , they would be the moſt quiet and uſefull Subjefs 
f England , fince their Religion oblige to obey the laws 
ſul commands of their Superiours , 0t only for fear , 


ol 
F WI con] cience. Nor did ever the Very nor (t of thcm Fir 
or $n any [edition at any t1me when they were admitted to 


But baife the common rights of Engliſh. men , nor were 
ey many that ever attempted their own relief by entar- 
ing thetr Countries peace , all thereſt ſetting quietly and 
nj Penently u#ndet. the burtbens which the beavy band of 
re Bboſe times continually beapt upon them, 

ber | Now that the crimes ( though zever ſo bainous \ of a 
arsfew diſcontented & deiperate ſpirits ſhould be imputed 
l:ch$o their Retigion , whoſe principles expreſly condemn 
aith C ſuch 


ſuch conſpiracies , ſeems exiremely rigorous 3 but wh 
fo thoſe diſhonorable imputations are joyned intollerableh, 
penalties both upon our lives and eflates , and not onlj 
againſt the then living Cathalthes , but all thtir poſterity 
ts this very day , ſuiely it muſt needs appear the moſt 
barſh and ſevere proceeding that ever was prattiſed m 
the world. wherefore 1 (halt cloje this ſecond Letter with 
my bumble prayers ts the gracious Redeemer of out 
ſoules , that you would ceaſe to impute all our faults ty 
our Religion , and we begin to commit no other ſaultifi 
bat our Religion , ſo ſhould we bappily overcome og 
own infe,muies , and fully ſatisfie your jealouſies. 

When I bad well peruſed this Gentlemans diſcourſe 
and attentively read his Letters, I muſt freely confeſ 
I could nt have believed that cither the Papilſts had 
ſuffered ſo much from us , or been able ro ſay ſo muchB- 
for themſelves, Ido not mean in order to prove the 
truth of their Religion , bat the unreaſonableneſſe of th 
our perſecution 3 fiace really ro my underſtanding} # 
our jealoukes of their obedience ſeem as uneccllary unt 
us , as prejuliciall ro thera z for I am conhdent therei 
no Religion in the world , but by good Laws again 
breach of- peace , 'and due execution of them , may bY; 
mage conliftent with any Kingdome or Commong 
wealth whatſoever. Who more oppoſite 1n belicfe thenſ,,.. 
Chriſtians, Jewes , and Turks , yet we ſee by experhh 
ence that Zews are not inconfiltent with the Goverr 
meat of Chriſtians, nor Chriftians with that of rh... ; 
Tw;ks , no nat ſuch Chriſtians , as ate here in Quelllg 
on, Papifts, | 

As concerning the DoEcine we charge upon them ob, 
the Papes power over Supreme Magiſtrates, I had th 
fortune ſome few years fincero meet with a paper tl 
cicerly aniwered all my difficulties , wherein were writ, 
ten the Negative ſubſcriptions of many Engliſh Recy 

ſanl 


ts againſt theſe three fol , M Propofirions , as no 
of their Faith or Religion , the Subſcribers being 
WIÞSoth in number and quality ſufficient to repreſent the 
zole body of them in this Nation, 


, That the Poye or Church hath Power to abſulve any 
perſon or perſons from their obedience to the civil and 
politicall Government effabl:ſht , or Cabe eſtabliſh: in 
this Nation in civil and political affairs, 

lieÞ+ That by the command or difþenſation of Pope or 

Charch , it is lawfull to hill , deſtroy , or ao any 

injury to perſon or perſons living within the Kings dy» 

fe | Minions , becauſe that ſuch a perſon or perſons are 
ſell #cuſed , condemned , cenſured , 07 excommunicated 
ad} for Error, Schiſme;, or Herefie. 

ah That it is lawfull init ſelfe , or by diſpenſation from 
the *he Pope, to breah promiſe or oath made to any of 

if the fore(aid perſons , pnder pretence that they are 

Heretiques. 


W Theſe they utterly diſclaim and renounce as no part 
Pitheir belief , profeſſing under rhcir hands thzir readi- 

F<lic ro abjure ( if the Stare ſhould lo require ) the prac- 
ile and execution of them all : which gave me ſo much 
ae mores ſatisfaction , by how much it was befides my 
peftation , nor have I naw any thing to ſay againit 
hem upon that account. 

And indeed, if we.confider th: ſe differences between 
5 impartially, our ſuſpicions are nor only confuted , 
Sur ſhamed by own daily experience ; for we truſt Pa- 
isin afl Negotiations , as indiffterently as Prgteſtaxts, 
May even: our Travellers and Mer&hants beyond Seas 
where the Papiſts are Maſters ) coaverſe and rraffique 
arely with them , and yet I never heard the leaſt 
dmplainc of any one ſingle Proteſtants being cheated 
them , upon preteace of exemption or Pm" 

2 an 
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and therefore ſince they practiſe not that pare , whichjcar 
may ſomerun?s be proficaþle , J cannot think they holdenc 
to no purpoſe , that which is alwayes prejudicial, Yhg! 
For my ſmall exp-rience in the-world , all the objccat 
tion that ever [ heard of againſt cle credir of our Papiff 
was chceirbeing diiabled by ſequeBrations ro pay theitffol! 
debts , not taught by their Religion to deceive theiff F 
Creditors Waid 
If cheir DoQrines were ſo geſtruRive to civil Socieryſ(P+ 
as our accuſarions pretend 3 how comes it to paſs thailf 
our fundamentall Laws were enaR:d by them , who In#H# 
veſted the Supream Authority of this Natioa wich 
Honourable Priviledges , and yer provided ſo prud-neljÞv, 
for the jaſt ſecuciry of the people , agaialt the unjuſt ent 
croachments of Prerogative ? from whom have all thol. -V 
excelleat cuſtomes and Statutes of this Nation deſcenfj8r 
ded upon uz? is it poſſible we ſhou!d derive all the anc 
ent Priviledges of Parliament , and Liberties oft| 
Subje& , contained in Magna Charta , &c, from thifffal 
timcs their Religion governed the Land y and yer ſan 
den 
r 
rt 


now their Religion is inconlilteat with; the Governimet 
of the Land ? asic is very true, that ſomerimies th 
Pop:s power herz was abuſed to ſupport a temporal in 
rereſt , ſo ir is evident to thoſe chat know Hiſtory , thi 
his mediati>n hath been avaliabl:, both for the preveaſp&u 
ting and reconciling of our dift.ren<es, as well with c 
neighbouring Ki :gdoves , as amonglt our ſelves, ac 
Nor is it poſlibie that any Model of Governm: 
ſhou\d be abſolutely proof againſt all exceptions, bur W@&! 
th: expcrience of five or lix hundred years ſome abulf* 
will certainly happen ; whence ir is calie for a (evere olf® 
ſerver to gather objeRions enough to puzzle the maſſe 
able, & politique Statiſt in the world to anſwer, eſp=ciallſ© 
if they be managed with dexcericy and eloquence” W* 
m9'130 a half wirred and ftubbora people , '#29 necithy.” 
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. if (35 
Han guide themſclyes,nor will be led by others, nor blind 
Menough co be ignoranc, where they are, and yer toe ſhort 
fehted to ſee whether they goe 3 unhappy chiefly in this, 
e Atbat chey are tender in the ſenſe of any preſentevil , 
fapod wholy incapable of fare-ſeeing the deſtruRion thac 
ejffollows their impatience. 
ell Hear whar is {ajd charitably of the Papiſts in the fore- 
Maid Examination of the late Synods confeſſiun of Fatih 
wyl(p.266.) The Papiſts belizve in the [ame God wi'h the 
aiProteſtants , even in the Father , the Son , and the 
aHoly Ghoſt, though they differ in ſome Articles, or 
\ (branches of Articles of their belief , and ix their way of 
wa ſirp ; yea ſome of the Papiſts are regenerate , Sanſci= 
enfeatious , and veriuers perſons. | 
old Wherefore ( I humbly conceive ) our Magiltrates and 
enMiniſters oug ht fincerely ro enquire into: the truth of 
zciFbings , ani make a conſcience of judging or preaching - 
ehtherwiſe then ſecundum probeto, and not upon bare 
ealouftes , or the blind opinion ofthe Vulgar , con- 
mn any free-botn member of this Nation, farther 
en he ſhall” be proved to be guilty : Nor dol believe 
k reaſonable , to tharge evecy unjuſtibable aQion of 
ioFarcicular Papiffs, or extravagant opinion of any 
Nate writec amongſt rhem , upon the whole body of 
er Religion ; The Decrees of their Courcels , they 
Wrofclle co be the only abſolute declarers of ti eir Faith , 
Smongit whoſe dererminations there are faults enough 
hich they ſtrive to defend, no need of impoſing upon 
lem errours , which they flatly deny 3 Ler us lay our 
ands upon gur own heats, we our ſelves want not 
r capriches and cxorbirant canceirs , which ought 
Wot co be imputed ro the whele reformed Religion , bur 
zal$® the imperteQion of kumane Nature, eaſily decclved 
th the Colour of truth , and paſſinaccly in love with 
1 own invention. 
| C 3 Beldes 


Beſides , inſtead of Males and dangers , I 
not ſee bur great (ecurity and advantages would accrue 
to this Nation , by treating in merty all peaccable Pas 
piſts; the Pope would be deprived of that ſpecious pretext 
of releiving his diſtrefled Flock ; the Princes and Scate 
of thar Religion , weuld for honour as well as Conſc 
ence, upon all occaſions , expreſle their farisfation 
ſee them mercifully uſed , whom for their proteſſiog 
they account brethren ; and for their ſufterings , 
ryrs, The Proteftazts in other Countreys would | 
more aſlured of the freedome they enjoy , and mc 
hopefull of obcaining new encreaſes. ot their Liber 
The Papiſts of Exgland would be bound by their © 
incerelt {the ſtrongeſt obligation amongſt wiſe men) 
live peaccably and thankfyliy in the private exerciſe 
their conſciences , and, becomming gainers by fu 
compaſſion , could not ſo reaſonab)y be diltruſted , 
the Prelatica?! or Precbyterion Party , who mult need 
reckoa them felyes no ſmall lofers, in that the reir 
of Aurhority arc taken out of their hands , whil 
they -had' by curns abuſed imo meer whips tor th 
brerhren. © ' 
Of the one we have had too long experience in el 
High-Commiſſien , eſpecially ſince its power was ovt 
grown by the conſpiracy of the Stur- chamber , a-Colt 
where Fines were impoſed , nor according to the qu 
ty ofthe offences , bur of the judges , who thoughel 
below their honour to puniſh under thouſands of pour 
for every Peccadillo. | ; 
Ot the ocher , though our tryal has been ſhorr, yet 
was very ſmart,and lives {till inthe memory of Englal di 
which is eyry day refreſht by the preſent praiſe of Self th 
lard, wherethe Kirk has condemn'd a!l that differ & P; 
the lealt ticle of her humor; crying 4Anathema Maranitlf ty 
upon all the Congrezations of the Saints, as apy ; 
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(37) 
by their Synodicel AF fer torth in Fan 1650, and ene 
to their brethren in Edezburgh , where , having firſt 
called our wayes abominations , and our ſelves a per- 
exth verſe Generation , and branded thoſe few honeſt Scors, 
Sy who ſuffered themſelves to be undeceived by the reaſons 
3 and civility of our Army , with the infamous narne of 
| A”oſtates they proceed to the moſt bicter, malicious and 
onff ſcandalous words that an inraged Scot can utter , ſpeak- 
ing chus to their Party : we exhort you, and by all the 
er over you wehavein the Lord ; require you, care- 
nory fully to avoid all familiar converſe of eve/y degree above 
iy «#, that you beware to joyne with them ( thoſe that ad- 
owl here to the Parliament of England ) in any publick or 
) uf privateexerciſe of Rel:gion , thoſe who will adventure to 
- Of touch pitch,may be defiled before they be aware:thoſe who 
ſuc will not abftaine from the Hae/lots , ſhall wot be inzo- 
cent ; Take beed( dearly beloved) of them that ave led 
I by tbe ſubtilty ane depth of the Devil, and among all bis 
inf uments, we intreat you to avoid none more then theſe 
19 miſerable Apoſtates of our owe Nation , for we conceive 
'wone More fitted to work miſcbeif among you then this ſort 
of mes, And in their motives or grounds fora Faſt in 
June 1651. their expreſſions againſt us are no lefſe bit- 
: ſee how their zcale boyls , while they are but a 
dling , while we choake the fu-Il in its own ſmoake; 
1 how will cheir fury cun over , when the tire ſhall by any 
if ſuccefle be raiſed into a flame ! how will they drown the 
und whole Countrey inan inundation of more then Aati» 
1 chriſtian ſlavery / 
at's Bur becauſe I perceived by a paſſage in the R-euſants 
$aly diſcourſe, that nothing lay more keavy upon rhem than 
Saf the: new Oath of Abjuration made by the Presbyterian 
cr Party in the beginning of the late rroubles;I ſhall adven- 
211 ture humbly to move lome Qu2res thereupon , tranſcri- 
F bing firſt atrue Copy of the Ee ir ſelf, 
4 
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(38) 

I A. B. Do abjure end renounce the Popes Supremacy Ygo! 
end Authority over the Catheliche Church in generall, 
and gver my ſelf in particular; and 1 dee beleive that Yent 
there 1s not any Tranſubſtantion mm the Sacrament of the 
Lords ſupper, or in the Elements: of Bread and wine; af- 
ter Conſecratron thereof by auy perſon whatſoever, and 1 Jin 
as beleive that there is no purgatoryz and that I" 
the Conſecrated Hoſt , Crucifixes, or Images ought $19 
not to be wor(bipped , neither that any worſhip is due un- 
to them? arid I alſo beleive that Salvation cannot be me- 10) 
\ Yited by wotkes , ava all Doftrines in affirmation of the 
ſaid points , Ido abjure and renounce without any equi-/ 
vocation, mentall reſervation , or ſecret evaſion whatſo- 
ever, taking the words by me (poken , according 80 th bee 
common and u{uall meaning of them. So belp me God. Þ®! 


t. Whether this Oxch do not flatly contradi& thei 
known Laws of the Land, by enforcing a free-born Ens bu 
gliſh man to accu'e himſelt , with ſo ſtrong and dange* li 
rous a temptation ro perjury, where the choice is onl ſh 
this, either forſwear your Religion , or ruiae your e* th 
ſtare ; a ſevericy that far'exceeds the tyranny of the Pre-}| 1* 
lates, whoſe indignation ſtayed ir ſelf upon the exrerioug 
non-conformity , whereas this paſſes on co conſtrain t 
inward beli:f ot the mind , which God ( the ſearcher of la 
all hearts } hath reſerved to himſelf , and all this, in 
Queſtions no waies concerning either Idolatry . or the 
ſecurity of the Scare, as Purgaory , & the Do&rine of 
merits 3 for that conſcience that is not wide enough to 
ſwallow all che Ox:h,howgrezt (ever the part is that he ,, 
can digeſt, it will do him no goad. 

2. 1his Oath being who!lly Negative , &no pofiri 5 
Articl:s eltabliſh:d by che Pa liameat, ro be propoſed 
to all as the touckſtone of Faith , whether it be conſcis 
eAtioug 
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ntious to oblige the Pol ro ſwear away his own Reli- 
cy {gion , before we have provided another for him? 
7 | 3. Whether it be conicientious or reatonable for us te 
xt Jenforce this Oath on the Papiſts, fince we have many 
be {godly perſons of our own party , who will not take it, 
fe Jznd others who will not iwear at all , Hear what b ſaid 
' x Fin the Examination of the before-mentiond Synoaical 
at {Confeſſion pag. 238. Thertis a greater reftraimt laid w= 
be $j0u #5 now than an the Old Teſtament .Mat.y 34, James 
M- 
Io 
be 
vie 
ſe: 
th 


5.12«which bath maae ſome to ſhun Oatbs, though called 
Ito ſwear by the Magiſtrate in matters lawfſull. And a- 
gain , thatit is a fs in thoſe, who impoſe unneceſſey, 
ſubtil and enſnaring Oaths Zach. 5.3,4. Thereis acurſe 
Þ gone out againſt (wearers, as well as againſt theeves: be- 
becauſe-of necdlefie ſwearing,as well as falſe ſwearing, 
a Land is made to mourn, 7er:23.10. 

4. Since all theſe Negatives arc not clearly ſect down 
the$ in Scriprure, as Fundamental points of Chriſtian Faith, 
:n«{ but deduced from paſſages, ro which the Anſwers are be- 
pe- lieved as probable by them, as the arguments by uz, why 
nly hould we ſo cru-{ly perſecute one another for Dorines, 
- e-|| that are cithdr obſcurely revealed , or nor neceſlarily ens 
re. Joyned, 
our $5: How fhall, we defend rhe Oath againſt this 
4 Objection, that any cw, Tuck, or Infidel may take ir 
off awfully, according to their principles, nay will de- 

in light to ſwear againſt To many points of that Church, 
hell Which ( by reaſon of their confining Territories ) 
of mainly oppoſes them ; nor haye we any Law ar al 
"of (£2 my knowledge) for which Jew, Turk, Heathen, 
rel the moſt grofle Hcarheniſh Idolater is ſcqueſtra- 
ble, nor any penal Oath zgainſt the moſt extraya- 
gant blaſphemies, that a looſe wit can imzgine, and 


( a ty mg tongue utter, as Kanters, Antitrimitarians, 
ie | 2nd the like > Whar can b- more deſtruive to the 
r» yery foundation of Chriſtiani'y , than the prophane 
10ugy : 


and 


and ſcandalous blaſphertes of Mr, F'y, a late Mem? 
ber of Parliament , who publikely in print not only 
denies,bur derides that Supreme Myſtery of Chriſtian 
Religto , the ſacred Trinity, calling it a chaffie and ab} tt 
ſierd Opinion, &c. yer the mercy of the Parliament of 
contenred it ſelf with a moderate and fayourable pu-Jj Er 
niſhmenr, excluding him only from fitting amongſt] K 
them ; and if his Dignity and publique Character d: 
had not renlercd him obnoxious to the crime off at 
ſcandal , he might perhaps have remained as freefſ {e 
from trouble, as all the reſt of his Opinion do , wha «: 
never yer have ſuffered the leaſt molcſtartion for thefſ tl 
greareſt exorbitances that can be deviſed. I P 
In particular ar the Quarter-Seffions at weſtmin-} th 
fter, on the 24 of Iune 1651, there were five Ranters 
conyented before Colonel Baxter and other Juſtices, 4 
and ſufficient proof, that they had maintained that *! 
one Robins a Glafier was a Prophct, and that his wifth at 


was with child of the Meſſias , with ſuch other blaſ je 
mous ſtufke : bur four of theſe, not then abſolures} P! 

y afferting thele Opinions, nor yer denying themg}' M 

bur evading the ſeveral queſtions demanded of them} #3 
by che Bench, were diſcharged, the fifth was cone in 
mirted (as he well deſerved) nor for his - Opinions o::P! 
bur for calling the Juſtices Traitors, &c, On theſp ®1 
{ame day a Gentlewoman great with child, and ſome w 
others, were alſo conyented for a ſuppoſed hearing « fe 
Maſfle, on the day commonly called Chriſtmas-dayy 4 
1659. at the then French-Agents in Long-Acre ; and le 

though there was no dire& proof that they were at} 5! 


Maſle, bur at Matrins or Prayers before' Maſſe , yer of 
Colonel Baxter did maintain againſt ſome. other at ex 
the Juſtices, that Mattins and Maſſe was all one, and! 

ſo the Gentlemen and the reſt were fined one hun 
dred marks apeece, and ſent to priſon, according td 

the rigur of che Stature in that behalf men 
mage 
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made : The ſeverity of which laſt proceeding , and 
the parrialiry of the firſt, needs nd Comment. 
nl Why muſt the Papiſt be rhus fingled out from all 
þ24 the reſt, and peremprorily forced to this hard choice, 
ach} of either fortciring his cſtare, or torſaking his conſci- 
a. ence 2? If we fear their increaſe, we overvalue their 
ff Religion ; If we doubr their diſturbing us, we une 
er} dervalue our own ſtrength ; abundantly fufficienr 
off] are the means which Goa hath pur into our hands, ro 
ee} ſecure our ſelves from a few diſarmed Papiſts ; abun- 
hol} dantly ſufficient were this only proviſion, to exclude 
he} them from Offices of importance,and execute ſevere 

4 puniſhment upon ſuch as ſhould attually atrempr any 
n-f| thing to the ditcompoſure of the Stare, 
rs} Nor can ſuch gentlencfſc and moderation towards 
es, quiet Recuſants, be juſtly accounted a toleration of 
at} them, becauſe ( I conceive ) that word Ggnihes "an 
ifeh ablolure equality in all civil reſpe&s berwixr Sub- 
al} jets of different judgements in Religion , ele the 
ee} preſent ſufterings of Papiſts, paying their rwo thirds, 
mg Might by the ſame frowardnefle be accuſed as a role- 
i ation, whereas the penaltics indeed are alregether 
of intolcrable, Nor to inflik the urmoſt ſeyerity of 
puniſhment, is not preſently to bc reputed an allow- 
ance of the crime : God himſelf {uffers all the fins 
eh we commir , but approves none of them ; we our 
ſelves daily permit miſchifs ro ayoid inconveniences, 
and for that reaſon we prohibit not Maſſe in the hou- 
ſes of Ambaſſadors, nor puniſh Uſary , rhough the __ 
Starure ir ſelf, 13, Elix. $. brands ir with the name 
of Vice, and moſt Divines hold it a dereſtable fin, 
expreſly forbidden by rhe Law of God, 
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A conſcientions way of ſetling Religion Y© 
propoſed, . ud 


N the ſame place where God commands children} ys; 
ro obey 1heir parents, he forbids parents ro pro«Þ (af 
yoke their children, Epheſ. 6, And where he ex- 
acts fidelity i: lervants, he likewiſe requires modes ge: 
Tation in Maſters, nay more, the Text includes e-Þ jj 
ven bondmen and ſlaves, enjoining the Maſters ta 
forbear threatnin;, knowing that their Maſter alſo 1s 1#Þ (a 
Heaven, neither s there ieſpeft of perſons with him; me 
thus clcarly doth the word of God condemn as well G 
harſhneſs and cruelty in Governours , as ſtubborn- 
neſle and treachery in Subje&s : ſo that there is al-J ac 
{oa rendernefle of conlcience requifite on the MagisY] ge 
ſtrares pa: t, to proceed fincerely and purely fur thel 
good of the people, that he may truly ſay with theY 1, 
Apoltle, 1 /ech not yours, but yo, 2 Cor. 12. 1. And}; 
again yerſ. 17. Di I make a gain of you, by any of them} ar 
- whom T1 \ſent unto you 7? in which two lines we areYygi 
'Phaialy adyerriſed of the cheif danger which SuperkY Jet 
ours ought carefully ro ayoid , chat neither them» x1 
ſelyes , nor their under Officers make a profit off y- 
mens .conſciences concerning matters of Religion, Þ ax 
Since therefore rhe onely tolerable defign of rhe} þ; 
arrecor in ſuch caſes is the benefit of the ſufferer, 
 &'necefiarily follows, that before we can with the 


- leaft c6lour of juſtice infli& a penalty upon any diffe 


renr profeſſion , we ought to uſc all means poſtyble ra 
recoyer them to truth ; and therefore our firſt wor 
ſhould be vo collc& a body of poſitive Articles, eviaim 
dently contained in Gods Word, and abſolutely newiſhy 
ceflary ro mans falyation, ir being very __ I c 
dA 1 


pen the publike form of Faith in the Negart 


JF cauſe my believing Chriſtian rruths makes me a 

J Chriſtian , and nor my diſ-belicying the errors thar 

J oppoſe ir, clſe hc that belceves nothing at all would 
be the beſt Chriſtian, 

In order to which colleQtion , the moſt religious 
ny way is , that every one that will modeſtly , may 
=} ſafely propoſe and diſcuſs thoſe difticulties he meers 
=} with in Gods Word, and if after all pcſſible dili- 
c<yl gences of ſtudy , meditation and praycr , no ſa- 
e=Þ tisfaftion or union follow in any point, it is an evi- 
ta} dent fign the queſtion is either obſcure or unneceC{- 
aYJ fary , and then provide for the peace of the Com- 
"| mon-wealth, and ſubmir the reſt ro the plcaſure of - 
119 God, | 
n-3 When we have agreed upon a ſummary of belicf , 
”= according to theſe three conditions , Poſitrve , evi- 
21+Y dent , and fundamentall, ( with which the Creed , 
hey commonly called the Apoſtles , ſuirs beſt cf an 
heP Þ ever ſaw ) then ought the Magiſtrates hold fo 
nd in the ſpirit of love and mcekneile , thoſe ſo clear , 
MY and important verities , and if any ſhall be found + 
reJ&ifſenting ( which I am contident will be yery few): 
rity Jer us follow the Apoſtles rule in puniſhing , ag 
my tle one it is indeed , but powerfull , to Theſ: 3; 6. 
Wy withdraw from ſuch a one , that he may be aſhamed 
and verſe 15. Eſteem him not an enemy-, but corrct# 
him as a Brother, at woiſt , rebuke him (barply, Tit 1. 
13. and after the firſt and ſecond admonition rejebt nm, 
neq Tir, 3, 10, that is, leave him ro the hardnefle of. * 
FF hcarr'z if his Conſcience grow tender, it will check; 
[eat obdurarc he will ſoon break our into Icudnefie,and 
rezthen be juſtly pun ſhable bythe law , as other cri- 
'1-F minall Befatiors ,, only we muſt be carefull norte 
1C- ricipare his condemnation before he be legally 
ganyinced of ſome aCtuall offence - againſt rhe pub- 
Ic Tepoic | - 
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.If we ſuſpe& rhe difatfeRtion of any Party , as the 
Papiſts , ler us firſt make it their intereſt ro loye! 
their Country , by creating them ar leaſt merciful.: 
Iy in it, and then we ſhall have a fair tryall of their 
hdeliry ; 'I do not know one example , where, to a 
Prince or Statc that uſed them well , they have; 
ſhown themſelyes ungratectull. | 
And though it be the duty of every Chriltian to love 
his enemy , and do good to thoſe that perſecute him, 
yer lurely ir is a bard ſaying , 2nd the molt lincere pro«; 
feflors of apy Religion whatſoever find diſficulty enough, 
ta obſerve it; even Proteſtants 2s well as Papifts knows 
how te fall out with thoſe Maziſtrates that oppreſs them, 
elſe how ſhall ws: excuſe the civil Wars of France , Ger- 
many, Holland ; &c. if we have not recourſe to the" 
harſh uſage of their Superiours 3 nor need we (eek the? 
realon of theſe diſorders amongſt the articles of any p 
ties Religion , when by the inſtin&t of Nature , nots 
only man , but even the moſ} trivial creature thit ſeems? 
to haveno incereſt ja the world , attends with diigence! 
rathe preſervation of of it {e]t; who can blame the hum= 
ble worm chat whilit we walk fairly by , it proftrares it 
ſelfe before us , and lowly creeps upon the ground , if 
when we tread upon it, it lift his head , and ſtrive to 
wring it ſelfe from under our cruell feer ? Notabiy to'Þ his 
this purpoſe .is che old example of the . Privernates an} tic 
ancient people of I'aly who having rebell'd againltF 6 
the Common-wealth of Rome , and being almoſt quiteF jo 
reduced by ferce of Arms they diſpatch cheir Embaſta*'Y pr 
dors for terms of peace ; the Senare fternly ask them; 
what new peace they could expeft , who bad (o inſo* 
tently inffinged the old ? To which they Rtourly anſwe 
tgd , we muſt now take ſuch conditims as you pleaſe ta 
give ; if they be moderate , you ſhall find us faithfull 
f toobeavy , we ſhatl poſerve them only till we ma) 


ſafi c 


16Y ſafely breeh them : Which free and ous expreſſion 

TJ induced that wiſe Senate to aflign them their own de- 
mands, This ſo full and pregnant inſtance I humbly 
offer , as moſt worthy the umitation of our Exgliſh Se- 
F oate , that even to Recuſants, who ingage to live inno- 
ve cently and quietly amongſt us , ſuch reaſonable condi- 

© tiens of ſubfiſtence may be allowed ( ſince they arc e- 
ve | qually with our ſelves born to the freedome of this Na» 
1, { tion ) as their conſciences be not violated , their ſpirits 
o=Þ inbircred , nor bumane infirmity tempted ro deſpair ; 
ply Þ ler us rather encourage them to come to our meetings , 
wel and freely propoſe their difficulties , which zow they 
ny} dare not , for fear of diſcovering their judgmenty , to 
7-þ the ruine of their eſtates, Ler us . þ the ſame gentleneſfe 
he'Y here in Exyland , that his Excellency the Lord Gene- 
he'ff rel! praRtiſes in Scotland , towards thole that are not 

J ovly otherwiſe minded in Religion , but contrary minded 
oo] in civil concernments , and Qual in arms tc maintain 
as their oppoſition ;. he invites them to conterences, and 
celJ bimſelfe with admirable remper and moderation mana- 
my pes , the ditcourſe , allowing free liberry of reply 'to 
WY} the adverſe party , withour paffion , bitrernefſe, or 
if threarning , and though he find nor the event antwe- 
to rableto his endeavours, remains at leaſt ſatisfied in 
to his conſcience, by having given a reaſon of his ac». 
an tions 3 and whom can we better imitate, -thea 
lt fo grear an inſtrument of the liberty wee all en- 
teh joy > or wherein can we follow him with ſo much 
ta-Þ praiſe both of God and man, as in the mildnefſe 
m of of his ſpirit , by which he conquers more powerfully, 
ſo*F than by the ſharpneſſe cf his Sword } have not the 
vo Patiſts underſtandings as well as we, which our ar- 
e 1 gumenrs may reCific > have they nor ſouls to ſaye , 
11 F'wbich our charity may gain ro heaven ? why do we 
'& nor cre a Committee to purchaſe Souls,as age as 

on 


" 


contraQtors to ſell Jands + why is there not eſtabli 
ſhed a Commairree of Salvation , as well as of Indem 
#ity , where the queſtions of Religion may be freelyſh 
diſcuſt , and the diſtrcfles of a render and innocent 

Conicicace imparrially relicyed 7 if men dealr mild- 

ly , and only by the Goſpell way of perſwaſion,ſure: 

ly there woall in time grow focicty , Commerce 
and mutuall confidence, and fo frequent opport 
nirics of clearer information ; when once all jealo 
fics and miſunderſtandings of one another ſhall be 
Jaid aſide, rhe differences amongſt Chriſtians will 


ſoon be reconciled , if not to an abſolute and predbec: 


ciſe unicy of Faith and Dodtrine , yet art leaſt to 
blefied union of peace and loye. 

Oh how much better and more admirably div; 
is the gentle merhod of the Chriſtian , how to pr6 


Paga:tc it ſelf ia plain evidence of , be ſpirit , then rhellighe; 


unnaturall Turkiſh cruelty, of raking children frox 
cheir parents , or the unworthy Mach:iavilian polic 
of raking the inherirance from the children ! or 1 


Iy, which is worfe than cither , the barbarougly 


Hecheniſh tyranny of ſhedding of bloud , and re 


ring limb from limb mcerly upon the. account of Rex my 


lig.on. 

Nor can I find any farisfaRtion in that ſhuſflin 
and hipocriticall diſtinion , invented by t 
Lawyers tn deccive the common people , whole fin 
pliciry and innocency they cafily beguilc, by pred 


rending that none are cxecured for Religion , bulge 


for offending againſt rhe Laws > what can be mo 


palpably falſe , or devilithly malicions then this} KC 


whodoes not ſee , bur by this rule thoſe bloody rys 
rants , Ncro , Diocleſian , and the reſt of the ten in 
famous perſecurors ,muſt be canonized for good and 
conſcientious juſticers , becauſe they judged acco 
ding to Law?who docs not {ce that by this rule rholhy 
glorious. 


/ Ss; 


rious Martyrs , who watered rhe Chriſtian Faith 
ith their pretioug blood,nwſt be accounted traytors 
becauſe they ſuffered according to Lawznay eyen the 
ntFcurſed Iews , who crucified our blefſed Sayiour, im- 
I pioully alleged the felfſame realon for themſelves » 
Sue have a Law , and by that Law he ought to dye, Toh, 

* 1819. 7- 
"Nor can I forbear to confeſle how extremely un- 
welcome that ſcuryy news was to mc, of one j17ight 
betaJeſuite, being drawn to T yburn as a Traytor up- 
Jon a hurdle for Ris Religion, on the 19 of May 1651. 
becauſe I had ſoofren commended the moderation 
#rhe preſent aurority,as having never ſpilt one drop 
Fo blood for Religion : and though the Sequeſti ations 
of all peaceable (Recuſants were Blatly againſt our 
AMaximes, yer the preſling neccſlicies of the Stare,& 
their = 0667 apr I alwaics belieyed)of taking a- 
oliay all penaltics upon the conſcience, after a ſhorr 
ze , when the Government ſhould be a little ber- 
rſerled , exceedingly qualiticd rhe harſhneſle of 
hole , pecuniary ſeyerities ; but now with prief I 
amuſt lay down my arms. , and with ſhame reyoke 
\eefall'my arguments which I have hitherto uſed, to leſ- 
i the injuſtice of our ſequeſtring for | conſcience 
nd pacifie rhe ruines of many welaffe&ted. and reli- 
ious perſons , who highly diſlized even that Soul- 
Jnoney , as King Iames uſed to call it, wherein as I 
wve'had no {mall fuccefle , fo now I cannot with a 
Ye conſcience endeavour any more , leſt I ſhould 
Fe-opetare to deccive the people ; Sequiſtration: L 
nfetſe did threwdly crack,bur this killing has bro- 
© Fe: « in pieces all our Principles. Againſt 
lat have we principally foughr all this while, bur 


lercencie in religion + For what have we made ſo 
many redious Matches, and Declarations, bur Liber- 
9 of tender Conſciences + 1s. this ta kold foith the truth 
= D in 
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in love; Is this to inflrutt c -. "4 as becomes tl 
{ ryants of the Lord > let us take heed how we fa 
into the han4s cf the living God, let us alwayes ref h 
member that voice ſpeaking within us, They ſhall be » 
judged without mcicy , that have ſhewed no men , 
Beſides the ſharpneſle of the ſentence, rhe very h 
Trial (as I am informed) had. many ſingular and 
unuſuall paflages, as that nothing was proved 
ainſt the Priſoner, but thar a great many years 
po he had ſaid Maſſe in Flanders, and this only by 
one Witnefle, and one who in open Seſſtons profe 
a particular piqze and quarrel towards him , al 
ging an old grudge as one of the reaſons _ 
came up out of the Country to ſwear againſt hin 
no diſturbance of the publike repoſe, nor ſo m 
as the Jeaſt breach of peace laid ro his charge F 
only his being'a Prieſt, and in England : And wth 
this was his only crime, is unqueſtionably clear War 
the Miniſters charitable offer ax the Gallows , 
there wes'yit time cnongh ſor him to ſave hu life, if 
wou!d renounce his Religion, and become a Proteſta 
which he reſolutely denying, as againſt his con{W$ai 
ence, was hiſt hanged amongſt the Thieves, atlthh 
"Murderers, and then quartered-as a Traitor ; 
"yer both Sheriff, Jury, JuJge, and every one hill 
- *coopcrared ro the execution, all feriouſly profel 
-; Thar nothing is ſo dear ro them, nothing ſor 
- -*nableinir Bl a$ INCOCTCENCIC in matters C& 
ning the ſalyarion of our ſouls, LI pray God w 
not too guilty of having a form of god!ineſſe, but: 
; yine the power thereof. I prayGod theſe ſevere $& 
poſj ellary proceedings (eſpecially this laſt of ble 
jo diſpleaſfing to the SpeRators, and unprefieal 
the Authors ) become not in time /a pre dich 


} * WY 
our Brcr!.ren beyond the Seas, .a diſcontent 


* 
r friends at home, and a ſcandal ro all the world; 


Ffor-thart very . day of ' the Prieſts execution 1 ore- 


heard a nimble-witted man ſay theſe-words, Since 
we are-come to this paſſe, that we can fight againſt the _ 
Covenant for Reformation of the Kith ;, ſequeſter men. , 


| far Recaſants, and continue their Scqueſtrations; , whe- 


ny ther they continue there Recuſancy or no ;, make. a cloſe . 


, ve with Spain gs and; openly hang up: Jeſuires , , 


T'ANIMA-MEA CUM PHIL ©- 
SODHIS, td 1 | 
Surely. ir were far;berter ro let the Papiſts for a 


Mf uhile, practiſe rheir/kind. of Chriſtianity, than upon 
Jaſudder deprive them! of the onlyReligion ro which 
 Wthey are accuſtomed, and ſo.indangex, rhe driving of 


Sane *d, drawn and quarret'd by Law, and yer at 


them. ro 4thei/72, inſtcad of reducing them 10! 704 


= 


udf igftaxcy. PORSIPY mreaonh ls 
7 Beſides, how eafily may the like ſeverity be excr- 


d againſt our ſelves, if any Power diſafteRed. ro 
wdlinefle ſhould ' gain /authority over.us? It is buy 
raining the word Recyſant a little above . the.com- 
won notc, it is kurt making our holy Conferences 
Itxeaſon by Statute , and: then all the, precious 
ints and dearcſt ſervants of the Lord, way. be 


e lame time our Executioners may protefie (as ſe 


Wioully as we now ſeem to_doe) Liberty of {Con- 
Wicnce;only rhey will th:nk ir reaſonable to be their 


g interpreters, and conf: quently intend- by this 
laming ſound of Liberty, an abſolute and ancon- 
tollable freedom indeed., bur ro be enjoyed by 
bae bur. themſelves; . How do the Papiſts chem- 

yes int France outgoe us in their render and mo- 

ace: behaviour cowards. the. Proreſtancs ,of rheir 
puntry, notwithſtanding former provocations to 

Maude in the laſt Civil Wars > nay norwithſtan- 

ig preſcar FFOYPORUPAE) ty our ſeverny againſt or 

" ; y 4 


d s 7 
of rheir profeſſion in Engiand, they: diſpute openly o} ſe 
and oat hoe rogether, nor only rhe Clergy , bur 
Tradeſmen 6ne with another ;- ar many ' of which" thi 
conferences I have been preſent in Paris, where e-«Þ| ri 
very one freely defended his own Opinion , ſo ci-)} ſh 
villy and peaceably, that I never returned from the'y - 
lace of choſe diſcourſes, without exceeding com" ley 
Fart and ſarisfation, thinking often with my ſelf ,1} go 
ir were a faſhion as worthy- ro-be rranſported into 
Ergland, as any our Gallants bring from thence, \/ * bly 
t the end of the Diſpute, ( which is nor upon Jr 
any {olemn cballenge, bur caſuall, though very of-'Þ| da 
ren ) if either party ſeem unſatisfied, his iberry is ve 
inviolably preſerved, withour ſeizing upon a" pens the 
ny of his Eſtate ( which there is accounted ' but 4} #be 
Poe covetouſneſſe) or rouching ſo much 'as # 


ad) 
air of his head, (not ro ſpeak of ſpilling his' blodf] the 
for a differenr opinion ) which they dereſt' as me 
abominable*cruety, but with a courteous friendlia] far, 
neſſe and murual compaſlien, part in as perfe@'chay me 
rity as they met, cach hoping and praying for the 
others converſion ; in themean while the King al a 
lowes' # eertain number of publike Churches w H 
Proteſtants, and as much liberty'in private for tl he | 
execrejle of their Conſcienees, as any diſagree 
from the common belief of the Stare can reaſonabl 


Ceſfire, Jnou 
Ir Jo 


Nay, even the Spaniſh Inquiſition (fo uniyerſall 
abhorr*d) pratiſes all imaginable means 'xowardy *! 
rhe acculed, to reduce his judgement to theirs, b$- 
fore rhey pronounce theirs againſt him , and'-upil 
conformity immediately acquir him z whereas 6%" 
Conſcience-ſequeftrations are laid on | withol?"* 
any diſputing, and hardly raken off upon PU 
io much” cohtorming ;- which yery thing -I ti 
heard ſome Presbyteriaxs objeR to us, though" I 

| c 


| | ( (3d 
+] ſelves made the OW... | on oſe'to pinch 
7 the Papiſt, yer they-ſaid* it was: intended j only for 
»Þ crimes of War, when all other wayes, cither of con- 
« __ by reaſons, or convicting by Law, were ob. 
| ſtructed. 
"| - And, promeating upon the ſame ſubjeQ, they al- + 
kJ] leged divers Papilts by name, who have not only 
& to Church, bur taken both the Commuznion,Oath 
off of Abjuration and Engagement, and all this undenia- 
 t] bly-proved by ſufficient Teſtimony , yer after ſo- 
nf kmn+ debate upon - their Pexitions . in Habez- - 
fa daſhers-Hall to be no. longer puniſht , ſince they 
is] vere no longer guilty,” the Commitlioners declared : 
ax that it was not expreft in axy Att or Inftruft:ons from 
al the-preſent Parliament, what ſhould amount unto, or be 
a adjudged by them to be a Conformity , and therefore 
they continue the ſequeſtrations as formerly , n«#+ 
off fanding ſuch conformity as aforeſaid ; In particu. 
tay ar, on Wedneſday the ſecond of Iuly, 1651. It was 
| the caſe ( ſayes my Presbyterian friend ) of one 
wh Smith a ſuſpefted Papiſt, who had Lands in the 
oy Soke.of wincheſter ſequeſtred ;- upon his appeal ar 
WH + Ay he produced ſufficient proof that 
ef be bad been ſeveral Lords dayes ar Church, and 
a0 bad twice taken-the Oath of Abjuratior, but one of 
\biyy the Commiſſioners made anſwer, that this was not .e- 
| _ , be muſt alſo rake rhe Communion, otherwiſe 
muſt continue ſcqueſtred as a' Papift ; whereta 
I Smiths Councel replied; That if it were a mark of P = 
Saſs not to have recerved the Communion, we are (ſaid 
nie) all Papiſts in our Pariſh, for we bave had no Com- 
28 #41102 3 our Church theſe four years 5 And *tis very 
probable that that very Commiſſioner who made 
gihis objetion , hath not of late, and perhaps 
will not receive the Communien in manner 
is preſcribed by the Statute ; and cerrain* 
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ly it is a very ſad caſe for us to force others, under)f} ;, 
{0 great a penalty , as the $ ackeation of thai F I's 
ſtates, to do that which we will nor do our ſclves: all fo 
the relief and hopes that Smith and others in biz R; 
condition ( who have both gone to Church , and 1; 
taken the Communion,and Oarh of Abjuration ) have] ay 
received art the {aid Hall , is, that the ſaid Commiſs'Þ] 
ſioners have promiſed to moye the Parliament , wi 
know what ſhall amount unto a Conformity z, and ff foo 
might alſo be delired , ro know what Religion rhy 
Papiſts ( in caſe they be forced ro leave their own) wh 
ſhall conform unto , fince we have three ſeveral tha 
Religions , that at preſent ſeems to have an equal th, 
power or influence; the Prelaricall or old Proteſtang] wh 
( as ſome call it ) is eſtabliſhr by law ; the Presby«Fho! 
terian carries the yogue in the Pulpit ;z but the Laeger 
dependent has the power and Countenance of the Go 
State, Certainly the abovelaid ſtrange proceeding} nec 
mult needs appear , both to all reformed Churchetas 1 
abroad, and to very many conſcientious people 1 
home , as ſavouring of a Lin to make ſure of thi}jl ce 
Papiſts eſtates , whatſoever Lecomes of rheltlay 


ſouls. 4 
And all this while we hold ' forth meekneſſe , ar pe 
all this while we cry up L:berty of Conſcience | Is the! 
poſſible we ſhould ſo far forger our principles , as 
ſeize the eſtatcs of our neighbours and kindred tfſtec 
Rel:gion , and art the ſame rime profefie ro ventumſcom 
all our own, to-purchaſe freedom of Religion ? haut 
it poſſible we ſhould expoſe our own lives in ſo lawfeiy 
and dangerousa War , to eſtabliſh and ſecure Libpr:1 
ty of Conſcience; 2nd at the ſame inſtant of rime,hanglef t} 
draw , and quarter men for thcir Conſciences? hallfſef tl 
fall we anſwer ar the day of Iudgment , our (he@{Tril 
ding ſo much blood to deliver our Country from 6 tp] 
ercency lm matters of bclicf, if as ſoon as the powell 


OL ji; in our hands, we imbrue them in the blood of our 
=f Countrymen meerly for their Religion ? have. we 
I fo ſoon forgor thoſe ſharp reproofs ot the Apoſtle , 
$ Rom, 2. Behold you are called Iews, and reſt in the 
10f Low , and make your boa(t of God , you hnow this will , 
Ve and Sy the things that are more excellent , you are 
SY confident that your ſelves are guides of the blind , and 
all lights to them that gre in darkneſſe , 1nſtrut 1's of the 
if fooliſh , and teaci#rs of Babes , who have the form of 
ll lwowledge and of truth in th: Law, you therefore 
nl who teach another , teach you not your ſelves ? you 
allF that preach a man ſhould not ſteal , do you ſteal 2 you 
Uh that abbor Idols , ao you commit facrilege ? In the day 
when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of men by Ieſus Chriſt , 
well how can we anſwer that excellent and felf-cyi- 
las dent preceprt of nature , Do as you world be done unto? 
che God is not mocked ; he promiſes indeed , that the 
gl neck ſhall inherit the Land , bur ſurely mcans not ſuch 
net as ſeem meek only ro inherit the Land, 
1 Thus ſharply went on my angry Presbyterian, and 
Il confeſſe I was extremely aſhamed ro hear him 
thy ſo much reaſon , that uſed ro ſpeak nothing bur 
*Ipaſſtion , and ro ſee my ſelf ſo confounded by one , 
ar I have alwaies overcome with eaſe upon any o- 
$ Miter fubjc& , and ſhanld bave liked far beer his 
5s Wiebſeryarions (which with grief I acknowledge to be 
Liftoozruc and open to all the World ) if they had 
runfcome from an indifferent and unfaftious ſpirit, be- 
2 Bcauſe I ſuſpe& rhey may perhaps proceed rather from - 
anfieivy rowards the gainers than pity upon the loſers ; * 
ypr. during the violent,and therefore ſhorr, dominion 
of the Preſbyterians, never were more cruel rorturers 
theCon{aence than they , never a more tyrannical 
aceTribunal than their 1:Te d;vino Aſi mbly,and claſſical 
1 ffHigh-commiſſion ; bur the hand of the Lord ſtop 
owllthem in their full carierc , and by wofull experience 
D o they 


they now find the truth of Gods rhrearningsy}”" 
If you bite and devour one another, take heed you be not 
conſumed one of axothei , Gal, 5. 15. *'T 
Wherefore it ſhall be my dayly prayer ro our great 
and good God , that he would graciouſly inſpire hip 
ſervants , who now fit at the Helm , to prevent rhe 
like heavy judgments upon themſelves , and ſerb 
ouſly conſidering that borh their iance to Re 
ſon , their duty to God, their Engagement to their 
own Principles , call ſo loudly upon them , theyſ 
would fulfill now our joy , and compleat the goodF 
worke ſo happily begun , by putting the tender. 

conſcienced and peaccable-minded people of this] 
Nation into a condition of perfc& ſecurity. for mat 
rers of Religion , which cannor be effefted wirhouth; 
a generall A of Conſcience-indempnity , firmly ty 
be eſtabliſhed as a fundamentall Law of the Land, 


for all that prcfeſle the Goſpell of Chriſt, N 
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Ince there is ſcarce one whom ſometh 

in theſe few ſheess will not pleaſe, nor y 
many whom ſomething will not diſpleaſe 
they therefore freely ſubmir themſelves , nd 
only to the Judgment ofthe Civil Magiſtrati 
þut of every civill man ; and I have { acc 
ding to the Order of Parliament ) hereunti 


ſubſcribed my name, 
William Birch 


«Perſecution forReligion 
condemned, &c, 


is 


N the precedent part of this Diſcourſe , 
I have demonſtrated ( according to thar 
light which the Lo7d Chriſt hath infuſed 
into my Soul ) how much coercency in 
Religion is repugnant to the Law of 
| Nature, and by many evident and 'unanſwe- 
rable Texts of Scriprure,ſhewed,how diſplea- 
fing it is toGod,how improper ro advance the 
power of godlinciſe, and how extremely dif- 
agrecable to rhe {weer Spirit , which guided 
our Lord 1:ſ14s in the propagation of hus Gof- 
pel. And after in the ſame litrle' treatiſe T 
ff procced ro prove( by the exprefie words of the 
Wllaments and Armies Declarations ) thar 
the grearPrinciple wherein we glory, & waz? 
J we have ſo long foughr to eſtabliſh, is a pers 
fe& Goſpel-freedom, & abſolute deliverance 
of the Conſcience trom all Tyranny and Op- 
Wopreſf on, "14D 
Which Diſcourſe as I compoſed in all hum- 
blenctie of ſpirit , and afterwards oftered ro 
the gracious Redeemer of our Souls , who 
pave. me the ſtrengrh and power to finiſh 
It to his glory; So 1 find not only my ſelf (for 
which 
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(56) | 
which I humbly thank the bounty of my 
God ) confirmed in my former judgementyy 
bur others in ſome meaſute convinced iff 
theirs, of the unreaſonablegeſſe and finne ofIT, 
Conſcience-Perſecurion, '-_., ' 
Concerning which pious and modeſt temper | 7 
of mucuall forbearance, I ſhall only add to wha 
Fhave mepgiangd in the former pare, this plain] 
and familiar Obſervation , That as the ſure} -- 
. marke ef azender conſcience in our ſelyes , is af 
"render ſpirit to others , ſo the moſt infallibly 
fign of a hard & tony heart in our own breſts is, ];, 
when we flit in pleces and ſhipwracke the Come þ 
ſciences of all that rouch upon us;Bur praiſed for| © 
ever be the Name of our Goa who till proceeds \ 
to guide and illuminate his Choſen , gracioufſy te 
diſpoling them neither to preſume upon thems 1 
ſclves for their knowledge, nor be cruell againſt t 
others for their ignorance , but humbly adore}. 
and wait upon the Divine Providence in the dif |;: 
poſure of all chings -; which fills my ſoul wid | 5 
exceeding joy when I conſider it to be the genes a 
rall ſenſe of all rhe truly Godly and well-affes | 
Red ia this Nation, thar no quiet and peaccable by 
Chriſtian be deprived of the cheif content &; 
comfort of this life, which certainly conſiſts in 4 a+ 
xeall and impartiall , yet unoffcafive , liberty | 
to {exve his God according to kis conſcience, th 
Many Pctitions I could here cite in affirmanceg 
of this Truth , from ſeverall Provinces of this }F® 
Land : but I fhall trauble the Reader onely: 
with theſe rwo , rhe farſt was preſented ro thef®* 
Parliament upon rhe fix and rwentieth of Mach [6 
1649. from the County of Leicefier, wherein, 
theugh I were none of che ſubſcribers , ry | 


T G7 
ny to yay 1027 lends prin 
—_— << as concciving the 

| i boch juſt and reaſonable 3 it bure this 
Fi] Thc, 


| The bumble Petition of divers wel-affefted of 
the County of | Leiceſter, im —_ mM them- 
, ſelves and the Nation. 


þ Nd the ſeventh Article or Branch of 


r one may enjoy the juſt freedomes t4 wor- 
þbip God according to bis ward, without wy Co- 
[: ave or Reſiriebive conrſes to the cantr, 
. The Perition being read, the Gentlemen 
a thar preſented it were called in , and Ma» 
Fw f eaker, by Order of the Houſe » gave 
earty thanks, Ec. 

7 on the 2 of April following , like Petl» 
tion was pgs entituled , The hawble Pe- 
lition aud Repreſe wut ation of [everall Churebes of 
bed 12: London commonly, tbougb f IT A 
ﬀe- Mabaptifts , which was alſo gracivuſl 
ble [My the Houſe » according ta the Mexic of a cone 

Kjenciout a ſure , and the juſtice of ſv glorious 
in1 arorye ts a 
_ At whichrime we began ,to-ſhake 
= that intollerable þurtheo of 1/acher , the Prev» 
* -[byterian government, which has bia Gone lince po 2 
od mcalure effeed, through che bleſh 
_ Lord Chriſt, and pious care of his-1 = 
2 merits , the Garernpurs of this - Common= 
ai vealed, | 
ein, | Toſomuch as nd perſons of what ſociety or 
-r I F:lwafion ſocver in.this Natien , are at preſent 


did] - 


the, Petition -was this. 7. That every 


7 


nee 


r eheir Copicieace onely; or diffs 
rence. in ouward worthip , but the Papiltg 
whom [ a therefore ( according ro that Prir 
ciple .-- charity which abſolutely commands my} 


ſpiric , ) obliged ro make the chicf ſubjeR « 
this {) hour: | , pO 


-In order to which performance, I hare ( ſince > 
the »riting of my former ſheets ) often waited | * 
up-n Gud in humility of ſpirit, and endeavo- þ+. 
red to iriform my (elf, as much as I could- of 
the trutiz, and particular manner of their ſuffew}, 
ings and co that end have ſometimes purpoſely 
attended at Haberdaſhers ball co hear their Caſes | 
pleaded, where though I ſufered ſome perſecus $41 
rion from the croud & noyſe of thar place, yer ahh 
more was'the greif of my mind to behold b nas 
ny diſtreſſed ſuters , whoſe Countenances wenf|&, 
made ſad by the fear of a fatall Order for thei 

erlſhment. Þe 

ut before I proceed to any of thoſe partleuy 

lars, I muſt (at leaſt in my own judgement} 
cleer rhe Papiſts of obſtinacy'and non-ſubmiflis}g; 
onto the preſent government , wherewith the lat: 
were by ſome acculed , asa fufficient ground ' of--7 
all cheir puniſhment, from which impurarion bj 
ſhall cably deliver the m by tranſcribing a Copyitbe 
of their Perition , which they have: with mr kb [bs 
diligence and humble importunity , addrefied 
to very many members of Parliament , profes 
fi:'g ro wair oncly the-happines of an eppormuni| 
ry co preſent it to the Houſe and” being « Pape 
at teaſt's or 6 moneths old, and delivered why7 
fo many perſens, with whom I have the hovlyy 
nour to be acquainted”; It” fell by chance incoh 
my hands , haying- I- confelle of late ente 


- 


« 
| as. 
- 


} 


V/ 


particular = b recreation | ro paſſe 


pe par of my time in ſuch curiol 


Al 

ſo the 5 uptine Authority of this 
[Nation, the Parliament ihe 

'- Comimon-wealth of © - 


Excriand..... 


x The humble Petition of the. Ro- 


| al Man Catholikes,: 
iy. 


j| your Petitioner's beve long -waites:ſome 
1) happy leifure\, when thrre might be- a bear- 
-alowed them. "of their many jad prefferes,the 
iebt whereof hath ſunk them [oe 1% now, 
| rg oeery ro uſe thei 
ne}yne J debts , make the leaſt proviſion for their 
1 rew , or: \relieve themſelver ; 5 rig wh 
tireme neceſities. Ti 
"That even ſuch of your petitioners ji 45 &y je- 
red for delinquency , bave fiilk. comforted: 
-of ir ſorrowes | with this bepe t,; o:tbat- at: 
Wang they ſwould certainly be !4ceived to wercy; 
Pace pr. generallV'O'TE $ for compoſtron of- 
17.0f MARCH 1648.ſeem realy to imply 
capableitbrreof , when the Rults\congern- 
them ſhould be agreed upow. +; þ\ 

#1 That now theawiſedome of the Part aventiop- 
thing it ſelfeto eftablifh the people! of this -Corm- 
mox-wealth i 4.q uiet and ſatled conditien\, Jour 
rr rraliecp ee handy coyftiges: ted 


T) 

they alone ſhall not be ex2inded from ſo « 
ſall pe prod # | 
4nd therefore bumbly pray, that the Laws, uy 


weqor> concerning them may be tah 


into s0nfrderation , and ſuch clemency axifiell i 
F 8 ſed rowa/ds them by compo 
$80 & diſt, 45 in the judgment 
banowtehle Hiu{e may conſiſt ,veith the pub 
like peace , and your Pe'iciopers Comforts 
ble iving 'n _ oo covnng, 
ud they, further bumbly pray , that it 
To + Parlidmink bs  voncbſafe thi 
che permjfſion of tletringtherr Religiaipine 
from whatſoever may be inconGftent will | 
Government , which will afiuredly be 1-1, 
eb flatt:(reiaf ation, if the/e Bay be « £ 
Mircee\appainted, by ban the iv | 
on whout. __ may | "Provilege\ ov 
attend; 
andyowr Petizioners fhaltever proy, 


is. to my ſenſe beares lr ſelf wich fo n 
reſpe& and ſubmiſliveneſſe in the * | 
"Thad it can no ways be interpreted ty 

hecomming the duty of good and peaceable h 
RAsz and for the marter. of :the- Petition ," i 
ſeems to my oye ſo reaſonable, rhar | cantilſ®! 
belicve\, but after 2 lifle: pititnce , cill orb! 
more generall aff i $s aFord: the [Pai liament led UW, 
lure , iowil ettrainly rece.vee ſaiivfactory and" 
releeving Anſwer z Eſperially fiace not Of 
lack Papitts,, whoſe - mbderare:'s 

eaves rherty\ forme: hope of rmerdy g? dorfucl | 
for preſervarion -of their lives,» were fareed il 
fy io the ldgu tio ——————_— 


{ 


- 


4 GT 
, thing againſt the State ; but even the 
4 ES , Who all this while have ſace till 
\ ader ſo mavy preflures, and never were cha 
Wokh orker accuſation , than their Religion , yer 
L freely and bumbly ſubmir in this Patitionts 
abſoluce pleaſure of the Parliament for cules 
| >mpofition , and this (asto the Gngle Pa- 
kit ) for an offence , which in no ether Sociery 
Chriſtians in this Nation is accounted any 
Jaime ar all ; being mecrly their different judg- 
nt in Religion ; a proceeding wherein cer- 
Silly wee ſhall uſe too much. ſeverity , and 
eipirciallizy,if we make it not only unpardogable, 
ot unredetmable, . 
In thecloſe of their Petition chey humbly beg 
uae favourof an opportunity to {atisfy the Par- 
ment in the point of conſiſtency with Civil 


e Wovernment., which being the chicf ObjeQion ... _ 


bat (withour paſſion ) can be made againſt 
n , ſurely we ſhould not take offence , at 
-_ſcir moſt diligear applications , and utmoſt 
@ccavours,to "_ emſelvs from ſo deſtru- 
1 | 2 chop e, laid upon their Religion. 
AlI.And as 2 urther ekence of F ag xe 
| earneſt defires ro perform that which their 
Wcticion offers, 12m informed diyers of conlide-- 
1ndfble quality amongſt chem were then in town 
animouſly agreed upon this following Expla- 
Won , tn declare and witnefſeto the world the 
giferſeR conliſtency of their Religion, both with 
onlavil Government ,. and ctvill ſociety , joyning 
nefſ80 in the ſame. Paper, the like expreflions of 
tele Belief concerning ome few other points 
wah they were informed tobe more obnoxious 
Wocexceprion , kan the reſt 3} As the guy i 
| u 


Ie 


, 


ing þ/\ 


| (62) 
luing of hol Scripture , and over-yalui 
authoriry of the Church : Inyocation of $2 
and Angels, and worſhip of- Images ; and 
bore all, the proud opinion ef Merits : 
Papey they drew up as a preparatory to a mc 
full and perfe@ clearing of their Faith 
thoſe prejudices and miſunderſtandings , whidy pr 
ordinarily men of diff:rent perſwaſion enrercain ! 
eſpecially in Controver fits about marters of Ref fa 
/ ligion, 


ve 


The Paper , containing certain Doftrines of ib 
the Papiſts, and by them delivered toda 
vers perſons of qualit) for their particul Mt 
ſarisfattion. | ; 


| {to 
I E believe the baly Sctiptures to be of G ſu 
s Pet,3.16, Wome inſpiration and infatli)le Auth 
; rity; and whatſoever is therein ta" 
tained we firmly aſſent unto, oi to the word 

God , the Anthor of all Truth, © 
But fence in the boly Scripticres there are ſo 
things bard to be underſiood, which the ig - 
rant and unſtable wreſt to' their. own deſirq... 
Aion ; we herefore profeſſe (for the ending}, 
cottroverſies in or Religion , and ſerling of pea ©), 
in our Couſciences ) to ſubmit our private jul] | 
ments to the Iudgment of the Church , repreſtq,,,, 
tal in a free Generall Conntil, "Jobe, 


| 
our 


{bo 
IL 2. We buthbly believe the ſatred Myſtery of! Wc 
a Tim,r, tbe Bleflcd Trinity, one Eternal, Almie! i} 5 
I7. and Incomprebeufible God , whom only , we tha! 
dore end warſhip , as alone baving' Sovertlfhy ; 
Dominion over all things , ty whom = we'll ple; 
vow 


\ 
” . 


i 6 
Wi lowledge as due from _ and Angels, all glg- 
ny y,/er vice, and obedience , abhorring from our 
Why hearts, as a moſt deteſtable Sacrilege, to give 
aw Creators honour to any Creature whatſoe- 
ver, , 
- And therefore we ſolemnly proteſt, that by the 
Wo prayers we addreſſe to Angels and Saints , we 
ny mtend no other than humbly to ſolliciie their aſſi- 
Ref ance before the Throne of God,as we deſire the 
4 prayers of one another here upon earth , not that 
4 we bope any thing from them , as original Au- 
»e of thors thereof , but from God the Foxntain of 
44a Goodneſſe, through Jeſus Chriſt , our only 
-ulf Mediator and Redeemer, 
Neither doe we believe any divinity Of wver!ue 
+4 to be z2 Images, for which they ought to be 1wor- 

ON ſhip'd, as the Gentiles did their 1dols, but we 
gl retain them with due and decent reſpett in our 

al Churches, as inſtruments, which we find by ex= 
perience, do often aſſiſt our memories, and excite 
our affctiions. 


oW 


1 A- 3. we firmly believe, that no force of na'ure, 
$9] n07 dignity of our beft works, can merit our Ju- 
Iſtigcarion, but we are juſtified freely by grace, 
a Athroueh the Redemption that is in Jeſus 
PAAChriſt, 
Vt And although we ſhould by the grace of God 


perſevere unto the eadia a godly life, and holy 
obedience to the Commandements , -yet are our 


{bopes of eternall glory ſtill built upon the mercy 
0 of God, and the merits of Chriſt "> 

gs: 41 other merits, ( according to our ſenſe ef 
we that word ) ſrenific no more, than AfFtions done 
erefhy the aſſiſtance of Gods grace , .to which it has 


ves] pleaſed bis goodneſſe to promiſe a reward ; a Do- 
WHg - E (F138 


II 


om.3 +24 


Luk.6.38. 
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Arine ſo far from KS... j. to the 
the holyScripturesgthat it 15 their Peg | Ms 
to invite and provoke us to a diligent obſervance (es 
of the Commandements , by promifing heave} 5 
as the reward of our obedience,t Tim. 4.8.GodsJ $0 
lineſſe us profitable to all things, baving the pro. | 60 
miſe of this life, and of that which s to come,f| ! 
And, Rom, 2, 6. God wits render to every max [i0 
according to his deeds, to them, who by patient} 
confidence in well-doing ſeek for glory, and ha be 
nor, and immortalitie, eternall life. And againg | 
Rom. 8.13. If you lrve after the fleſh, you ſhall F* 
die, but if through the ſpirit you mortifie the (©) 
deeds of the body, you ſhall live, And Hel #3 
6. 15. God 4s not unjuſt to forget your work and 
labour of love, which you have ſhewed for big 
name, &rc. Nothing being ſo frequen' ly repeatelf 
n the word of God, as his gracteus promuſes 
recompenſe with everlafing glory the ſaith and 
obedience of his ſervants ; No is the _— 
God barely according to our works, but high 
plentifull,even beyond our capact:ies, giving full, 
meaſure, beape1 up , preſſed down, and ru (1 
ning over into the boſomes of all that low to | 
bim. ly th 

Thus we believe the merit or rewardableneſſul® 
of holy living ( both which fignifie the ſame 
thing with us ) ariſes not from the ſelf-valut 1 
even of our beſt ations , as they are ours, bit 


7 
Wit 
oN 
Wy 


. fromthe Grace and Bounty of God ; and for on 


ſelves, we ſincerely profeſſe, when we have dom| 
all thoſe things which are commanded us, we at 
unyrofi able ſervan's, baving done notbing but 
Frm which was our duty ; So that our bu 
ing 1 not in our ſelves , but all our xlorying hs 
5" mY 


4. 


5. 
4. we firmly believe, and highly reverence the 1V 
Moral Law, being (0 ſalemuly delivered to Mo- Exod, 20. 
& |} ſex pon the Mownt, ſo expreſly confirmed by our Mar, 19. 
ex | $44401/7 in the Goſpel,and containing in it ſelf ſo Eccleſ,1z. 
de pofect anAbridgement of our whole duty both to x, 
0. | God and man, 
which Moral Law we believe obliges all men. 
an $10 proceed with faithfulneſs and ſincerity in their 
mutual contrafts one towards another ; and 
bes | therefore our conſtant profeſſion is, that we are 
ing | moſt ſtrictly and abſalutely bound ts the exatt & 
all | #7" pn” vers of our promiſes, made to ary 
the (8/011 of what Religion ſoever; much more to the 
eb, | Magiſtrates and Civil Powers juunder whoſe pro- 
ind1ufon we live,whon we are taught by the word 
hig if God, to obey, not only for fear, but conſtience 
tel 16k* 3 42d to whom we will moſt faithfully ob- 
; [ve 047 promiſes of duty and obedience , not- 
and uitbſtanding any diſpenſation, abſolution, or 0+ 
y ther proceedings of any forein Power or Autho- 
i 
full 


whatſoever. : 
wherefore we utterly deny and renounce that 
ue falſe and ſcandalous Poſi:ion, that Faith is nor 
to be kept with Herericks, as moſt uncharita- 
ly imputed to 0ur == , and moſt unjuſtly 
eſſe pyumed p03 0K7 Religion, 
a Theſe we fincercly and ſolemnly profeſſe, 
bal - 2s in the fight of God,the ſearcher of all 
. owl Þcarts, raking rhe words plainly and 
dal fimply > in their uſuall and familiar 
o pl ſcenic , withour any Equivocarion or 
- but Mencall Reſeryarion whatſoever, 


bob} —— 
T1'. 


"I Heſc expreſſions, concerning four of rhe 
moſt offenfiye points wherein the Papine 
E 3 ifker 


(66) 
differ from us, have I confeſſe = me 4 
great and unexpeged farisfattion z And 
chough I remain in the ſame mind as to the 
erroneouſneſſe of many of their Teners, yerl 
ſee we may eaſily be 109 paſſionate in the dx 
gre: of dereſting any difterent opinion, ſince 
every errour is not preſently ro be cenſured y 
as an unſufferable abhomination ; and roo ſe- 
vere in the degree of perſecuting the difleys bo 
rers from our own judgements, as if (er 
were unworthy to breath the ſame ayr with} 
our ſelves, $0 
Certainly, many Proteſtants, who quiezly}® 
enjoy a juſt and unmoleſted freedom , rs hat 
proach very neer to the firſt aſſertion of rheÞ®! 
Papiſts, whilſt ſome oth Writers and Dif. 
courſers , profcſſe to ſubmir their privar]® 
judgements unappealably ro a rruly-frej®< 
Generall Council, that we might once haw%* 
an end of all ſtrife and contention aboat diſt 
matters of Religion; others refer theme 
ſelves withour further inſtance ro a Provit 
ciall Aſſembly of Divines, and very few but 
will prefer the judgment of the ſupreme A 
t]:ority of this Nation, before their own pat 
ticular ſenſc, readily conforming ro that De 
claration, which the Parliament ſhall ho 
forth to be the true meaning of the Scrip 
rure : So that almoſt eyery one agrees in thi ly 
acknowledgment of an external Author 
ro decide ſuch Controverhies as arile out 
rhe different interpretation 'of Gods wor ter 
which is the main exceprion againſt the 
piſts, in char they pin their Faith upon thq%*< 
Churches ſleeve, and yield a blind obedicng®* 
(that 15 without appealing any furrher)ro If or 
dererminations, yacr 


en 
be 
n 
hou 
a P:; 


OT « 


af And for the ſecond Th » I am fure ma- 
4 | ny Proteſtants continue ſill thoſe old cu- 
ne | toms of baring their heads when they come 
ef into a Church, nay of bowing at the name of 
as W leſs ; PraQices thar ly open to. the greateſt 
cef[parr of rhoſe objeQtions , whichour more 
ea godly and conſcientiqus penns make againſt 
foe Papiſts jn the queſtion of P1Qures ; yer I 
-p- {hope there will never be the leaſt thought en- 
eyicrtained of impoſing penalties upon - = prj- 
py nate and unſcandalous uſe of any ſuch Cere- 
monies : rather let us apply our endeayours 
N11 _m their eyes with a mild and gentle 
a3. tand, than beat then oyt with the club-fiſt 
thel of the Law. 
| Bur when I refleQ upon the third concluſi- 
,ar1® in the Recuſants paper, Iam aſtoniſhr 
fre (to conſider how educarion with a little mix- 
wre of Paſſion or intereſt, makes every ſlight 
oidiſtemper amongſt Chriſtians ſo deſperare, 
ompitar it often becomes irrecoverable , and 
yinJendangers both the health and life of Chri- 
afianity, Surely in many things we ſtrange- 
avly miſtake one another, I profeſle fincerely, 1 
par hould be ſo far from ſeizing on the Eſtate of 
Deſt Papiſt for refuſing rhar parr of the Oath of 
hallfdbjuration , wherein he is compelled ro re- 
cxipypounce rhe DoQrine of Merits , that I am re- 
: thſfived to ſuffer a thouſand deaths , rather 
ormvan abjure ſo great and manifeſt a truth, ac- 
ur x ding to the ſenſe wherein they explain 
,orfficmſclves , or affirm fo great and manifeſt 
Jin Errour , according to the ſenſe wherein 
Jye explain our ſelyes, For when we cenſure 
\cejihe doftrin of Merits, we underſtand by that 
o beqvord , our Deſerts, as they exclude rhe 
*Inerirs of Chriſt , and abſtrating frow the 
"| C3 Co- 


} LO 


(68). 
Covenant Gvd harh been pleaſed to make 


with us in his Son, and in that ſenſe we juſt. 
ly condemn all opinions of Merit, even of 
e beſt works,as preſumpruous and Luciferi« 
an;bur I now ſee when the Papiſts affirm rhat 
ood works are meritorious , they include 
Por the promiſe of God , and the merits of 
Chrift Teſus , and in efte& when all is ſummed 
up , it amounts-only te this; that God hath 
raciouſly promiſed , and will fairhfully kee 
Bi. word , to reward all rhoſe with erern 
life that believe in him, and obey his com- 
mandements. In this ſenſe the Papiſts hold 
mercifullnefle ro be meritorious , or avayla- 
ble to ſalvation, becauſe the Scriprure ſayes, 
Bleſſed are the mevcifull , for they ſhall obtain 
mercy, Mat. 5.7. In this ſenſe the Papiſts hold 
atience in aflition ro be meritorious Or a- 
vaylable to ſalvation , becauſe the Scriprurg 
ſayes , Bleſſed are they who are perſecuted fat 
Righteouſneſſe ſake , for theirs 35 the Kzngdom 
of Heaven. Mart, 5. 19, And this (as I am in» 
formed by very underſtanding men amongſt 
rhem ) 1s the reall truth of . Era Dottrine , 
concerning Gosd works , which in my yudg- 
ment difters nothing from ours , but only mn 
the unſayory & proud ſounding word Merit, 
The laft Clauſs of the Papiſts Noart , which 
+ T have tranſcribed , is ſo fl and {atisfafto- 
ry, that if they will be as goed as their words, 
I (hall neither fear ro have ſuch neighbors,or 
need any Magiſtrar fear to have ſuck-ſfubjedts, 
And to prove their rruſtinefle and fidelity, 
in the obſervance of their Oathes, I cannot 
-jmagin a more eyidenr demonſtration , that 
that they make a conſcience of what Qarhes 
they take ; he that ſwears any thing win 
t 
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diſtintion , may juſtly be ſuſpeRed to be as 
falſe tro men, as he is fearleſſe: of God , 
whereas no cleerer argument can be alleged 
in the bchalf of any, that they intend:ro keep 
all che Oathes they take, than this,that they 
will not take all the Oaths you offer;ſurely if 
eirher the Pope or their own Conſciences could 
ve them this ve age coup privilege , .toibe 
und by no Oath , they might without dif 
ficulty rake any, and if they were allowed by 
their Religion to {wears any thing , certainly 
they are all worſe than mad , if they do- not 
imnediatcly poſt away to Habrrd;ſhers-ball , 
call for the Oath of Abjuration , ſwallow ir 
down quickly without any chewing, and ſa 

lave at leaſt 5oooo 1. a year in a morning. 

In the late Kings dayes, many Paprſts were 
{martly ounithed for not taking the Oath of 
Allegiance , none for obſerving it, nay I have 
heard ſome Papiſt Del:nquents argue for them= 
ſelves , thar the utter ruine , which now en- 
dangers t heir whole cſtates , proixeds ſolely 
from their performing to the lare King rhar 
ſervice , which he called AUegiance , andrbis 
is yet a m_ proof of their fidelity in their 
_— ince they adventured with ſomuch 

zard to keep that Oath in ſubſtance,which 
they refuſed with almoſt as much hazard ro 
ike , becauſe againſt their Conſcjence in 
ſome circumſtance, 

And now let any one jucge indifterently, 
wherher they that firmly believe all the holy 
$criprures of the old and new Teſtament , 
worſhip and adore only one God , rely upon 


leſus Chriſt for their ſole Mediator , and 


profeſle ir their duty ro obſerye the Comuman- 
dements of the Morals Law, may not reafona- 
E 4 bly 


-_ 


- 


Go 


Cunſciences in their $ rr houſes , 'eſpecis 
ally thoſe who wil 
cautions and reſtriftions, as the: Common. 
wealth ſhall require for preyention 'of ſcan- 
dall , or diſturbance of the publick peace. 2 
Beſides 1 am perſwaded a aces lefle liber-. 
ty will oblige the Papiſts , than content any 0- 
ther , becauſe hitherto all liberty has' been 
wholly denyed to them-, and whally allow- 
ed to every one<lſe ; So that they will glad- 
ly receive , as amercy and- fayour , what ©- 
thers challenge as a right,and their affeQions 
being once purchaſed ar ſo cheap a price, as 
a lirtle private excrciſe of. their Conſcience, 
free from the fright and ſmart of penalties , 1 
am conhdent rhey will neither be ſuch fools, 
as to forfeir rheir liberty., nor ſo ungratefull 
as to forget them thar gave ir; fince our of all 
our Hiſtories not one example can be aflig- 
ned, that they ever offered to move the leaſt 
ſedition, in a time when they av ay bur 
half the liberties of free-born Engliſh-men, 
Therefore I fhall cloſe my 'rhoughrs upon 
this paper, with a ſhort and free concluſion , 
which I conceive abridges in few words the 


whole difficulty berwixt ſubje& and ſuperi- 
our; The Magiſtrate that prore&s any ſort of 


people in his dominions , may juſtly require 
their ſervice , and ſafely rely upon their obe- 
dience , bur if he perſecute them , whether 
Proteſtants or Papi he will ſoon find , that, 
as he may violently force thzir complyance , 
he can never prudently reſt upon their afte- 
Qions, 

Bur I mult here beg leave to be diſpe net 

Wit 


bly be ſuffered to live in . 4 native -Coun- : 
try with the peaceable' enjoyment : of their / 


quietly ſubmir to ſuch ' 


© 06- #- e&# 0 7_5. 


| ith in my promiſe eccding this period, cill 


[have added this obſervation , | how / man 
Modern Authors of good account ame 

us , have pohitively held forth ro' the 'people 
(as an unqueſtionable trurh') that | he Pa- 
pſts by thezr principles, are zot obliged to keep 
futh with Heret#chs ; and I muſt acknowledge / 
was once of. the | ſane opinion concerning 
them , principaliy-relying upon' the! credar 
of Mr. Jams Howell ,:an ingenious traveller 
in moſt of the Popith Countries,which makes: 
me the more wonder-,, that he- ſhould ' rake 


ſuch an erroneous opinion upon truſt,and aſ- : 


ſert it in prigt-neer the end of his firſt; parr of 
podona*s Grove z, where he ſayes , That one 
of the Canons of: the laſt great Council ( which 
muſt needs be the Council of Trent) ,was , that 
HERETICIS, NON EST T&ENENDA 
FIDES ; The eſtecm1 had entertained of 
that Authors ingenuity permirtxed me , not to 
acquieſce to ſome Reculants verball denyall 
of this aſſertion ; bur(for more ample ſarisfa- 
Ron in this ſo important a point ) I took the 
pains to peruſe ſome of rheir beſt writers, and 
found them unanimouſly. agree , that Faith z5 
not only to be kept with Herenichs, but even with 
Turks, Iews,mnd Infidells, & that indiſpenſabl;: 
neither could I find one rittle to that purpoſe 
in any Canon or Seſſion of that laſt grear 
Council, ( as he calls it ) bur to the conrraryz 
For both in the 15 and 18 Srſſton, the Coun- 
al ſayes expreſly , that wheſoever ſhall violate 
the leaſt point of the Publickh Faith , gzuen for the 
ſecurity of all Proteſtants , that ſhould repair to 
that Council , ſhoula be ſubjcf} to thoſe penal 
ties , QUAS IURE DIVINO ET HU- 
MANO AUT CONSUETUDINE HU- 
JUSMODI 


JaSMODI- SALVORUM CONDUGH 
TUM VIOLATORES INCURRERE pre 
POSSUNT , ABSQIE OMNI EXal6; 
CUSATIONE AUT AVIS IN 
HAC PARTE CONTRADICTIONE; 
By which it evidencly appeares, that the 
Councill ſuppoſed , as a thing known and 
cercain , tha: whoſoever ſhould violate his faith 
pr ro Heretiques , was not onely punithss 
: by Humexe Laws , buteven by the Divim 
Law in ſed. 
And certainly if irhad been my unhappineſs 
to have dune any fore of Chriſtians ſo muck 
wrong in-publique , my conſcience ( comming 
afrerwa'ds to be betrer inform*d) would ws, | 
were a publi reparation; chough wet 
uſe no ſuch Bee, os che Papifts praftiſe, 
yet the Lawof narurall reaſon binds us row 
punRuatil an obſervance of reftitution , as any 
Papift whatſoever, and rhat even to Pepiſtt 

themſelves , when we do them any injury. 
© Bur for a finall diparck of rhis point 
eoacernng the Papifts indilpenſable oblk 
gation of performing their promiſes, it wat 
my forrune to light upon a book of ene Paul 
Layman a German Teſuit, and an Author ef 
gtcat cſtecm amongſt the Ceſuifts (who trea* 
ting of diſpenſations lib. 2. tra. 3. cap. 13} 
ſers down theſe very words, DICO QUAR®» 
TO, SI CATHOLICI CUM HEARETI- 
CIS PUBLIiCUM FOEDUS INEANT , 
NON POTEST PER AUTHORITATEM 
PON T1 IFICIAM SOLVI AUT RELA XA» 
RI; If Catbolichs exter inte auy publich concraft. 
with Heretichs,it cannot bedifſotved or Gf | 
ſtd with by the Popes power, And ſorne few -_ 
; 
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aker ; proceeding upon the fame queſtion, ha 
pronounces down-right , ABSOLUTE N 
GARI DEBET ID (viz. REMISSLONEM 
FOEDERIS , ) ASUMMO PON T1jFICE 
FIERL POSSE ; 1: owzbe abſolucely to be de- 
wed , that it ws in the Power of the Pope to oh- 
ſove from ſuch contrafts. And again , FIDES 
* [H1BLICA BARETICIS DATA INVIO- 
*LABILITER ET SINE ULLO DISPEN- 
® |SATIONIS REMEDIO SERVANDA BST 
'QULAMDIU 1PSI SERVARE PARATL 
fy WNT : Publique Faich given to Heretichs 
| cvebt inviolably and indifpenſably to be ob(erved 
ſo long ax they are ready to perform tbeir part. 
And concludes, that even ehits , as well as 0- 
ther DofFors , held rhe Popes powerto be limi® 
table, and not fo Almighty as the World uſus 
ally believes concerning them, The ſame Doc- 
NY | wine is repeated in the Abridgment of Laymens 
ft [took cnriruled Compend:um Moralzs Theologia 
* Pauli LS. folio 265. 
oY The Papilts having givea fo much ſatisfacti- 
en by their Perition and other Paper , bur much 
" fore by their ſabmiſhon to, and peaceable dev 
of 
ae 
2, 
Re 
Is 


manor in this Commonwealth , as it ſtands 
now eſtabliſhr ; I muſt appeal noc onlyro the 
[Parliament , and that great Inſtrument of our 
{freedom my L.6,Cromwel,but te all conſcienti- 
Jus men whether theſe Papiits may not reaſona- 
[bly hope ſo much mercy,as nor tobe by penaltics 
12 [icbarrd the privare exerciſe of theirConſciences, 
with their doors (ſhur,and ſuch other cantions and 
\{circuritances , as the State ſhall be pleaſed to 
dain for Regulation of Soul-freedome ; fince 
"Its cvident rhat Chriſtian liberry may be law- 
*2Jlly governed , though it be allo as evident thar 
:] x 


the licenrions Liver not hay: rov much, ' 


Such moderace and orderly freedome might. 
charitabiy be allowed to the quier Papilt from. 


perions that afford far more advantages to far 
more dingerous enemics , the Scorch or rigid 


Kwhijfs , who have ſeverall times engaged a- 
gainit us in open field, and by many plors and 
ſecret contrivements endeavoured ( as much as |; 
inthem lay) co ſubvert the preſ-nc Gevernmen; | 


yetafrec ſo many victories obraine'! againſt then 
&:he reducing of the greateſt part of their Coun« 
try to the obedience of this Statez The Minifters 


(as faies a lerrer the 21th of Feby, 1651 , from 


an Ofhcer of our Army at Edenboroueh ) are 
violently bent their own way , and preach 


damnation to all Complyers with us in any thing. 


And let any indifferent perſon read the 


range proceedings of the Presbytery of Aberden | 
222in 


Str Alexander Irvin, Lord of Drum, 


publiſhed in the Diurnall , 26 Tan,n651 , he 
will (Lam confident } highly appland char in», 


genious lerter from an eminent Officer of our 
Army dated at Edepborough , the 21th of 
the- ſame monerh , and publiſhed in the 


next weeks Politicus , which hath theſe 


words. Tos would wonder ta obſerve the 
ſtrange Pride and proceedings of tbe hirk=<lergy, 
the twgredients of whoſe conſtitution admit of mg 
ny more greins of gun- powder than you ſhall find 
in any Feſuit s in: Chriftendome: ſo that if tbey be 
wot cloſely 100k'd unto, they will ſet all on fire 4 


ain. 


Andin an other letter dated 1 2th of April, | 
1652 , from Dalkeith in Scotland, and printed | 
in 


24 T 
& canner lawfully be taken away, fo that every; 
peace rble ſpirit have liberty enough, and yer: 


y 
T 
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h@ che nexr weeks Diced , is this excellent ob- 
ſervation z Believe it , all our other Enemies are 
tame beaſts to the bigh Presbyter, and yet with 
the winding and turuing of a religious pre- 
fence and ax artificial xeal agaiaft Hereſie , 
be will like a tame ſnake (if not warily avoided) 

ger into your boſome , &c. 
Continually every week come fil! freſh and 
loud complaints from our friends and Officers 


{in Scotland of the ſtubborneſſe of a certain fro- 
'| ward and reſty party in that Nation. 


Yet notwithſtanding the pertinacy and malice 
of theſe Kirkifts , ſuch of them as have net ap- 
oy in aQtua]l armes againit us are ſo far from 

ing {equeſtred, that mauy of them enjoy great 
Places of honour and benefit under our Govern® 
ment, And ( ſuch is the Srates mercy towards 


| them ) that the Commiſſioners for ſetling the af- 


fires of Scorland by their declaration of the ar 


' Febru&ry,1651, grounded upon the Declaration 


of che Parliament of the Common- wealth of 
England have expreſt a particular regard and in- 
dulgence to the whole Nation ; in theſe words. 
That ſuch Miniſters whoſe Conſciences oblige 
them '0 wait apox God, in the Adminifirati- 
0m of iP: ituall ordinances , according to the Or= 


| der of the Scot'ſh Churches , with any that ſhall 


voluntarily joyn in 1be vraffice the) eof,, ſhall re- 
teive protefFion and encouragemens from all in 
wthoity ,in their peaceable and unoffenſoue (S 
erciſe of :be (ame ; 25 alſo others, who not be- 
ing ſatisfied in Conſcience to uſe thot furm, ſhall 
ſerve and worſhip God im other Goſpel-way , 
and behave theraſelves peaceably aud unoffen- 
Goel therein. 


. And we doe lifily declare, That all Mcrchents, 


Trageſ- 


tradeſmen and bendicrafis men, net baving al +1 
lands end goods above the cleer value of 5ook} N: 


erling , aud all other perſons not baving infly 
[ſy and geods above the cleer value of St j 
Rerling ( not being priſone: s of war , or Souldis| im 
#rs of for tune in Commiſſion) who (ball in purſus [in 
ance of the ſaid Declaration live peaceably , and} Co 
yeeld obedience ts the Parliament of the Coma 
mon-wealth of England exerciſed in — &r 
ſhall not onely be freed and diſcharged from allſon 
forfeitures and confiſcations of their Eftatec,|ofl 
far axy thing formerly done by them , in referent] fir 
fo the wars , but be received into the proteGing]goc 
af the Parliament , and enjoy ſuch liberties anda) 
immunities,es alſa ſuch leaſes and grants of caw[thr 
fiſcated ani ſorſeited lands , as upon confederes 
tion of their reſpeftive qualities and de,rtsÞa 
ſhalhs thought fit, &c, 

-Ia che firſt branch of this Declaration ſuchq 
Contcience»ſccurity is held forth, as ( according | 
to my ſaul) ought not by the Laws of Chriſt baÞ#!; 
denyed to any peaccable Chriltian, and I ex-Jve: 
tremely rejoyce in the ſpiric of aur yn der 
for ſo noble and charitable a proceeding ; yer tet 
plainly ſee , that they rowhom this favour is aþ|the 
lowed , are both different from us in the Prins [il 
ciples of their Religion , and oppalite ra usin{®' 
their Nationall affc&ion; whereas a far leſſer|0 
merey is denyed ro.our own kindred and allyes If" 
to our gwn Country-men , born to the ſams oth 
freedom with our ſelves, who kave in a mug 
Icfe meaſure offended in matters of haſtilip 
nay divers of them not ar all , who yet would]! 
be cantemt, and thankfuli for a ſmall part os 
thar fayonr , which the Parliament ſo beuntl; 
fully bcſtows. upon ſtrangers. " 


kJ + By the feeond Branch very many of char 
al] Nation , who have bin in aQuall armes a» 
iſ gaiaſt us, and perhops wounded or flain 

qur friends in open Batrells, will receive an 


dis | immunity ( for 5ool. Sterling is a great eſtate 
lia Scotland 3 ) Whereas many of our own 
xd] Courery , who never lifted up band againſt us, 
mm [have rwo parts of their eftates with rigor 


p 


fred , and that withour ſo charicable a diſtinRi- 
on, as to free the poorer ſort, whoſe eſtates are 
ec; {eflefle yalue than gool. For our mercileſs Sequee 
ueth Srator s have tripartited even the day-laborers 
High goods and very houſchold-ſuff, and taken 2+ 
and may two Cowes , where the whole Rock was bur 
0] three, 


ers 
ens|Paſſages obſerved upon Caſes dependin 
| alle at Haberdaſhers- Hall. % 


cn 4 
ling _ confeſſe I had nor ſo much time to 
| ta{S{pare as I could have wiſh'd, yer for ſome 
exIvccks I arrended at Haberdaſhers Hall for 
urs, [derrer ſarisfaRion : bur rv make a full diſco- 
ex []rery of all che proceedings there, is beyond 
z abJthe levell of my diſcourſe ; I will only pro- 
rin-Juſe in what I ſay, nor ro exceed rhe bounds 
15 inf ruth and modeſty. The preſent Commiſ- 
eſſe [ſoncrs, for ought 1 could diſcern, are civill 
yes, perſons, and mot of them apprehenſive of 
others (ufferings, bur ſeem ro ſay in many 
d caſes, thar either their Inftrutions or 
li) omiſſion binds thera up from beirg able 
ouldJ* give relief, or the obligation ro the,0ath 
= hey take will not permir rhem to ſhew rhat 


endernefſe and aMon, which otherwiſe 
za&l* is 5 
) r 


«1! am perſwaded) their Conſciences would 
B | carry 
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carry them forth o ON. ſince moſt of thefly, ; 
ſurers. that come before chem appear ſo milf; j 
ſcrably ruined, that the very diſtrefſednefighh; 
of their condition is motive enough 10 incitshye; 
the Mercy of their Judges, eſpecially, theitfire 
crune being onely the refuſall' of an Oath 
which they folemnly profeſle is againſt theiy , 
Conſciences, and I am ſure is againſt ounce 
Laws ; And truly, as often as I rele upoth hece 
the firange ſeverity of that Oath, my Soul 
goes forth in piry towards them thart are conan 
cerned in it 3 fiance even their thoughts are Jnak 
not free, but ar abſolute force laid upon thenc 
molt inward cogitations of their hearts , andhnd 
themſelves compelled ro condemn them ſhe) 
ſelves by accuſations wreſted out of their] T 
own mouthes. *Þ, ule 
Upon the ceafing of the former Commit-Kye( 
rees Aurhotiry, theſe ſeven ( who now ſth w 
Judges of Delinquency and Sequeſtrarions }hiig 
were impowered about 25 Ianuary , 164% 
fince which rime they and their ſub-commukh,; 
fioners in the ſeyerall Counties have made(, 
many new diſcoveries both of DelinquennÞ,. 
and Papiſts eſtares, eirher nor before ſequezſy,, 
ſtred, or not compounded for at the full ya 
luc, bur I obſerved that they who were ſeþ, 
queſtred or had their rents or goods unduely|,” 
raken from rhem, in the rime of the formet . 
Commirtces tor Sequeſtrations, how unjuſt p 
Iy faever, could not be relecyed by rhelg bp 
Commiſſioners nor any other power bur by 
the Parliament ir ſelf, y Os | 
Ir was the Caſe of Mr. Robert Knightley af 
Recuſanr only, a great parr of whoſe Ma wa 
on houſe in Eſſex was puld down to repailf® 
the Fort ar Tilburie, for which he petition} 


he « Haberdaſhers 6 Deccm, 1651, to have 
Wihrisfaction out of the 2, ſequeſtred parts of 
aothis own lands there. Bur in regard ir ap- 
Wheared to be done before lanuary 1649, the 
etfrefenr Commiſſioners anſwer was, They had 
blu power to releeve bim. : 
nf Andin all other Caſes upon Appeales , 
unfehere it appears, that rents have bin unduly 
olt received to the States uſe for 7 or 8 years 
2ubIbſt paſt, in wrong to the true owner of the 
Meflands; Theſe Commitltioners in ſuch caſe 
are make reſtitution onely from 1a74ary 1649 ; 
the nd for money, goods, or perſonall cſtare 
ndfinduly ſeized or {equeitred before that time, 
Ms hey 1nake no reſtitution ar all, 
elf] This ſeemed ſtrange ro me ; for by the ſame 
ple, iftbe preſent Commiffioners ſhould ſe- 
nit-Sueſter half the lands and goods in Exgtard right 
wrong, and then be dilplaced and new Com» 
(honers eſtabliſhed who have no power to re- 
and conlider the a&s of their predecerfTors, 
FJactime we may all come to be {equeſtred , and 
adehe be without appeal, except to the Pat [iament, 
-NBhto have co many publick obligations to ſpend 
IN Ftelr choughrs in parcicular buſin-fſes, 
Oa the xith of Febryary 1651, thre was 
b ard the caſe of one Mr, Parker the Lord Mor- 
" "4s only ſon , about 14 years of ape, he Peti- 
mef . ors hay 3 rn 
: {boned for maintenance out of his fathers ſcque- 
, Fred eftare , bur becauſe it was ſuſpeGzd the 
© byÞ4d might incline to his fathers Religion, who 
a Papiſt,ir was denyed him,unles he might be 
ey iken from both Father and Mother , and com=- 
oMiitted ro the government of a meer ſtranger , 


* hich was ordered accordingly , and the poor 
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| 
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pirtance of 1001, per an. only allowed , ont 
his own and fathers eſtate, 8 
In February 165 r, Mr, Zames Hanhamn of 
Weſt petitions the Commiſſioners at Habey 
foe! s ball to this cffe& , Thar he had never ah0 
ed any thing againſt che Parliament , yer tw[Pt 
parrs of his eſtate were ſequeltred with ſuch t< 
gour for his Recuſancy that he could not peſijont 
bbly fu>fitt with necefiaries by the remainlg}#© 
thirds , when taxes and other charges were defi 
du&ed 2: That he was therefore conſtrained 
borrow 5ol, upon Bond , and having disburſgt* 
I 5l. of the money , it ſeemes the SequeFratonju*! 
got nocice that the Petitioner had ſomewhat if 
his houſe worth a new ſequeſtration or reviey,ſ d 
as they call it,thereupon they ſearch his trunkg*® 
find the remaining 3 51. pull-out the guilty bagyy**! 
and two varts of it they ſequeſter into their ownſ®! 
_— , to the uſe of the Common-wealch, andÞ** 
or releet therein Mr Hanham appealed , bujjy*r 
found no redrefle at preſent , more than an OnF* 
der for the fub-Commiſſioners in theCountry wh 
examine the bulineſs and certify, &c. Ar the rec 
turn of whoſe Certificate , Ileave the Peritionaf®) 
to expect his doom, | Far 
Oa the 31 of March 165 2, the Petition of one" 
Hamozd or Ammot was read, co this effe &, That f 
the Penurtioner never did bear Arms or aflift rhe 
Enemies of the Parliament,yer his eſtate had ly" 
cn u-;:dcr ſequeſtration ever fince the-year 16455F* 
and not one penny allowed him for his mainre« P41 
nance, That the Petitioner , being a RecuſantgÞ*4 
did in the time of the late war continue ac higfg®* 
own houſe , as long as he could without app * 
rent danger of his lite , Eur confidering how ob 
noxioutÞ* 


, iT) - 
$/toxious even the moſt peaceable of his Religion 
Frere to be affronred and ruined, by the dayly 
miſcheifs they received from ſome diſorderly 
fouldiers, and eſpecially ſeeing one of his neigh- 
hours ( a Recuſant ) flain at his own door, the 
Petitioner did then , and nor before, fly for 
dteRion to a Gariſon of the Jate Kings , with= 
rafting any thing in the leaſt kind againit the 
Parliament . And therefore humbly prayed ke 
Wight have a fifth of his eſtare & the arrears al- 
d wÞwed him to buy bread, But ir not apyearing to 
rſegbe Commiſſioners thar ht had wife or Children, 
torocic anſwer was,tbey bud not power to grant him 
t Je) releef; 
ew | Nor do believe this mans caſe to be fingu- 
lit : For Tam well ſatisfied , that a great part 
Atthole Papiits , who are ſequeſtred as ablolute 
Flinquents , were neYer in aCtuill arms againft 
agibe Parliament , but onely fl:d ro the encmies 
wfoarriſons for ſhelter, yer no qualification or dif- 
Orfrence in puniſhment is hitherro**llawed them, 
y WFbich would bee ro my utderftan ting very juit 
- reid reaſonable ; Since whoever did obierve the 
onefiry and rage of moſt of our common fouldiers 
Far the begining of the late troudles ) againit 
 oneÞiny of chat party , will eaſily conclude the 
F hat = had reaſon co diſtruſt their own perſo+ 
hell Rcurity amongſt them: And for inſtance, I 
| [y#in<mber an officer of my acquaintance undet 
54508* Earl of Mancheſter told me , that ap their 
re-Pting of Lincoln from the Cavaleers in the yeat 
113644, he was an eye wirneſle of this Tragedy. 
- highs nexc day after theTowa was caken , ſome of 
volt common ſouldiers in cold bioud ( meeting 
opti Mr. Price of waſhingley in Huntington 
route 2Papiſt ) askeZ him, Are thox Price che 
£ F 3 Pas 
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Papi? 7 am ( (aid he ) Price the Roman Cathy 
lick ; whereupon one of them immediately (hg 
him dead, 

In the ſame month of March there happned a 
this Hall a very hard caſe , which was of a maids 
ſervant ( whoſe name I donor remember ) but 
her Petition was to this effe&z That her Fatha 
and Mother both dyed , when ſhe was bur 16 
years of age , and being very poor , they lefttie 
Petitioner only ſome old clothes and a link} Mi 
houſehold-ftuff, in all not above 5. or 6 || 
pounds , after whoſe death the Petirioner, 
being an Orphan , berook her ſelf ro ſervice, 
and having ſerved ſeventeen yeares , for tel} fic 
annuail wages of p Nobles , the Petitioner had dj 
by her frugaliy increaſed her ſmall patrimony to | Jat 
20 1, which deing plac'd in the hands of A, Rf m; 
and of late diſcovered to be the Petitioners mo þo 
ney, and the Petitioner a Recuſantz She humblyſ by 
prayd that they would plcaſe to tal.e the ſad] of 
and diiconſolate condition of a poor Orphag] of 
into their charitable conſideration , wherchyſ tir 
the extremity of the Law might Le qualified ny 
{o mercitull a temper, that ſhe might nor be ute 4 
rerly ruind , by lofing ina moment for haf ef 
Conſcience whar ſhe had been {o long in gathef} ho 

ring by the ſweat of her browes. Bur the Con. T 

miſtioners, (though perhaps other wile willing} of 
concluded they had net power to g've heramfþ le! 
relcef more than the bare thirds , unlefle (uf th; 
woutd take the Oath of Abjuration; A thing bh; 

as far ar l*alt ahove her underſtanding , as it ca 
be agaiolt her Conſcience 


# 


If ir be unreaſonable ( as many wel-aft: Ac Wa 
ſeem to u;ge ) that the Prieſts and Minilla fe: 


(who do or ar laſt ſhould perform ſome -ſpiria : ly 


FF 


all offices for the goad of the Seul j ſhould tyth 
acench part of the husband-mans labour : How 
much more unreaſonable is it , thar a poor fil 
ly maid-ſervant ſhould thus , mcerly upon rhe 
account of Conſcience , be ſequeſtred of two 
thirds of that, which by many yeares labour 
he had gained and reſerved , as a ſuport a- 
inſt the neceſhities of old age, 
- Oa the 16th of April 1652. The Caſe of 
Miſttis Church of Eſſex, a Recuſans , was - 
heard , whoſe Petition (pake ro this effe& 3 Thar 
her late husband ia his life time fſetled a leaſe of 
Much-hall ( or ſuch like name )ia Eſſex of con- 
fiderable value upon her in licu of joinRure, for 
divers years-yet in being , and was heid of the 
hte Dean and Chapter of Pauls ; Thar A4ider- 
man Andrews or Mr, Naihanied his ſon had 
bought the reverſion of thoſe lands az Garaey 
bouſe, and had ſince taken a leaſe'for 5 years 
of the Commiſſioners fo: 5c<qucltration in Eſſex 
of the whole prefent poſicfiion , wichour the Pe 
titioners conicnt or knowledge , and without a- 
ny regard to her thires 3 And tharthe(zid Mr. 
Andrewes having now -poſicfiton of rhe whole 
eftate, bad d:moliſh*d the Petitioners Manfion 
houſe , and did refuſe to pay the Petirnoner her 
on Thirds , whereby the was driven to a neceffiry 
ing of wanting bread , being a diſtreſſed and friend- 
al} lefſe widdow of altmmuit 80 years of Age ; She 
e lu therefore prayd her rkirds and the arreares , and 
© that the ſ:i4 leaſe mic nt be annulled , &c, 
. The firſt was chazirably granted, but 2: eo 
+24 the Leaſe , and what her thirds ſhou'd be, ſhe 
a was If: ro the Mercy of Mr, Andrews, who I 
nefer docs forget what the Father of Mercyes 
layes in Jeremy 22, 3, Execute judemen; aud 
_ ragh= 
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righ:eeuſneſſt , and dulrver the FPoyled ont of| 
hands of the opprefſour , and ave no wronj 
dot we violence to the flrazger , and father 
and widdow, &c, And in Matt, 23. 14. ws 
wnto you Sceribes and Phariſees , Hypocrites, 
For 18 devour widdowes bouſes , ani for a pit 
tence make long prayer; Therefore ye ſhak receinn 
th: ereater damnation, 

That which in this caſe did molt exaRt my obs 
ſervacion, was , That Mr.Anarews ( a perſoh 
of qualicy ) (hvuld make uſe of his power againf 
a pvor widow, and ſhould be prefent,and opens 
Iy avow the taking of her eſtate over her head 
with ſo little regard to the thirds , which is ab 
lowed her by the A& of Parl. and ſo much t 


his own benefit , without which , ris like he 


would not have takea it, and with which he 
Petitioner mult needs ſuffer, 

From Haberdaſhers hall give me leave to make 
a ſtep in;o Morefields , where on the 19 
May 1650 being the Lords day , Rich. Ledſam 
and one Ledbeater, two. Purſuivants , appr6 
hended' X4bert Segar , a poor old decrepit man; 
upon a ſuſpirion ( and twas but a ſu'pition 
thar he had been at the Spaniſh Embeſſadors'at 
Waſſe ; upon this bare ſurmiſe the peor man 
was ſearched , and in his pockets they found an 
old Prayer Book , whereupon he was carried 
b:fore a juſtice of peace , and commited to the 


Getebonſe at 'Veſtminſter , where he lay in lie 
Common Gaol , till the quarter Seffions in 


Ianuary 1651 , being full 20 moneths', »mich«* 
ou any diſcharge or proceedings againſt him: 


and at thar Sefſhons was acquitted by proclamias- 

rion , through the mercy of Zuſt:ce Scobell';}. 

bur was deteyned Priſoner (uarill April 165 ay 
Fu 
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__— of the priſon for the 
4" 


rent of his lodging , for which the ſaid keeper 


$ demanded 14 pence a week , belides fees , and 


( as 1 am credibly inform'd ) the old man 
bay an the boards in the Common Gaol , and 
had'no other pillow for his head , bur a hard 
Stone , for which he muſt now pay more than 
he is worth, or continue till he periſh in priſon, 
being above 86 years of age. 

Rnd now I am at the Gatehouſe T ſhall 
give you the ſupplement of a like ſad ſtory, 
mentioned in the 21 page of the firſt part of 
this Moderator, concerning a itde-beled 
gentle-woman, commitred to prifon on the 
24 of Inne, 1651, her name upon enquiry I 
find was Delavall, an Engliſh woman , but 
her husband a Frenchman ; ſhe was commitr= 
ted alſo to the Gatehouſe, and with much im- 
portunity got leave by Perition ro poe our 

on bail,ztil] ſhe was brought to bed,bur was 
an atuall Priſoner full 7 months of the 12, 
which is preſcribed by the Statute 5 and the 
Fine of 100 Marks ſtood charg*d upon her, 
til ſhe was reJeeved by the late gracious A& 
of Grnerall Pardon and Oblivion, ( ap: AF thar 
no Icfſe obliges all the People of this Nation, 
to forget their private injuries , than to re- 
member the publique mercy of the Parlia- 
ment; ) and all this poor Womans ſuffe- 
rings merely grounded upon a bare ſuppoſt- 


4 tion, that ſhe had been at the then French 
4 Agents in Long Acre at Maſs, wirhour ſo nuch 
| as one witnefſe that there was any Maſſle ſaid 
| there ar all, Ir be ing the truth of rhe caſe(if 
17 may kelieye their moſt ſerious Proreſtari. 
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ons ) thar they were only at their other pri 
vatc deyotions, Urol; 

Bur to return to Haberdaſhers hall. 1 perdiiiay 
ceived: in my obſervations there, that belly 
fides rhe caics before recited,it was a familiafyae 
ing to fee Papiſts ( I mean ſingle Papiſty] x, 
wirhour the adjun& of Delinquengy ) ouredf 
of rhe poiſefſhon of the two ſequeſtred thirdy 
of their eſtates, by any ſtranger that woulf 
oftcr in the box but 12 pence more than thel 
owner ; which hath made divers owner, 
itrain themſelves to give more Tent to thy p 

Stare, than they could poſſibly make of they 
two parts, rather than be outed of the poſleh 
fion of their Anticnt patrimonies ; And ſomgl 
of them haye aflured me, that it happens yeh, 
ry often, that neighbours, either through co-Þ, 
vetouſneiſe or revenge (for who can live {6 
innocently as to procure no Enemy, at leak; 
fo happily as to have none, ) ſect themſelves ( 
ro outyy the qwners, and then recompence [8 
the loff= they have in the great rent they 
pays, by mifuſing the lands they hire in dev”. 
ſpire of the owner. 

Befides many timcs when the proprietors! 
have with much charge and long attendance 
obrained Lealcs of the rwo parts for 7 years 
in the Country, in purſuance of the At of Þ®* 


Parliament ; after improvement of their e-P*4 
ſtares by good husbandry, they are again ou-' 
red, and their Leaſes made void at this Hally 
under Joreency of the want of ſome formasF[*1 


lity of Surveying , poſting , boxin, or. the? 

like, which it ſeemes rhe InſtrutionsPa 

from theſe Commillioners do hold forrh toJare 
rholePÞ 
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thoſe below, yet thoſe Inflraiens are not made pub- 
Ptfique,whereby the parryes intecefled might be adviſed 
befhow ro proceed regularly and certainly in a buſicelle, 

lia har ſo much concernes their ſubſiſtence. 
ſts} Nor arethe Recuſancs permicted to x of theic 
IteiLands, by Fining for the two parts ,though for pays 
'[GInent of their juſt Debts , nay though they ſhould 
Ute willing to tranſport rhernſeives beyond the Seas; 
mel, which diſablemenc to ſell orMorgage the leaſt pile 
" df prafle they poſſeſſe,many well-afteRed ſuffer much 
the judice, by non-payment of cheir true and ancient 
"Febts,bur divers of the Papiſts are thereby driven co 
ſuch excream neceflitics,that they have expos'd their 
re Thirds to ſale 3 though I perceive few Purcha- 
will meddle therewith, unlcfie upon very diſad - 
magious rermes to the Seller, becauſe the Parcha- 
qo ers ſay, they are ſure to contrat a charge and ttou» 
 *Idlero law Hows by their attendance at this Hall: Fot 
In ſuch caſe, if the Papiſt can g1in tbe fayour to have 
tis Thirds particioned from the other two ; yer (as L 
} ard ir argued che State might,wbe he had fold ſuch 
vided pact,or by good husbandry improv'd ir, evi 
Jt from him, and affign him anether Thirds of the 
ane Lands, thac perhaps has been waſted by ill Te- 
ts; For I found this allo much complained of a- 
of [nong rhe Petitioners, that the Sequeſtrators or ſuch 
Strangers ro whom the Two parts are often demiſed, 
arely or nev<r beſtow any Money on repai:s of the 
woThirds, bur take the Rents,as long as theHouſes 
Lands will yeild any; which is one reaſon,wby ſuch 
he Jeuſtomers many times out- bid the owners for the 
ating choſe rwo Thirds z the owners being alwaies 
ro Jarefu!l ro keep up the Houſes,and dire& their Hug- 
dry tothe beſt advancage and emb+rrermen: of che 

and 5, 


Others I obſerved to complaine much of the 
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(16) 
long atrendance, and great charge they were at in/ i 
enining their Thirds,and an allowance of their Mans 
hon Houſes, and of the many malicious and falſe}, 1 
accuſations that Informerg were permitted to bri inſ 
ir againſt them : As (if I miſtake not) I overs [# 
treard ſome of the Solicitors (ay, that the Lady Saint MM 
Fohnis, or her Husband Mr. Arundell, bad been acs|# 
cuſed for Delinquency hve or fix ſeverall times, 
and ſtill cleared ir. Wicnefſes have beene ofrem ſubs ] 
orned to falſe accuſations, and yer when the party] 
injured ( afcer long attendance and expence ) hu wo! 
cleered himſclfe of the Calumny, and conſequemly[® ' 
proved the malice of che Informer, no repararioaſ®* 
would be allowed for ſo dangerous a ſlander 3 Ins 
fomuch that upon the whole matter I have heardaÞ'® 
R*cuſant (with rears in his Eyes) profefſe ſeriouſly} 
chat ſo much arrendance and charge was requiredia ; 
gerting their T hirds , and ſuch continuall fears and a 
vexations artended their condition, that if he coullf 
by manuf.&ure or any other honeſt calling mel | 
livelyhood, he ſhould eafily reſolve to ler his T hirdf® 
part goe afcer the other two. hy! 
The Commiſſioners themſelves ( firing in 
treble capacity ; Firſt for Compounding with Dell 
quent 1, Secondly, for Advance of Money upon the fail 
and ewentyerh parts, and Thirdly,for Sequeſtrariow) : 
ca9 onely ſpare Wedneſday Mornings, for hearinff * 
Pericrions upon Sequeſtracions, and commot di 
there is not a Commit:tee ( which muſt be ar lea 
four of the ſeven Commilhoncrs )cill after ren of thil® 
clock , by which means they can ſcarce affordr | 
hours ia a Weeke for the diſpatch of that emplept” 
ment. Sorhat whenſoever a Suitour delivers ir WE 
Petition, it is uſually a full Monerth,if not fix W 
before its comes to be heard in courſe , at 
-crear part of this time be muſt atcend, and percha” 
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| (17) 
in | (2ine Councel! ſeveral} dayes before his buſinefſe 
- _ . 5... 00 ald poſſi 
16 l c : ought I co oſhtb'y be 
” informed) are not onely time, but fxr ont of ohne 
ers [is ſort of people ſuffers ; which fo much the more 
com Mi&ts my Soule 4 by how much I confidet the 
nel _ ro bee Chriſtians and Natives of Eng- 
v I omit to ſpeakeiof the ſub-Commifcioners For Se- 
arty qgeſtrations int rhe ſeveral} Zounties of this Com- 
ba [2ot-wealth, as having bicherro had licele meaneg 
wly|® informe my ſee of their feverall proeecdings, 
riag 110d contdering. them obliged to purſue the In- 
Iſnfiions they receive from thofe above zonely this 
4g [can ſay of ſome of chem, whom I have converfed 
\ (0g (ith, that they ſeeme to grant, thar RE 
1; Papiſts Eftates,vpon the ſole account of Religion, 
not in; their opinion warranted by Gods word, - 
rather the concrary 3 And yet theſe men con- 
xr if ther employmen's, which] feare will expoſe 
\;ndfhemr ro rhe cenſare of workdly minded and avarirts 
wheltc-feckers: And I pray God that whilſt they 
:n ge Orbhcrs withy Kdolatry , they bee not found 
reliait'y of ir chemſelves, finee the Scripture (ayes 
aeyPprefly.that e Coverons men is 41: Fdolarer. Ephel. 5x5. 
jone)[ Bur it being apparanr char che Oarh of Abjay non 
aringf the wrack which corments fo many Gonſcientes, 
1onlſ! id rherefore in the former parc of this Diſ- 
gfanſe propound fome £uaries upon that Ort, 
wad ſhall now humbly add, ( as not improper for 
ſubjeR)” what rhe before mentioned Sir Alex- 
fromg lately faid, in' anſwer to' Maſter Tobri 
=, Moderatodr of hit Prevbytery of #berdoont; 
erairig conttraing of cor ſcience and enfo-cing 
': his'very wotdgare theſe. I doe 4 knowledge 
t which-1ou fay converting. Oabe, thut God * bo - 
| Cy nonred 
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noured by them, yet that muſt recerve ſome limitations, bf 
elſe it would prove very falſe, they muſt be 1aken 
Tudgement, in truth and upon neceſSity : Now | 
19 your owne Conſciences, whether yee bave o<|'® 
ſerved theſe Conditions in your urging ſo many dreads | 
full Oathes upon this miſerable Nation theſe years bj be 
paſt, nos onely in the Covenant, but in your ſolew hh 
League with your Presbyterian brethren of England; 
whereby yoe enforced all men to ſwear to ——_ of 
Armes, that Tyramy there, as yee bad done here : boy F 
maxy have yee enforced ( by tb-eaming 4a.:1 Execs he 
tion of your Kirk cenſure and the ſeverity of the Coil 
Law , following upon them , depriving men of be 3 
Eſtates ) to (wear and ſubſcribe 10 all ye injoyned # D 
could invent, albcit yee knew them to be of far comray[ 
Iudgements , wherein yee did imitate that feignd 
and falſe Mother, 'who before Solomon was content C 
80 bave the Child divided, whereby her Hypocriſoe 
\ as. my brave Prince ; By which meael7 
yee have made this N ation guilty of perjury, beppdes fe 
other beynous finnes: I wiſh to Gel Jou bad = bra 
or would yet remember, how much you cryed out again re 
the Tyranny of Biſhops, ( when they were urging ſon be 
of your number ,, who were refraffory to Epiſcopal”: 
that there ſhould be had ſome regard 10 tender C of 
ſciences , which were of another Tudgemem : But 
ſcon as ye had got the power into your bands, neithil;; 
Miniſticr tor Laird , Man, Woman or Cbild , I 
fared , nor any regard bad wnto them, whazsſoew 
quality or condition they were of, all were forced 
onely to obey you, but ( which the greateſt tyra” 
over mens Conſciences ) they were made 20 ſwear, ii” 
they tbought, as yee would bave them, albcit 20 


LP 


owne knowledge many rbought the contrary &c. Þ 
whole Anſwer, which beares date, 20. Ia | 
I6 51. is worth the reading , and is Printed 
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4 {8* Diurnall,Nunb. 118, I pray God a great part of 
AS ms arguments may net be turned againſt us, 
s 11 enforcing this Oath of Abjuration ſo poſitively 
6 zaink mens Conſciences. 
eas] 52d ſince we all ſay, that wee abhorreto violence 
; and force any ones Conſcience farther then ta 
{cure the publick peace, and that onely as neceſfity 
and ſhall really appeare, and not upen any Voluntary 
fo Counterfeit precence , I cannot ſee how the 
aking of this Oath availes to make a man, either 
{13 becrer Neighbour or a better Subje&, and ſhould 
"of be glad ro know , whether the Parliament will 
honeſt Sir Richard Minſhew , Dr.Iobn Frier, 
od {© any. more now, then before they 'tooke char 
Dath, and became ourward Conformiſts : Since 
but roo probable, they doe it nor upon an 

dnvigtion of Conſcience , but rather 2gainft 
Conſcience, meerely to ſave their Eftates from 
queſtration 3 And if ſo , none can deny, bur 
Jar it is the higheſt degree of perjury , and a 
+ J{Pirituall Murther of the Sul 3 Then ler us ſadly 
gi eonhder , how diſadvantagious to the worke of 
y” the Lord, and (ſcandalous to the eyes of men it will 
m_ be, for us to fill up our Congregations with ſuch 
» Card nſanRified Members : The ingenious Author 
But of Mercurius Politicus, ( Numb. 9g. page 1554.) 
eciheſbach an admirable Diſcourſe upon this SubjeR, 
. wee ſeriouſly refle# ( ſayes hee ) upon the defigne 

rſoew|/ God , in bringing Chrift into the World, we 
ed w{hede it was to p- an cnd 10 that pompous adminifira« 
Jr nm of the Iewiſh form ; that as bis (hurch & people 
y. thre formerly confined within the Narrow Pale of 4 
ro nt niculay Nation, ſo row the Pale ſhould be broken 
 Tid(avne, and ak Nations taken into the Church. Not 
ual Nations in 4 lunp: nor xy whole Nations, or 
ned Wationall Bodies 50 ” formed into Churches : i 
» 3 <5 
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« Gburch ar people now tader the (Fo/helf, whe will cn 
eb ſues Polieall, Spirituall yd Myfticalitb0 
y8t. « - þ"omiſcuaus ca of Perſons taken an old 
adventure , en order'y collgFion , 4 picking qui}"" 
chaofng, of ſuch as are called and SanRikied , gi, 
Not @ eqmpany of men farcod in by commands ai 

titutions of worldly power and prudence , but-off 

are brangly, in by the power and of ficary 
Cbrifts Word and Spirit. . For, he binſelfo habe bet 
My Kingdome is nos fram hence zoMy King this 
dame is not of this Warld, (6. cAnd therefon 
that band, which bath bithertg preſumed in moft Ns 
tours, t6 erect a power called Eccletiaftic, mm equi y | 
29 the Ciyill, #0 hear ſway, gud bind ment Conſcienybth 
to certain Notions or daived for O: thadox: upou civillÞit 
penalties,  rnder colour of prudence, goed  arder:, Jie 
G26, preventing of berefie, ax advancing of (brit t 
- Av Lap end to this end bath rwifled 1ubs (piricull 
ower ( & jhecall. 4 ) with the worldly and fes 

Fnrereft of Staie 5 this ( I ſay ) beth heey the wyſs 
right band of Ancichriſt, eppofeng (hrift mn bis 
ws e Kringdome , being uat of this warid , det 
wor up n the belps , and deviſes of worldly. wiſdom 
Thus that excellent Pen. And 2 quick fGghalft 
and judicious member of Parliament, in my. | , 
ing , heipg made acquainted ( as wi'h 2 ſuppoſed 
raieful neywes ) that ſome ſuch indifferent Chief 
12's, as Sir Richard and the Du&aur, had raken| 4 
the Qarh of Abjuration and conformed, (aid ; TrupPite 
oyr a is wery ligale, and the Bapiſhs lofjuſ® 

2 (EUE» e 

And it may be worth the obſervation, whe | 
thefe perſons do amend their liveg.or grow worls 
after luch change; I am ſure I bave heard ſombI'< 
diſcreet ang preciqus people (ay , chey would made 
lelle truſt them now, then when they | 
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my 


- ll canaſtant to their profeſſions 3 Upon a belief, that 
{thoſe who will not (according to the inward diQates 
# af cheir Conſcience ) keepe faith with God, will 
much lefle doe it with men. 
Ee: In confirmation of this aſſertiony 1 may here cite. 
ih the caſe of Mr. 4nthory, Roane, who wis executed at 
w oft in Monmouth ſheire on the 4th, of rAprill 1650, 
3 {0 poiſoning his Wife z This Gent. the very bv e 
/ai&I\xfore bis execution, made a pubiique confeſlion to 
.ng- [bis purpoſe ; That hee had been bred a Roman 
bolique from bis infancy, and continued in that 
NeReligion till ſame ewo or three yeares before his 
iaiarh, when, bing overcome by an unhappy ne- 
enylceflity of preſerving his family from beggery ,-he 
cixitfcſook the Belief of his owne Sonle, and went to 
{i IEhurch ro (ave his Eſtate 3'afrer which, rhe ({ Devil 
Waking advanage. upon bim in this diftarbance and 
cual faxiery of Spirit ) be confeſſed that he bad falne 
piano many great Sinnes, but denied the guilt of 
wyſar horrid cryme of poiſoning his wite, tor which he 
s condemned to dye ; delivernig further with '4 
nd of confidence, that if he had had che gracetg 
lon continued conftant in his Religion,he believed 
hialſs bad never ſo bighly tranſgrefied the Commande- 
| nes af his God, nor 'come 10 ſo unhappy anendz 
zaſe{Pind openly declared ( with much ſeeming repen-« 
"hri-fance) that be dyed in his old Religion. | 
aken{ And it is a generall obſervation among the Papitts 
Trupſemſcives,that many of them, who ſtrain th:ir Cons 
offences to fuck complyance, doe” come to umime- 
ends 3 as Ticonfetle we have laicly had an un+ 
ethabypy inſtance gn the unfortunatedeath of Mr. Henry Slaine in a 
yarls fonpto! [1 ve) - - + Dutll by the 
ſomb}Certainly this: is 2 fad confequence! of wrefting Lord Shan- 
nad inward perfwaſion of poore:Soulcs from thae dois, 
ie , which their own Conſcience. tells themiy 11 May. 


cots | C 4 truth, 1652, 


(22) | 
true, thereby making them lefſe carefull of ther'Þ jed 
owne ſalvation, and their honeſty and credit of lefſe (ic 
reputation, even with thoſe, who force them to this mu 
change. For the heart of man is ſo fraile and deceits} not 
full, that it ſeldom is drawne by violence from thoſe | yei 
principles, which it has long Lon uſed to eſteem | pef 
and praQiſe, but becomes flack and negligent inf eat 
what concernes the other World , and by degrees 
rowes very ofcen wholly inſenſible of any thing,butÞ anc 
enſuality. 

Upon the newes not long fince, of ſome Papilty 
taking the Oath of Abjuration and frequenting thi] x] 
publique places of meeting, I conceived my (elſ] the 
ſufficiently furnifhr ro anlwer a cerraine old ſays| acc 
ing , which a Recuſant of my acquaintance uſd} na 
often to repeat in my hearing, that S AN G #I8] yh 
M ARTTRH 1 EST SEMEN EGCLEFI( 
SI&E : This upan all occaſions hee applyedwh hin 
the ſufferings of Papiſts, boch here in Englaid and] del 
ten thouſand miles off in Fapan, in which wall the 
Iſlands bare of late been ſharper perſecutiongf qu: 
( ſaid he) for matter of Religion, then in any othe] exe 
place of the World 5 This ne continually infiſtelf orc 
upon, as a Soveraigne remedy for all his ſorrows rec 
nor could we ever beat him from this laſt bold] oa; 
wherein hee fortified himſelfe, 8 AN G #I8] the 
MARTTRHM, &c. gay more, hee ſometims} na 
ventured to affirm with ſtrange aſſurance, this afſe] of 

tion, that his Church encrealed and proſpered ſtill yp 
even whilſt ir was aQually under the greateſt prelf ca1 
ſures, that his Church was, as the Palme tree, tif thi 
heavier weights are laid on, the more it flouri 
I having gotten this advantage by the late cemi 

in of ſome Papiſts to cur Religion, went preſeadjf 
on gue to my Recuſant to put bim to > 
queſtion, and as it werea little triumphing, dema 


| (23 
4dr} {ed what hee thought now of his old Latin Proverb 
Te] (in, which bee had: formerly ſeemed 'to place ſo 
his] much confidence ) and whether the Palme tree did 
its} not ſometimes break a twigg by laying on ſo many 
ole I yeights 3 To which be replyed with a litel ſudden- 
em ef and Choller , That ſome dead or Cankere 
 inJeacen Branches, as they can beare no weight, ſo they 
es [can bear no fruit, even whilſt united to the Stock, 
bit] and much lefle after their divifion : But ſoone reco- 
rering himſelfe to his uſuall remper , he calmly, 
ils] yer earneſily underrooke, that as there have been 
the] x leaſt twenty Preiſts put to death in Englend finte 
eſt] the beginning of this Parliament meerly upon the 
ay| account of their Religion or funRion, ſo hee could 
ſed] name a far greater number of perſons of quality, 
Ef who havein the ſame fpace of time reconciled them- 
Ef ſelves te the Catholique Union. When I urged 
dwſhim to the proofe of this affertion, he imediately 
and delivered me a lift of twenty Preifts, who during 
wy theſe late revolutions have been bang'd, drawne and 
ongf quartered either for taking orders beyond Sgas or 
tary exerciſing them on this fide the Seas, and withall 
iſtel] promiſed ( upon the allowance of a lictle rime for 
Wa recolle&ion ) to furniſh me with a Roll of ſome 
names, who haye lately declared themfelves Ca- 
{ IF] tholiques, undertaking, if he was deceived in any 
imsf name, to recompence ſuch Errour, with the -intereR 
fſer-} of two for one, unlefſe be mighc be diſpenſed with 
ty upon the inconveniency of diſcovering thoſe, who 
cn no longer live unruined for theic Religion, than 
2 fy they are unknown to profeſſe it. 


z; 


The 


The Preiſts executed inſeyergll place 
Since the Year. 1641. 
were theſe. 


Mr Willign Ward. | Ms French Bell, 
Mr Raynold. Mr Dueket. 

M. Roe. Mr (orbes. 

Mr Edward Morgen. | Mr Mozſe. 

Mr Bullcher, 1 Mr Phillip Powell. 
Mr Holland. | Peter Wright. 


Mr Caterich , CBxecured at Tork. 


Mr Green, Executed at Dorcheſter. 


x _— atLancefter. 


Befides Maſter Themes Faughen (after very hard 
uiage aboard Captaine Matons Ship ) ſoone after 
dyed at Cardiffe in-Soath- ates. 


: 


Mr, 


Wit» 


F # 


[r, 


Mr 


55) 


Mr Henry Myners. Dyed Priſoners in the 
Mc Peer Wilsford QC  Common-Giole ar 


MrIoba Hamond. Newgate tince the 
Mr _ yeare 1641. 
Mr Kzvers, &c. | 


- Beſides diverſe who are now continued in 


priſon, 


Now 1 humbly thank the Lord Chriſt, cheye was 


enly ane of theſe Priefts ( whom 1 mentioned in 
: [the firſt part of this Diſceuife ) put ro deach, finee 
this Nation was eſtabliſhed in the preſem; Govern- 
ment , and [ wilk fre my Soul , that his lite 
[had alfa been (pared 3 fince my pbligationg to this 
Common-wealth and the prefenu Governouis there- 
of are ſuch , that I am bound every day to offir 
| \ rs hghs and prayers to the Lord , that 96 


d of any pegceable Chriſtian be ſpite for the 


cnely difference of judgement in Religion 's Pax 
tainly whoſoever (hall pra@ies ſuch cruelty, will 
te called to 2 ftri& and rigorous account! gr 'vhr 
judgement of 3he grear Day. q 


But proceeding to require .of. my Recufant' the 


performance of his word concerning the [ate Con- 
wrts hee '{o much glaryed in, I merrily « 
dim, that if he oblerved ner his promall 


arned 
e, I would 


preſencly not on.ly ſuſpe& ſome (acret evghon in 
bim, buc cry-out -againkt all Papiſte 2s juglers and 
Quivocaters,or elſe, I being an-Hcretique, no Baith 
was to be kept with me, and chough the preſent 
matrer be of a triviall ©o Ate, yet we knew 
be Wilchmen Role Rulhes to keepe his hapd'in 
re, ' 


He 


Jude 6. 


(26) 
He firſt ſerioufly redeemed his ward by deliveri 
mee this follo Catalogue , and then merri 
anſwered my jeaſting, with wonder at my | 
neſle, how. 4 durſt 
lerrers from m diſcover ſo dangerous 
plot intended by the Papiſts and Cevalicys again | 
this Towne, they have theſe many Months f 
ſecret intelligence with all the Engineers and Mi 
makers of Holland, and hired them forthwith to pt 
on a thouſand ſuch Engins as we uſe to queadf 
care»fires, and theſe Pan-Trump ( who has be 
_ time Popiſhly affe&ed and a rank Ca 
ever 
up fo privatelyto the very Bridge, that in one night 
they may bee planted all along the River, 
drowne even Pauls it ſelfe, by (quirting all the water 
in the Thames upon the City, Now if you ag 
2 Papiſt wherher be know of any ſuch conſpi 
hee will preſently caſt about in bis thoughts to 
retrive ſame mental! reſervation , and-then downe 
right deny chat ever hee heard any ſuch thing, Bu 
to returne from this feigned Story -of the Recu 


{ant te'the reall Hiſtory of 'his new Proſelites, + 1 


mongſt whom he reckon'd theſe following : But 


pretended prudentiall reaſons to excuſe his conceals 


ment.of many others. 


1. Hhe Counteſſe: of Denby. 

3. The Lady Kelamekin. 

3- The Lord Gottingron, 

4« Thomas Vane, DoRor of Divinit 


5. Hugh Paulin Ne Creſſy,one of the [ac prebends 


of Wyndſor. 
6. Sir Marmaduke La"gdale. 
7. Sir Francis Doddington, 
8, Sir Tkeophil.s Gilby, 


9- Miftri 


=T 
in London , fince the 1} * 


ace hee was Knigheed ) undertakes to þ ing 1 


ru (27) 
9, is Bridget Feilding, 
10. DoQor Bah. : 
a? 1x, DoRor Goſexs onely Sonne, 

{ 12. Dr.Goff, entred into the Religious order of 
7 the Oraorians at Paris. 
1 13. - "x Peter Glue of Balliol Colledge in 


14. Mr.Richard Nicolls Batchelor of Divinity of 
bf Peter-bouſe (ambridge. 
+ 15, Maſter' Richard Craſbaw, Maſter of Arts of 
Petey-bouſe Cambridge , well knowne for his 
= excellent Poems. 
i 16. Maſter #illiam Rowlands of Excter Colledge, 
" in Oxford. 
17, Capraine Thomas Sooke. 
18, Maſter Edward Barker of Caixe Colledge, 
Cenbridge. 
19. Maſter Temple. 
$ 91 20. Maſter Oſborne, &c. 


Y 4 


wit 

Buſ 7 muſt ingenuouſly confefſe, I knew not well 
I yhart anſwer ro make che Papiſt in this point , but 
> ©] fill ro expreſle = diſlike of ſuch perſecution 
Bu even of any ſort of Chriſtians : And am very con- 
ea] £4ent, that were they treated more nad and 
invited to come to our ſpiricuall conferences, (which 
my Recuſanr rold mee hee would not at 1any time 
refuſe , were it onely to diſcourſe in an amicable 
Chriſtian way the points in difference berweene us) 
we ſhould gaine more of them to us, or at leaſt 
hinder the growth of their Religion more, then any 
kd | torcures of body , or Sequeſtravion of their Eſtates 

xe like ro doe. 

| Noris it reaſonable to exa& of ſuch as difſenc 
from us any other kinde of preſence at our Exer- 
viſes, then ta propole their difficulties in a modeſt 


and 


(21 
and peaceable way ,, and. patiently'rg henre 
Anſwers), without «xpeRing they preſen 
Joine wich the egation z for that (were 
oblige them, ro befare they ard farisficd, 

aQice , before they know what it is chey dc 
hereas the Scripture commands us fiit 20 
#þiugs,and then hold faft that which & beſt. | - 
Some, who haye not oncly the forme bur thilins 
ower of Godlinefle in this Nation , bave of lar 
in 6rder to the advancement of Chriſts Kir 
dome ) becn indaced to move and endeavout'a wilig 
admiccance of the Tews amongſt us, in Hope to beffinc 
intrwraenacs in thetr converfion; which the 
Scripture holds forth in the 11. ro the Romanhith 
And why'thal\ we not alſo ( upon likejgtounds offer 
Chriftiaz Chaticy } endeavour che converfion of 
all other people of diffcrent perſwahons in point 
of Chriſtianity, by being mercifall unto theth,1 es onr Jac 
Heavenly F ther is mercifull Lake 6.36. JC: 
Bue nothing ſo aff: &s my (pirir, as to confider ir 
tho cruch! gripes we give the Peptjts, in refpe& of the Jnat 
light » Which the Turke bimfclte beares ove {je&t 


his Chriftians 5 To which purpoſe I ſhalt bet jaſa 
bambly sffer an exa& Paralle! of che Papsfts futftrs [ia 
ing in Exz/am!, co the Condition of the Cbriftidni [uns 
Thy. Firft clening one eatie obje@ion, whereas [ty 
' to (oruple ; They rinks of] 
y 


the Pits hore fuſer for ſome other faule, and wet 
omly for difference of Fudgemenr ji» Religion 
whicl is an evidens miſtake ; For if their burchens 
be &&t laid ow for their different Jadgementy why! 
ar they alken of, whow rhoy conforme ie theis 
judgement ? why ſhould their reccivimg che Oath 
of - Jjurariee dilivee chiens from all penalvies #nd 
Sequoldeteions , if toſe penalties and Sequeſtras 
eons be (ovinfiiuiiopon thenrmecyly for holding 


ſome 


(19) 
is opinions, which that Oath obliges-thet co 
Sunce. Others even of the beſt have 
em ity my bearing affirmed, that certainly that 
th was eftely intended, 2s a means of diſcovery, 
the Magiſtrate to know , in wbom he may con- 
3 Buc why then is it uſed ſo much beſide their 
ofed irttention ? or what need of annexinig any 
-ehinalty, which ſurely is the greateſt tunderance of 
| z For were there no danger in being a 
refuſes of that Oath, few would be fo 
gent inconcealing themſelves, (eſt they ſhould be 
wne to refuſe it. Nor indeede , is this Oath 
 theſker offered to any upon the lingle ground {of 
u-Mſfidence in their afteions to the preſent Govern= 
is offuent , but onely ro ſuch as are ſuſpeRed of 
| amopery. 

oint bh returmne to the Compariſon I began te 
 onf faencion berween the ſtare of Papiſts; in England and 
kiCbriftiens in the Turks Dominions, 1 finde by the 
der iſt (information I can gather , the Great Turks 
'the Jnanner of bearing hirnſeife ro bis ' Chriſtian Sub# 
we lets tro be firangely more. temperate aad lefle ac 
ih [aſable of cruelty or coverouſneſſe, than wee Chrimz 
Res Hans uſe to one another 3 for 48 onr "Travailers 
hl [inanimouſly relate, the whole Annuall Fine that 
ext [znyChriſtian payes the Gr«nd Sighior upon the [core 
nke Jof Religion, comes to no more than a Zecobeen, which 
blefle rhan our Angell. 

And yer what ever wee can obje& againſt our 
Papifis, rhe Turk may with at leaſt as much reaſon 
Garpe upon bis Chriſtians ; Some Anceſtors of the 
Cheiſtians have heretofore taken up. Arms, and com» 
hired wich Forraigners againk the eſtabliſh Ge» 
Kinmem-of their Countrey 3 and yer the Mabo» 
zen ( whom wee ſo much abominate as tyra 
kicall and barbatous ) can forgiv e the pokterisy 


of 


y— wy ,) 
= __ 
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ef (ach undeſerving Parents, and let them live quighs, 
ly under fo ſmall an annuall cribute for their 
ligion : Whereas our ſelves ( whom wee ſo hig 
commend for Chriſtian meekneſſe and charity) 
never forget the Crimes of a few Papiſts, r 
give over puniſhing the Children for the faults 
their Fathers. The Chriſtians under the Tuck 
cannot certainly be free from ſuſpicion of bel 
diſaffe&ed ro their Magiſtrate, both upon fore 
practices, and the Principles of their Religion 
yet reſts bee ſatisfied with diſarming them , 
excluding them from all Offices of Truſt , -auW8a 
Places of Importance, to the intereſt of Gove 
ment. Whereas we are ſo far from contenting q 
ſelves with ſuch prudentiall cautions for our ſecuritgylhy - 
that we proceed to ſeize upon the be part of theith 
eftares, which in a ſhort time muſt of necef 
reduce them to abſolute ruine and deſperarionitike 
And yer there is one conſiderable ground of ſub: 

icion alrogether unapplyable co the Papiſts all, 
naland, which is, thac the Turke came from-dlhy t 
ſtrange Country, to invade at once both the Baw 
poo and Religion of che Greciansz wheres theÞI 
apiſts are all Natives of this Land, borne widih 
the ſame title to the Common liberties, that outihe « 
ſelves have, and for Religion they onely ſtand peer 
remprory in their old way, profefling to be 'altos 
ether unſatisfyed concerning the Reformation wethila 
d forth unto rhem : Nor doe rhe Twurke: inhitth 
upon that common Obje&ion, That Chriſtians aſe 
where ſuffer Twrkes; and therefore no reaſon theyſon 
fhould collerare Chriſtians, as taſting more of Wo-J N 
manilh ſpight and revenge, than manly NoblenisJye 
and Gallantry $ How would theft unhappy miſled 
Soules exc. ede us Chriſtians in moderation towards Fi 


ſuch as are ocherwiſe minded, if they bad read that 
Golden 


m_-—_— 


1 + 1} 
| itn Rule of our Saviour, that wee ſhould reader 
por cvill? 

But che inhumane praRice of the Turk in-raking 

 iimay ſo many Children from the Chriſtian Parents 
Wexcremely crucll and deteftable , rhough as Sir 
$ Gifewry Blount ( 2 perſon both compleatly learned, 

d perfeRly civill, ) obſerv.s in his Yojage to zbe 

#3, whea that cutome was firſt introciuced, 
ny policick reaſons might be alleged to excuſe 
xt juſtly ) ſo wicked and tyrannicall an inſtitu- 
, if hee could have ſo much as excuſed his wick- 
and tyrannical uſurpation z T he Chriſtians being 

very numerous, and by a barbarous ſtranger 
atiewly deprived of the Dominion of .their Coun- 
oy 3 All whick circumſtances naturally increaſe 
nnd heighten the ſuſpition of an Uſurper , whole 
was Certainly far leſs ſharpe than his Sword, if 

did not cleaily ſee, that bis new conquered ſub= 

ts might pe: haps for a time want an opportuni- 

Wi, bur neicher will, reaſon, nor ſtrength ro attempe, 

oy his expulfion , the juit recovery of their owae 
ies. 

Bur fince the 2Mairs of Turky are ſo eſtabliſh'd, 
he the Auſſi lmen hath no longer any jealouſy of 
uthhie Chriftians, thoſe unnaturall cruelties of Plun- 

ing the Parent of his Child, are altogether laid 
alto*Bde, and the Chriſtians permitted to purchaſe with 
 wetilmall fine a diſpenſation , and: every one now 
uEjoyes this comfortable ' Liberty , as they give 
xs aofieie Children Birth , ſo ro guide- cheir Edugas 


Wor Nor one of theſe conſidetations, bur argues in 
mals your of the preſent Papiſtsamongſt us; Nor one; 

le exccprions are they obnoxious to, their number 

ne-ſmall and inconliderablc, their poſture naked 

diſarmed, and the doore. toog. Snce byocker 

'D powers 


(33) 'F 


powers hilt againſt them, to all advantages in #w}® 
Nation, By which means they have neithet {s mil” 
diſbbBynion to the prefetic Government, for # {4 
pen ity ro worke che leaſt diſturbance of WP 

2m x (7 


Aid therefore; however upon the firſt Reforma © 
1706 it was necellaty to txke a ſhirpe and 
cotirſe for diminution of the Papiſts power,yet find 

& ite reduced to fo low and weakea concitianh 
ctize Wee' canher handſomly even feign a danyttf 
frorti thet; it is become tow utinecelary, and conf} 
—_y ( by our ewne mazimes } unlawfull 
contifite chit ſartie Sehalfes upon them 53 No othay: 
cattſe being rruly ſuMieieht ro juſtify our puniſiq 
> —_ but a true neceliicy of preſerving « 


And thefe 1 conceive may by the 'reafons, 
thie Pepifts  frave of late made their addrefles to thif 
Gamlemen', thar are R605 by Parliament JM 
Regitation of the Laws, building their hope uponthilf 
grotnd ; that as- the cauſes of ſo great ſeverinf} 
againſt them are ceaſed, the- ſad and ruinous effed 
may no longer be continued 3 And certainly yt; 
could nor bave choſen a more proper way to ebtailf” 
retiefe , than the applying of rhem(elves ro thi 
Commirtee, ic being compounded of perſons , wha 
abilfties beare an excellenc proportion co che gies 
nefs of the Worke they have undertaken, havior 
6fic halfe yeare ſeen further inco che defeRts of WP 
Eaw,and the exceſſes of its praQtice,than many 
formerly have been able to diſcover, and whole WF 
regriry is ſo remarkable, thar' in the ſhore ſpategſ'# 
a tew' Monethy , they have defrgn'd a perfe@&'8F 


form, of more Errours, than man my ormal 
> ohm bo ſearch into, $ chat as" 
Charity th already provided a favourable cow 


© | (33) 

a of mercy for the poore, their extreme induſtry and 
Woories promifes « ſpeedy (urlemens akon equall 
<4 and impartiall courſe of juſtice for all others. To 

"23 this Commitrree the Recuſancs preſenced- theſe two 
| "_ Paper, the firſt of which began with this 
I} Title. ; 


FT he Honourable Com- 
4 mittee for Regulating 


the Lawes , 1s moſt 


humbly defired by the Catho- 
like Recuſants to take'this Sche- 
dule of the Penall Lawes a- 
gainſt them, into their julk; ſeri- 
ous and favourable- Conſttiera- 
tion. 


nay | 

ow 

aig — H E feed refu/ait of the Oath of 

> thi l —_— putiſhs ' as" high Treaſon, 
| : wy | 

ww 2; T'e: 14intaine or extoll- Atthorky in 

ih the See of Rome, the ſecond time," bigh 

» & 6n. 5 Bliz.4. . 

jg, 3 T'o nn jos 6 nt0y Bell frm ett 

4 or, IT 3 Bling. i 6 oY $5: 

6/4. To pryſwade wr reconfile; of to' br eiironctied tothe 

_{oman Religion , bigh Treaſon. 23. Blixi 4 7.3. 

I's; Far Feſuit or  Prieft made'by Antborky' fri 

Flr * Pope , 10 come 67 remains in itþs ou dra 
$ x: OY mAjons, 


date, _ nd. a = aths., Ah Duh te <a eee 


- a = __— —— —- 
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mien ; bigh Tredſon. 47, Bliz. 2; _ 
6 80ſe Tenge i 4 Fonhoy fix Mena " 
ptr pant ward returning, bigh Treaſon 
27.E V2, bo | 


: 
uy. = 
; * 


r. For concealing of « Bull or orber Inſtrument fray, 
Rome,o7 Reconciliation offered, puniſht as mifprifeon f Uy,, 
Tresſon., 1 3,Bliz. 2, bh as 


© 4. To maintain or concealc thoſe who perſwade or ah; : 
Reconciled to theRoman Religion miſprifoon of creaſe} 
33, Bliz.1, F x. 
| 1: To Receive, Relieve, or Comfort Jeſuit 6r Prich" 
how? g him to be ſuch a one, puniſhs as Felonje. 11h 
Eliz. 2. * | 4 
2. To refuſe to dbjure the Realme being conmas 
ted , 07. 16. renone wiahow Licenſe , Felenic » 3h 
Eliz.T,2. . | T” 
36 T/ goe and ſerve 4 Forraime Prince, bar ['f 
#08 before taken the Oath of Alegiance,aud entred Z 
a to be reconciled 10 the Roman Religion, Felonigh, 
3. ac.4, | 8 1 


1. The reſu/all of the Oath of Supremacy ® 
er 4 y 4 bt £4 grey n £ 
feizure of all Lands and Goods, impriſonment for Liſi 
- «. Deprivement of 1he benefit of the Law. 1 
Eliz.1. B; 

| 2.T ſet forth or deſend power ſpiritual in the Selifyir 
\'Rome, Premunice.5. Elix. x. oF. 
3. To bring or receive any Agnus Dei ; Croll 1 
Pi&ures,or ſuch ie Sew Reme, Prenadire.th, or L 
2-23.Elix.1. { | f 
4- To aid any perſon. who bath put in ure ay bl 
:  6mtbe See of Rome, Premunire. 13. Bliz. 2 bis 
Elizcx, be | TI. . ; 4: | 


'v i! 
= 


'Þ 
£5 or 
o 


Petite to ay. continuing jo 


lleges, car rhoncony' dl Sew Premunice, 27. 


6. Reſaſallo of the Oath of Al eance upon We fees 
{or,Pcemunire. 3Jac. 4 &-7- Jac 6. 


i +4. For not di/covering of Prieſts made beyond the Seas, 
of. : priſoument 27. Eliz. x. 
7 2.4pon indifiment for Recuſencie by Procamation, 
Flnpriſonmenc. 29.Eliz.s | 
ſow "3: For refuſall to go to Church,or ts be preſent at the 
Jreeding of the Common-Prayer Impriſonment without 
L 35. Eliz.!. | 
* 4. Thoſe that are n0t able, or faile ro pay their ſor- 
ures, are to be Impriſoned gantill payment or gonjer- 
nie 22.Eliz. 1, 
*5. Women (overt Impriſoned fer reſuſall of the Oath 
If Alegeance. 3. Jac 4 
6 For nou-payment of twelve-pence for cucry Sunday 
apriſonment. z.Jac.4.. : | 
7 Woman Covert convitted for Recuſencie ge 
drill ber Husband pay #en\ pounds a moneth, or 4 third 
of bis Lands. 7 Jac.6 


-'$, ny Exconmunicated for Renfovcde; Hauſe 
be broken up for bis 9p eþcnſeon, 7. Jac;s. } :\. 


| 1. Thoſe who ſhall forbear to come'to Chr; by the 
Wice of 2welve Moneths, bound” to the good behaviour, 
th feretie? inthe Kings B:nch.2 ;.Eliz. 2, 


ſe : 1, Everie Recu aut 5s confined 20 five miles compoſe 
Life.23.Eliz,2," © * 
4 2.7 ten miles diſtance from London.3. Jac. c. 
38 3: Not 10 come in the Houſe, where the King and bh 


| 4 K.3.Jace5- { 


D 3 1,For 


”- 
R_ VE OT 


75 ve Aﬀtnes Qbarth Sexe '2e 
twelve-pence 1.Eliz. 2. __ 


3.Jac:4- 


rwentje ppupds for ſcited, ,3.E1iz.1.8& $: Jac. 


| "v oF? 
2-And for every Holjday , twelve-pexce forfeited} | 


| 'c 
3.For abſence from Common-Pcayer every [+ 
I's 


4. For of Y ewentic þ 


17: 
twentle | co 


pl em or to ru two parts of "= 


6 of the Anceſter Fa upon % 
© Ge. 1 Jac. 4. | 5 
, A conformed Recufant forfeirs for nos cet \b 
the Sacrament, 4ccording &y the dey »the f 
Tear e twonty pounds, fecond Teare pou 
= 2 Teer, and every Tear after, fixty pounds. y;Þ oil 


j "To the Preſenter,out of the Recuſants Goods, fr wi 
ſhillings for feited. 3. Jac. 4. Mm 


Lo, Foy. 'Recuſant Sojournnr &#d Servanrt 


pound ſr every mon arſe. 3 Tac. | 1 

. T'wo parts of Dower or Joynture of a marriaÞ'© 

Wann » 3oJac-5- $h 
1.2, F or coming to. Court,s hundred pounds forfeit 

FL ae fag of Child ding bs 

Seo For fre 7 0 ren dccor ro thi ; 
Eaxy s Month «fer thearBirt , 

ited. 3, Jac.F. El 

14. ebay Hair bra Perwile they by 4 Miniſter, i C 

of 

T5. rig out of $ Church or Church-yart'G 

100l FE + 3-JAC. 5. 


163 


For ſeuding © Childcen beyond the Seas with 
"| + Lhd! forfened. I, ; k 
674 17. For matuaming 6 Schoolemaſter, noe 
"Church or 4lowed to teach , for every month, 0. Fy 
k - a9 Mis {Ka 9. Eliz 6. fied ty rh 
F. 15, And forty ſhi er diem forfeited by t 
{h, Ps maſter , and Reculant ht keepers bjm. 1. 
4 7ac 
| had dap Garry during Life, for breach of 
ie fie. «243 Eliz, 2-8 3.Jac.5. 
_ ek ke orfeicure for for goings fr ſending Children 
beyond the Seas,to be bred in ry. 3-Car:2, 
44} 21, Forrefiding within ten wile! E:ndon: 1001 
forfeited. 3 Jac.s5. 
1h 22. For praflifing any -FunEiox expreſſed in the 
| Frarure of 3, Jac.5. « handred pounds :forfeired. 3. 


Jac 5- 


1,.Diſabled to reverſe indifment, for want of Fotm or 


4 8ther defeft 3. Jac. 4. 
+ 2. Diſabled from rhe praftice of ſeverall F unions 
jo whereby to gain their tivings,viz. from praftifing Com - 
mon Law,Civill Law,or being # Steward, Attorney, 
c1apSolicivor, or Officer in ay Court z Fron prathfing 
| : Phyfick,or being an Apothecary ; and from bi aving dy 
4 "OfficeinCamp, Troo ,or Band of Souldiers,or mn any 
Ship,Caftle,or Fortreſs, 8c. 3: Jac. 5. 
By the Wiſes Reen/ancietbe Hmband difabled from 
tel Office, or Charge iu the Comtmori-wealth. 
Jac.s. 
Indy A By Marrying otberwiſe hm as the- Obutch af 
| England alowerb, tbe Huband m_ ke be Tenant by 
Orels, the Wife diſabled 14 his Dow 
 5pyy of ax} Pars or Porcian, of r Hibangs 
s. 3 JaGF- | 


nf Diſabled ts ſuc 07 proigus aQions wprcen 


=—.  . 
oa e,to be Executor, Adminifirator, or Gnarls 1 
dian.;z Jac.s. —_ 
6. Children ſent beyond the Seas without Licence, av 7 

diſabled to take benefit of Gife, Conveyance, DeſcenyÞ, 
or Deviſe.1 Jac.4. & 3 Jac.s. : \Þ 


1. Notwithſtanding theſe forfeitures, Recuſants 
left [ubjef to -Ecc:efsaſticall Sentences, 24. Eliz.1 4 
3 Jac-45. | | 4k 
By the greateſt part of pecuniary forfeitures, they ani 
ſubjeF to greiveous vexations of Informers. The Star; 
of double Subſidies couftderivg their other ptymens, atk 


exceeding heavy. 


Beſides all theſe 1 awer, the late Ordinmces of SEW# 
gaeſtration apon reſuſall of the Oath of Abjuration, wÞ+ 
which, two third parts of all their Efiztes reall ani; 
perſonal. are forfened. 1 April 1643. & 19, AugultÞ 
16 43- £ 4 

rAn Oath'made by the Presbyterians, and intend 4 
euly for the time of War. Fn Oath by which we are forielÞ 
to accuſe and condemn 6 7 ſelves without any Legall pra«Þ 
ceedings 0r-witnes againſt us. An Oath by wh 'th wean 
puniſhs, not for p bliſhivg any Opinion to the diſturbans Þþ 
of others, but only for believing : which i to accuſe elÞ 
condemn men for the Thoughts of their Hearts, An Oath 
that comains in it matters of higheſt difficulty, yea an $1, 
young and ignorant per ſous, and even Women, without tht ut 
eaſt preecding Inflrufion, equally forc'd to take it, a; 
puniſhed for refufing it. 1 

' "And in the Inſtrufions to the Sequeſirators 214Þ{ 
 Oltober. 1643. they ae" charged ro ſeixe and ſeat Fe: 
the" Eſtates: of all ſuch perſens, whom they ſaſpe& uw] 
bee within the Reach of the O-dinance, al Ft 
{ſo leave 1hem 10 the afrer Game of clearing themſetu I 
«d 4 


bi (39) 
is well as they can 3 which to puniſh before Tryall,n9 
" Fen before Anſwer of the accuſed. E 
| © In company. of this long Roll of penall Statutes 
{made in former times upon particular occaſions ) 
AYitdey preſented alſo certain Arguments to induce a 

irigation of thole Lawes,ſo f-mghitall even innum- 

; 7 far more haſh and churliſh in their Natur; a0] 
Mpon the head of which fecond' Paper was this* +**: 1" 1 
y a7 cription. | I6L 


"Wome few Motives, why 
o[RomanCatholiques/hould. : . . 
» I] not be forced ont of their Conſcieuces  * 
th by Penalties impoſed upon them 

þ meerly for Religion, 


nas 
- 


1 LL Perſecution for 'Retigion- is: cleerly py Lhe > 
4 repugnant to the Principles of Freedome, " ry 3; 


4 
, . 


ſo 'otten 'and ſolemnly declared by the 


FT of - - : cut Go: © 
_ Parliament and Army, 'and now  univer: ia 
A * fally received by all the Moderate and Pann, 
"pci! temper'd People of chis Nation-z'Nor cany/ir 


agree with the duty of any peaceable ſpirir , to 

# : mz the performance of ſo charitable a p:o- 

Pic | | 

4. Many and evident Texts of Holy | Scripture 

214{{cven according to the incerpretarion. of the:more LL OHUY >; 

«we Fronſcientious Proteſtants ) «xpreſly condema'all i: 71 

t #Frompullion upor'the Conſcience , -recomendirig |; +. © _ 
all F'mildneſs and charity, as principall perſeQionsto!a nga 

be} ChriftiaMagifſtrate. 3. 2 neg 0 
«] | B:ſides 


1 4 


4 


(ao) \ 
Aicd 


Beſides theſe, Catholiques have many 5 lat 
 derations to be reflected on of a more pare” 
cular advantage to their condition, © 
+: 


He Crimeimputed co thera is one] 
continuance in that Religion, w 
. whole Nation till chiglaft age) | 
ſally profeſt , ever fince irs conver 
from Paganiſm z And though time p 
ciſely confidered,. make not a Religion crue, 1 
certainly it may pretend co a fair tjrle.of exempringhly © 
from perſecution. Þiio! 
» Mb. The Principles of their Religion are under iy, 
geable. Governments the ſame, and in their nature abſ&$4; 
lucely uncapable of change : fo tharthe Magiſtrarh® 
once rightly inform'd of their Define, 20s tf; 
fyed by promiſe of cheir fidelity , may reſt ſecurgiig;y. 
that no danger can ariſe from | them by innovaſyr 


tion, I: 
3+ Educe- Since the paints in controverſy axe generally he 
prone, thought inor cleere but difficult, eſpecially by ſud "1 
in whom education ( if it were no more ) has jr. * 
a ſtrong apprehenſion of the reaſonablenefſe of cheirh?”.. 

cauſe, it would appeare ſevere (if not unreaſowÞÞ” 

able) to force them by penalties ro any new waſiþe: 
or , altogether reſtraine chem from continuing WE. 
their old ; Perſwaſions of that kinde, as by degrt@[R* 
they ſink« into the Heart, ſo gently by degrees cy} 
are to be removed. s 
Since they ſeriouſly and conſtantly profeſſe, tha 
after all their Prayers to God , and os: read lon 

ing of his Word, they cannoc fiade the leaſt ſaci 

faction in any other Religion, bur char their Souls] fed 
enjoy a perfe& peace and ſerenity in cþcir ow1nz3 N. 


- 


> 


| 
\ Firſeemes very unſuitable to Chriſtian  Charky, 
tither to compell them to a Religion, Where their - 
IConſciences cannot live in repoſe, or reſtrain them 
"Sifom a Religion , wherein onely they finde comfore 
There,and hope ſalvation bereafrer. - 
þ, Since all che fignes and Markes of tender Con- 0 rye 
ſiences are moſt apparently diſcernable in Roman Conſciencas. 
wboliques , they cannot but hope , the Chariry' 
pd indulgence univerſally held forth to tender 
zanſciences, will not univerſally bee denied to 
m 3 they all ſuffer for their Confciences 3n 
wpoyeriſht and affli&ted Life, and many of them 
Facruclt and ignominious death ; 'and can any ta- 
Ftionall and unpafſianare perſon ſee ſo much ſuffering 
Sifor Conſcience, and ſay the Sufferers have no Con- 
—_ 'x ence ? 
11” As for the Religion , it allowes no voyce or 
"S{Kenciouſnefle againit che Morall Law (tho proper 
"YFlubje& of the Magiftates care ) bur ftcialy requires 
JiReligious ſeveriry againſt the corrnprinclinations 
Tot Nature, and a Conſcientious obſervance both of 
{the Law of God and Man. 


ug 2 Nat one of all the Nation, how different ſoever 6, Even the | 
ll Religion, boy diſaffeRed ſoever to. the quiet of moſt diſef- 
one$9is Common-wealtb, bur enjoyes ( by 'irs atlow; feffed have 
12; ance and proteQion ) a perte& quiet for his Libersy. 
Conſcience , onely the Roman Catholtquer, though | 
 Fthey baye generally caken, and pynQually kepr the 
hy SNgagemert,are fingled out to miſery and ryin,meer- 
"T1y upon the gecount of Religion. - 


ba} Yet cannot all the heavy preſlures they have (0 
cal | «ar make chem lay down ebeir hopes $9 he 
ati & relicved , eſpecially fram choſe, mhopre-” 


" 


ls} fefle themſelves not onely bound. by the light of 
033] Natuce to deale wich others, as they would be dealc 


42) ; W- 
with themſelves; but by the Law of Grace , even ty 
render good far evill. a” 
F. Ceuſer of -- The cauſes of impoſing penalties upon Catbed}* 
puniſhing liquee being now wholly ceaſed, they bumbly hopgI** 
it cannot be thought roo great a boldnefle in the 
duty to Petition a readmirtance to the Common? 
Righ:s of free borne Engliſh men z (ince there Iþ 
neither any Catbolique Competitour for the CrowngFF 
nor atiy ſuch dereſtable Conſpiracy , as ſome few 
of their Religion have beene formerly guilty of} 
So that there remainss no other charge , but tha}: 
of Conſcience, ro exclude them from the full} 
enjoyment of theic privileges of theic Native] 
— Country, | 
8. Their _ No queſtion can bee made of the fidelity of rheit " 
Fidelity, Engagement, who eſteceme the keeping of an bi 
Qath ſacred ; and what ſtronger teſtimony can beJ | 
iven to the 'Worlg , than that of Carboliques q & 
Freely offering up their Eftates to ſeizure, and theip: 6 
ſons to 7 the inconveniencies of a perſecuted 
ife , rather than againſt their Conſciences diflem*J; 
blingly to ſweare one Oath :- for could they with 
.2.... -» . the Popes diſpenſation, or their jJowne mencall re- 
+41, +... ſervation ( which chey are charg'd co bee fill} 
\..: . +. » furniſht with for their own advantage ) abjure thy 
_- --**dorin they belicve, there remaines nothing now ta 
| " diſtinguiſh them into that ſad and miſerable condi». 
tion they are reduced to, '2 


9: Advan- Were all burthens taken off from the Conſti. 
er at Ences of ſuch as ſhall engage to live og hang and 


home and unoffenfively in their Country, this Nation would F; 
abroad, rather improve irs ſecurity at home, fince coer- 
| - cency in matter of beliefe has alwayes beene the} 
chiefe cauſe of our troubles 3 And for abroad, the F. 
ſame reaſon that begers a conceipt of dang Þ 
from the Catholiques correſpondence wich Forraigh |. 
| Princes, 


(43) 
ices, Will convince a benefir, if by ow 1-7, 
obliged ro employ their credit in the ſervice of thei 

\ F{henefaQors, | 


Reaſons why (Compoſition is 
” A bs F 
preferrable before Sale. 


*] N D now wee beg pardon humbly te | 
Wh A up to the conkderation and Com» Compound. 


ul. paſtion of the indifferent the moſt affli&- 
Wy ed condition of many Carboliques, whoſe 
4 Lands are now defigned to bee ſold for 
their Delinquency. Moſt of which in the begin- 
ging of the late Warre ( (ecing chemlelves unpro» 
$IteRed by the Parliament, and expos'd to theplun- 
{der of the then Souldiery ) Rled into tbe Kings 
"+ 46:rriſons co ſave their owne lives, .wichout raking 
* {wp Armes to offend others. And even they who 
5h aQually eng:ged for the King ( {he ſole diſpoſall 
my 1 all penall Lawes being in his power ) were 
al [Owners boch of their Lives and Fortunes mecerly 
tb At bis pleaſure, and yer norwithſtanding fo great a 
Mea for their excuſe, as the ſupreme Lab of ſelf- 
ais preſervation, they are all ready humbly to (ubmir 
24to Compotirion -2 A proceeding which they hope * 
he will be condiſccnded uarto, ſince it is as well appa= 
ad {ently more beneficiall ro the Scategas leſs deſtructive 
lg $59 the compouniders: For, 
= Afﬀer all juſt Claimes and true Debts allowed, 
he and the vaſt ws hg of Surveyours and other 
* | Officcrs deduced, the cleere vrofic thar ariſes upon 
*Sale, is, by experience, found to come farre ſhort 
of what was expeRed. And this after a tedieus 
«6ntroveiſy about the allowance- of incumbrances, 
| ”— ay 


| 


. .- 


ing more 
beneficiall _ 
19 the Ste. 


, UG) 


 .yery chargeadle'ts the Suitors an4 etker unndle, 
firable to the Commonwealth. —_ I. 
Beſides Catboliques are poneely Tenants 
for Life, and as generally lubje& ( before the lay... 
troubles) ro very many Engagemems really and x 
guy 210% upon their Effates , and owl; 
lefſe ſuch incumbrances be. allowed,chouſands { 
well affeQed Prople will be difappeirited of ;che 
juſts debts, 
Whereas by ſeting Rules for Compoſion a gre: 
ſumme may bee r i , and every one immedinty 
bring bis Money inco the publique-Treaſury, wh 
out any furveher Charges, Delay, or TroubliÞ,. 
eicher ro the Common-Wealth or Compounsſh,, 
ders. 'J 
The Compounders will have a ftronger Oblizi;. 
gation to lies quiay hereafter, doth b> the T1'9 
they part with, and the Eſtare: they retaine , ab6Þ. 
vancing ſo much to purchaſe their Peace, an 
having Rill- fomeching to loſe, if they brealeF 


i, | 

The Stare will by this ſhew to! al! che World, ( 
that they ſeckonely the ſecuriry'of the Government 
eſtabliſhr,and gor the ruin or ucrer exiirpacien of any 
private Family, | 


. 
i. a de Mas. a Þ. a _ _— 0. S—_ te. Mcdndtes th A. 7 
—_ _ - 


Theſe.Motives and Reaſons I-bave both ſeriouſly 
ouao_—n in. my owne ſpirit, and ofcen confer 
red aboue: wich others, and. after all my endeavours 
I:finde them fo reaforiable. and-ſatiefaRory, that | 
I confefſe they have net onely moved my 
-to:2 compaiſion of fuck ſufferers, bur rruly even to 
- a-Zeal of qheir reliefe, fo far 1 mean, as thettbey, 


mho- rieicher; difturbe- thie- publick- Peace; of the 


a —_——_—_ I 


45) 

naincaine ir, ſhould no longer. be compelled by 
hes and Sequeſtrations 30 a& againſt theix 
Sionſciences. 

WW” Befides theſe diligences of late uſed by the Pa- 
ts, in order to the obrainmemt of reliefe 'from 
Commintee for Regulation of vbe Lawes ; they 
epared alſo certalne Propoſals , with intent ( as 
underſtand ) to preſent them to the Commitce 
y propagativi: of tbe Goſpel, bur being called into 
Mite Country by an urgent atid impotrunare ocean 

Sifon, I am diſabled ro give any fartber accoune 
oancerning. their P fas, -_ know! either 
how were accepted , or indee t 

be A Qaally offered , and therefore can onely 
Mfirniſh you with a faichfull Copy ef the Paper 
felfe. 


To the Hononrable the 


Committee for Propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, 


4 The humble Propoſals of 


the Roman Cathdlicks. 


I, Ince all complſion npon the Con- 
Ci & clearly againſt the Prin- 
'ciples beth of Fortlamarn and x Ar” 

2, 43 appearts by the Parliamems 
ke | Declaration i= An/wer ro the Scotch'Com- 
I * miſſtoners, 


= - 
} 
: 


- 


{46) 
mfſioners, #7 ,F.b.1648. in theſt werds, 
As for the truth and power of Religion 1. 
it being a thiog intrinſecall betweene Got | 
and the Soule, and the matters of Faithif 
the Goſpell ſuch as no nacurall lighe hs | 
reach, wee conceive there is no humat 
Power of coercion thereunto, nor to r6&þ 
ſtcaine men from- believing "what ) [. 
ſuffers their jadgement to bee perſwade 
of. 


l- 
Ao the Propoſals of the Army, 1. Augs 4 
1647. This was one, That all coercive 
power, and all civil penalties for nons] P! 
formity , be wholly repealed, and ſomg 
other proviſion made »gainſt ſuch Papiſts #8 


(hould diſturb che publick Peace; | 
And ſince by the Experience of Germs 
ny, Poland, Switzerland, Holland, France, Þ 
&c. The Conſiſtency of diverſe Religion © 
wnder one Government i evidently proved 
«well where the Proteſtant commands. thi 
Roman Cathelick, as where: the Ronan ( 

rholick commands the Proteftant.” . 


It s humbly offered, | 


T hat no penalty be impoſed pon W.” be 
SS 5 (Geſpelof Cnr1\sT, merry]; 
r ference f jadgewers in matters of Res ſe 


2.Tht] 


7) 
2, The publike uſe of all (burchts , aud 
4 the entire benefi of Chnrch-endowments Arn 


+ holly ſubmitted to the "—_C of the 
” State. 


It is hambly offered, 
| That no perſon, believing in Chrilt Jeſus, 
un living Lacan fo and wnoffenſioely, be by 
any penalty reftrained from the quiet exerciſe 
of bi Conſcience in his private Houſe ;, 0b- 
| (heck therein ſmch Rules as the State bat 
Þ think fit to appoint for preſervation of the 
(| publike Beace ; A praftice Which by long ex- 
of perience #1 Holland «/ found both ſatisfattory 
Þ to the prople, and ſecnre to the Governours of 
the Common wealih, 

s | 3. Since the Law of God is ſo far from 
4 allowing any penall ſentence to be grounded 
ml *upon the enforced Oath of the party, that it 
f expre J, forbids any offence whatſotver to be 
Pol des by the ſingle teſtimony of one ds 

Deur. 19.15. Mat. 18.16. 


It is ; bumbly propoſed, 
| That an Oath be exalted of any perſon 

ary compelling bim nnder forfeiture of Life, Li. 
berty , or Eftate, to ſwear againſt his Con- 


ence, or to accuſe and condemn 


- 
, \ 
4 o 


£ ecially in matters that conern lus '1award © 
elicfe 


4. Since in all Religions there are ſtill found 
ſome ſcandalows livers, and that owr Saviour 
pronounces the W ge againſt bim only,bywhom |. 
the ſcandall comes, Mat.18, 7.Luke 17.1, 


It is humbly propoſed, 

T hat whoever ſhall offend againſt the 
Order of fo mild and Chriſtian a ſetthemen,, 
may be ſeverely cenſured , but that others 
(though of the ſame pudgement in Religion.) be. 
20 fartber made ſubjeft to the punipment,than 
proved guilty of the crime. 


EMSQTSSS Sea E959 


cc 


In ſtead of my. opinion concerning theſe foure 
Propoſalls of the Papiſts ( becauſe ro my ſenſe they 
carry in themſelves both their owne evidence and 
juſtification ) Thfhall beg the Readers permiſſion to 
ſet. down a-particular conceit , which I have often 
obſerved to be very well relifhe by all that have 
examined it. "That doubrles there is no way.mare 
ſuicable ro the firſt Principles of all Retormed 
Churches, no way ſo probable to ſatisfie all Con- 
ſciences, as not to impoſe any other Obligation for 
proof of conformity ,, chan this profeſſion 2obelieve 
the hoty Scripenres of the Old and New Teſtament 10 by 
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the Word of God, and 10 live according to the Precepii | | 
plainly contarned therein ; this ac: nowledgemient to Ito | 
bee expreſt in generall cearms without {:6chnding Ne: 


minutely 


\: 
* « _ 


oy We. PI? 


— . 


| mintitely to particalar queſtione,which have certain- 

been the chiefe cauſe of ſo many Conttoverlies 
and Divigons in the Wotld. ci 

And tow I hombly appeale to the honorable and 

| rdigious Commitree for propagation of tbe Gogelt, 

Whether the ſweet Spiric” of the Lord Chrift ('whi 


wo rhe former” ptaQices of the high Commifſto- 
ners,or the preſent pra&ices of our Sequeſtrators ; 
Wherher, when the great Apoſtle Paul preſcribes the 
g | Fervanti of the Lord toforbear,and inm6ceneſſ inftru#t 
thiſe that are romrary minded, hee ould bee thus 
y. trol- interpreted, that the Eſtztes of thoſe' who art 
# Jrotitrary minded, be firſt ſecured” or forborne, and 
# {hen after atime quite caken awaygto ##(tru# them in 
y Ieckreffe,or how wo bear patiently the lofſeof rhe vaih 
and tranhtory riches of this World. | 
* And now I humbly appeale to the honorable and 
learned Comminice for r noe byes Law, wherher 
{ ince all thoſe pehialties' which the rigorous tu: 
ours of former Ages have, under, prerence of zeal, 
impoſed upon the Coriſcience , ate either by diſte 
forgorten, of by expteſs'A& of Parliament revoked) 
the Papiſts alone ſhould fill be continued uriderthe 
fame (everities, nay their bucthens encreafed'by che 
ſtrange + method of the” new proceedings towards 
them, their Conſecienceg being tiow not onely pu- 
tiſhable in the Common ' way of indi&meric, bur 
tompellable even to accuſe themſelves by the n&w 
Presbyrerian Oach of Abjaration, againſtthe knowti 
nts of the ancient and reyerend Laws of chis 
and. | | 

And now with an hutnble confidence, T appeale 
w the tenowned Parliamenc of the Common. 
nealth of England , whether in this generall'Gogt- 
| E 2 delivery 


{pave bis Apoſtles no further powet, than co relin-. 2 Tim. 
ſuch as refuſed to heare them) be reconcilable 424+ 


delivery of the Conſcience from the eyranny and} £ 
reffion of the Prelates, the conſciences of Papi | x 
aloe, Gags Kill to be = in priſon? Whether, |; 
when all the fetters, which the Rigid Kirkeſmen | 
had bought up in Scotland, are btoken in pieces juſt | * 
as they were locking them faſt about our Conſg- |, 
ences in Engleyd, the Conſciences of Papiſts alone Þ 
ought ſtill to bee continued in chains ? Whether, Þ © 
when all the Societies profeſſing Chrif Teſws, 1 | 
living obedieutly to the Magiſtrate, and peac 
one with another, are proteRed in the quiet ; 
unoffenſive exerciſe of their Conſciences,the Papill 
alone ſhould be forced under the penalty of ſo great 
2 ruine, nor only to profeſſe, but (wear againſt their | 
CO s A courſe that in a monk time will 
unavoidably bring them either to abſolute beggery, 
or,which is Aoi, bypocriſie,or, which is workt of 
all.co perjury. oo 
All- the people of this Nation look upon you a 
their common Father, all promiſe themſelves [i 
and proteQion under your Government, ( chop 
ſome may juſtly be excluded from ſharing int 
Government. ) Were there in my Family one child 
that profeſt to finde ſatisfa&ion in the way of the 
Papiſts, and lived dutifully to mee and lovingly 
with his Brethren, I ſhould account it a great uns 
naturalnes ta deprive him altogether of his portion, 
much-more of that which hee has received from the 
bounty of any collatera!l Kinſman, or acquired by 
his own particular diligence and improvement z 
And though ſome Papitts have hererofore beene 
truly chargeable with heinous crmes againſt their 
Country, yet why ſhould our Juſtice over-reach tq 
condemne all, for the offences of a few ? If they 
haye formerly aberted competitors to the Crown, | 
why ſhould the puniſhments fo Jong gy he 
ault 
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ad} fanle ? certainly the Offendours being dead, their 

fs { creſpaſſes ſhould rather be buried in their Graves, 

er, | and not like Ghoſts walk to affright and pinch their 

en | Children. 

-. It is time wee ſhould now mix a little mercyro 

d- | allay che fumes of ſo much juſtice, which-otherwiſe 

me will not aſcend to the Almighty's Throne in the 

a, odour of ſweetneſle, | 

und It is time we ſhould begin to imitate the pattern, 

> which our mercifull God has ſer before us in his 

neg own practice, when hee commanded the defiroying 
us 8 Angell to ſheath bs Sword, with this compaſſlonace 

en Motto , It enongh. 

ary” Iris time we ſhould begin to anſwear the bounty 
14 of our God, who has ſo freely given us the bleflings , Mat. 

7,1 of ten thouſand Talemts, by freely forgiving our SY 

of * Fellow-$ervants the ſmall ſumme of 100 pence. Let us 

| not invade or ſtorm theConſcicnces of our brethren; 12: 

for the Lord was'#0t. in the great and ftrong winde that 1990S 

j rent the Mountaines and brake in pieces the Rockes ; Let 

ugy {us nor ſhake the inward peace of any quiet and un- 
the } offenfive Chriſtian ; For the Lord was not in the 

bild Þ Earthquake : Let us not kindle in our Hearts a de- 

youring flame of uncharicablc zeal ; For the Lord 

gly | was nor inthe Fire: but let us compoſe our affeRions Fw 
un+ | to the ſofr and gentle Key of Love aud mutuall 5.Mat. 44« 

ion, | forbearance ; For the Lord was in the flill ſmall 

the Þ Foyce. Let us alwayes atrend to this ftill Voyce of 

I by Y the Lord , ſpeaking within us, doe as you would 

nts} bee done unto ; Let us alwayes attend to this ſmall, 

ene | but ſweere Voce of the Lord, calling upon vs, 

heir } Love your Encmies , Bleſſe them that Curſe you, 

hq | dee good to them that bate yow,, and pray for them 

they | that diſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you , that you 

wih, | may bee the Children of Tour Father which i in 

the Heaven ; 
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T was the will not providence of 
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the Lord ( to whoſe diſpenſations 
well of Juſtice as Mercy we muſt 
gne our litt]- intereſts ) to call me 
;ddenly into the Country upon a 
"Jad and mournefull Occafion,which 
utterly defeated my purpoſe of re- 
iewing thoſe few Lines: And there- 
"" fre, after my humbleſt ſubmiſſion 
of them to the Judgement of the Su- 
-Þpreme Authority, I am encouraged 
t, to preſume the Courteous pardon of 
-Ithe Readers , eſpecially if ( fince itis' 
truely a kind of Death to mee to Liye 
- Jout of Zoxdon) hee will pleaſe to eoh- 
 Ifder this as apoſthumous Pamphler, , 
containing - the ſerious though indi- 
- reſted thoughts of 
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Will. Birchly. 
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